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Extra, Extra, read all about it! YA Round-up MLA Conference issue!
2004 MLA Conference October 27th – 29th, 2004 

Sheraton West Port Hotel Plaza, St. Louis, Missouri                  
 

YASIG Calendar of Events for the MLA Conference   
 
Wednesday October 27th  2-4pm, Sixth Annual Performers Showcase (YASIG & CSRT) 

 Children and Teen performers, storytellers, singers and magicians give a 10-minute 
preview of their talent. Book them for you events and learn new tricks! 

 
Thursday October 28th  7:30-8:45am YASIG Breakfast 

Author Chris Crutcher will be talking about turning real life into fiction … where his 
inspiration for stories and characters come from. 
 
9-9:45am Intellectual Freedom Session 

 Author, Chris Crutcher, talks about intellectual freedom from an author’s perspectives.  
When real life fiction meets censorship: What happens when the grit of reality meets the 
community censor? Crutcher will share his insights. 

  
      9-9:45am Been There Done That, Might do it Again! 

Learn from the Springfield-Greene County Library YA staff about new and exciting 
programs. 

 
 2-2:45pm Under the Covers: What’s inside this year’s BBYA & Best of the Best 
 Presenters will discuss and book-talk the YALSA Best Books for Young Adults and the 

MLA YASIG Best of the Best book award winners. 
 
 2-2:45pm Poster Sessions & Table Talks  - CONCURRENT 

 
  Young Adults and Reader’s Advisory - Table Talk Finding great books for teens and    
  providing outstanding reader’s advisory will be discussed Presenter: Kaite Mediatore 

   
  All Things Teen: Creating a Teen Friendly Atmosphere – Table Talk Discuss ways to    
  make a library a place that teens want to visit creating effective teen spaces, building    
  teen collections, and working with staff or managers who don’t like teens Presenters:  
  Catherine Craven & Terri Clark 

 
     Missouri Teen Spaces – Poster Session Teen spaces in libraries around the state 
      Presenters: Shari Ellison & Kimberlee Ried  

 
  Young Adult Professional Resources – Poster Session Professional resources for    
  serving teens Presenters: Terri Clark & Kimberlee Ried 
 
  Death at the Library – Poster Session How to host a murder mystery night for teens,    
  complete with script and props Presenter: Catherine Mudd 
 
  SISLT/MIZZOU - Poster Session Students from SISLT will display information about  
  YA services Presenter: Catherine Mudd  

***NOTES*** 
For information about YA Round-Up or if you have questions/comments email Kimberlee at Libraryladie2000@yahoo.com 
 
The minutes from the August YASIG officers meeting have been posted at: http://molib.org/yasig/ 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2004 YASIG Officers 
 
Chair:  Catherine Mudd,  Daniel Boone Regional Library System, Callaway County Public Library, 710 Court St., Fulton, MO 65251, 
Ph. 573-642-7261  Email: cmudd@coin.org 
 
Vice-Chair:  Shari Ellison,  Mid-Continent Public Library, Smithville Branch, P.O. Box 424, 205 Richardson Road, Smithville, MO 
64089, Ph. 816-532-0116, Email: sm_librarian@mcpl.lib.mo.us           
 
Recorder:  Kimberlee Ried,  National Archives and Records Administration, 2312 E. Bannister Rd, Kansas City, MO, 64131, Ph: 816-
268-8072, Email: libraryladie2000@yahoo.com 
 
Immediate Past Chair: Catherine Craven, National Library of Medicine Informatics Fellow, Department of Health Management and 
Informatics, 326 Clark Hall, University of Missouri , Columbia, MO 65211, Ph. 573- 882-1542, Email: cravenc@health.missouri.edu 

 
IT'S ALIVE! @ your library® by Angelina Benedetti, taken from www.ala.org 

 
“Ewwwwwwww!” What’s so Horrible About Horror? 
Horror for teens is not really a genre. It is our reaction to the book that makes it horrifying. Even though the horror is confined 
to the page, we still react in a physical way, as if whatever is inside the story can crawl right out at us. It is that ability to feel 
the fear and come away unscathed that makes horror so appealing. We get all of the shivers and no blood on our hands 
when we set the book aside. 

Teens seem to have a need to feel that fear, as evidenced by the popularity of shocker, gross-out, supernatural and 
altogether scary books. Is it that the good guys and bad guys are easier to tell apart? Or maybe it is because those vampires 
and werewolves go through physical transformations that make puberty feel like a bump in the road? I think I am such a fan 
because the world is a scary place and the more I read scary books, the easier it is for me to deal with the six o’clock news. 

Horror has been a part of storytelling from the very beginning. Think of that awful scene in Homer’s Odyssey where 
Odysseus stakes the Cyclops’ eye. It has been a part of our teen collections as well. The “classics” – Bram Stoker’s Dracula, 
Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, and The Tales of Edgar Allen Poe—find new readers every year. The modern masters--
Stephen King, Dean Koontz, and John Saul—beckon from beneath black and bold paperback covers. Newcomers Darren 
Shan (Cirque du Freak) and Amelia Atwater-Rhodes (In the Forests of the Night) have found their places alongside them.  

A book does not need to contain supernatural elements to be horrifying. Robert Cormier’s After the First Death is the chilling 
story of the terrorist hijacking of a school bus. After reading it, I remember thinking that fear has a smell. His book The 
Chocolate War is sickening reading if you know how it feels to be bullied. The violent conclusion of Gail Giles’ Shattering 
Glass leaves readers stunned, while M. T. Anderson’s Feed leaves you knowing how it feels to have a computer eat you 
alive. Nonfiction can be particularly satisfying. John Fleischman introduced us to Phineas Gage, the man with a spike 
through his brain in Phineas Gage: a gruesome but true story about brain science. We feel what it was like to survive an 
ocean of hungry sharks in Peter Nelson’s Left for Dead: a young man’s search for justice for the USS Indianapolis. 

For every reader, there is a book that makes him or her say “Ewwwwww!” The horror reader just likes the feeling. This Teen 
Read Week, consider taking time to cultivate your inner “Ick.”  Visit the following web sites for ideas:   

http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/trw/trw2004/getready.htm 

http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/trw/trw2004/firsttime.htm 


