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President’s Message
I have never had six months go by so fast in my life! I am at
the halfway point of serving as your President for Missouri
Library Association. It has been a very meaningful opportunity and I have learned a lot about the state and national library
scene.
It is also almost time to start selecting the new leadership of
the organization. In this issue of MoInfo you will find the
biographies, photos, and statements of the candidates for the
2018 MLA Board. I want to thank Jodie Borgerding and her
Nominating Committee of Cindy Dudenhoffer, Margaret
Conroy, and Susan Burton for getting us such a great slate of
candidates. I also want to thank all of those who agreed to be
candidates. Without you our volunteer organization would not
make it.
This is apparently my Academy Award Speech! I want to
thank Barbara Reading, State Librarian, for all that she has
done for Missouri libraries. Barbara is retiring in June. Barbara became State Librarian during a difficult time and has
done a great deal to be a calm facilitator through some rough
years. She has worked for the state library for many, many
years and while all her time at the state library should be honored, none were as important as the last few. Thanks Barbara,
and have a great retirement!
Have a good rest of your summer, and watch for announcements about signing up for the MLA conference!

Vicky Baker
mlapresident@molib.org
816-521-7206
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President/President-Elect
Erin Gray is the Manager of the Republic Branch Library, one of 10 branches in the Spring-

field-Greene County Library District. After serving in the Peace Corps in Estonia in 2002, she
found the other “toughest job you’ll ever love” in public library service. She’s worked in Youth
Services, Reference and Collection Development at multiple branches in addition to her work as
a Branch Manager. Erin holds an MLS from the University of Missouri-Columbia.
Erin has been a member of MLA and involved in MLA activities for over a decade. She most
recently co-coordinated the annual conference in Springfield. She is currently serving on multiple committees, including Site Selection, Strategic Planning and Membership. Erin is active in
the American Library Association and the Public Library Association. She has served on the
PLA juries for Romance Writers of America Library Grant and Baker & Taylor Entertainment
Audio Music/Video Product Award.
Locally, Erin chairs the Head Start Policy Committee for (OACAC) Ozarks Area Community
Action Corporation, serves on Springfield’s Citizens Advisory Committee for Community Development and is an active member of the Republic Chamber of Commerce. The work of her branch and district recently garnered a
Proclamation from the Mayor and the City of Republic honoring library services and support to the community. Outside the library,
Erin enjoys running with Moms on the Run and exploring the outdoors with her husband and daughter. She has discovered it’s possible
to promote library services to others and complete a 10k at the same time.
Candidate Statement: In service as MLA President I will champion the development of our strategic plan and work to make it valuable and accessible to library staff throughout the state. I will work with our Board, Committees, and Communities of Interest to provide
more opportunities to connect. Our libraries strive to meet the diverse needs and interests of over six million library patrons across rural and urban settings in Missouri. It would be an honor to help strengthen this organization and help you share your library’s success
story.

Liz MacDonald is the Dean of University Library Services at Lindenwood University and has served in that capacity for over 14

years. She started her career in libraries as an interlibrary loan assistant at St. Louis University Health Sciences Library while completing her MA in History from SIUE in 1991. She then immediately enrolled in the MLS program at University of Missouri-Columbia,
which she completed in 1993. Upon completion of her MLS, Liz decided to take a non-traditional track and began working for herself
as an independent contractor providing research and reference services on an as-needed basis to businesses. Projects consisted of answers to quick reference questions, white papers, competitive intelligence reports, research summaries, data gathering, and survey development and analysis. Her client list included companies such as United Van Lines, PricewaterhouseCoopers, Anheuser-Busch Packaging Group, Edward Jones, and A.G. Edwards, among others.
In 1999 she decided that, as appealing as it was to spend her days at home working in her sweatpants, it was time to get a job where she
would be able to leave the house and interact with other human beings on a regular basis and not have to compete with the nebulous
World Wide Web for business. It was at that time she accepted a position with Sanford-Brown College as the Director of five campus
learning resource centers. She held that position until 2003 when she moved on to the Dean position at Lindenwood University. Liz has
had many accomplishments in that role, the most notable being the initiative she led for a $24 million dollar library and academic resources center building project that was approved by Lindenwood’s board of directors in 2012 and will open August 2017.
Outside of her responsibilities at Lindenwood, she has been involved in the library community in a variety of ways. She has been a
member of the Missouri Library Association for many years. She served on the Financial Services Committee from 2009-2011 and
more recently has served on the Membership Committee from 2014 to the present. In 2013, Liz was presented with Missouri Library
Association’s Ronald G. Bohley Award for outstanding efforts in promoting library cooperation. She also served on and co-chaired
task forces and committees within MOBIUS, as well as serving on the MOBIUS Executive Board from 2005-2007. Additionally, while
serving on the MLNC Board of Directors from 2007-2012, Liz served on the Nominating Committee and MLNC Strategic Initiatives
Task Force. Upon the merger of MLNC and Amigos Library Services, she served a one-year term as a non-voting member on the Amigos Board of Directors from 2012-2013 and continued on as a regular voting member through 2016.
Candidate Statement: Being nominated to run for the position of President-Elect for MLA is a great honor and I welcome the opportunity to take on the role. As libraries continue to face challenges in today’s climate of changing economic, technological, social, and
political environments, it is imperative that libraries and librarians effectively promote themselves and their value to their constituencies. This must be done not only on an individual institutional level, but on a collective level as well. It is vitally important that we let
our community of users know what is provided to them through their libraries. Whether it is through the school, public, academic, or
special library, our resources and services support individuals throughout their lifespan. It is for this reason that I am honored to be
nominated for this position and use it as a vehicle to continue to promote our united message.
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

Members-at-Large
Jamie L. Emery is a Research & Instruction Librarian and Professor at Saint Louis University,
where she has worked since 2002. She received her MS in Library and Information Science from
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and BA in English from Truman State University. She is the author of “Leveraging the Language of the Past: Searching as Strategic Exploration
in the Discipline of History” which will appear in Godbey, Wainscott, and Goodman’s forthcoming book Disciplinary Applications of Information Literacy Threshold Concepts (2017) and “The
Expanding Role of Information Literacy in the Freshman Writing Program at Saint Louis University: A Case Study” published in the book Curriculum-Based Library Instruction: From Cultivating Faculty Relationships to Assessment (2014). She is the co-author of “Pay Attention to the
Data behind the Curtain: Leveraging LibGuides Analytics for Maximum Impact,” published in
the LITA guide Innovative LibGuides Applications: Real World Examples (2016). Her research
interests include the integration of information literacy instruction into writing courses, disciplinary applications of the ACRL Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education, and
data-driven user experience design.
Candidate Statement: I would be honored to serve as a Member-at-Large on the Missouri Library Association Board..
I’ve been a member of MLA since 2002 and pleased to serve the organization and its members in leadership roles over the years.
From 2014-2016, I served as Vice-Chair/Chair of the Professionalism, Education, Employment, and Recruitment Community of Interest. From 2004-2006, I served as the Vice-Chair/Chair of the Reference and Information Services Special Interest Group. I’ve also
made professional contributions to the organization in the form of conference presentations at MLA Annual Conferences, most recently in 2016, presenting “Give the People What They Want: Using LibGuides Analytics to Understand Patron Research Needs”
and “I’ve Got a Chat Space Baby (and I’ll Up Your Game)” with my colleague Sarah E. Fancher. It would be a privilege to represent
the MLA membership on the MLA Board and given the opportunity, I would happily commit my expertise and energy to this important task.

Noël Kopriva has been the Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources Librarian
for University Libraries at the University of Missouri-Columbia since 2014. She
also serves currently as the Interim Engineering Librarian. Prior to coming to Mizzou, she worked as Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Design Librarian at the
Evansdale Library, part of West Virginia University Libraries.
Noël is a relative newcomer to MLA. She has served as Recorder for MACRL
since 2016 and has been an active member of MACRL since 2015. However, she
was active in the West Virginia Library Association and in the Western Pennsylvania /West Virginia ACRL chapter and looks forward to supporting MLA in future, because she understands the importance of taking time out of our busy schedules to learn from each other about our profession.
Candidate Statement: As the Chair of the Handbook and Bylaws Committee, I
would work to ensure the accuracy and currency of our official documents. The
collaborative nature of this committee makes it a great way for newcomers to learn
more about MLA and I would do all I can to continue the tradition of recruiting
and working with new and experienced members to keep the Handbook & Bylaws relevant.
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)
Meredith McCarthy is the Branch Manager of the Arnold Branch of the Jefferson County Library. She has been with JCL since starting as
a Reference Library Associate in 1996. She earned her MLIS from the University of Missouri in 1999.
Meredith has served as Secretary for the St. Louis Regional Library Network Council from 2014-2017. She has also
been a member of the MLA Media and Publications Committee, Social Media Subcommittee, and Webinar Platform
Subcommittee of the Continuing Education Committee. Meredith is currently Chair of the Media and Publications
Committee and Social Media and Webinar Platform Subcommittees. She has been a member of the American Library
Association and the Public Library Association for the majority of her career in libraries.
Candidate Statement: I am very honored to have been asked to run for Member-at-Large on the MLA Board. Libraries have been a sanctuary for me since I was a child filling up a milk crate with my weekly haul of books and I
want to do all I can to make sure that future generations have that same opportunity to experience the wonder of the
wide open doors that access to a library can provide. I'm proud to have been a part of the professional library community in Missouri since my first college work-study job at Northeast Missouri State University in the early 1990s.
MLA is an amazing all-volunteer organization that serves as a collective voice for all Missouri Libraries and I pledge that if elected as
Member-at-Large I will continue my dedication to making that voice be heard at the local, state, and national level.
Jennifer Parsons is the Digital Resources Librarian and Associate Professor at Central Methodist University. Prior to
this, she was a Systems Librarian at MOBIUS from 2009-2016, and, as a graduate student, was Adjunct Librarian at
Jefferson College from 2007-2008. Jennifer graduated with her MA in Library Science from the University of Missouri-Columbia's School of Information Science and Learning Technologies in 2008. She has been active in the Missouri Library Association's Publications Committee since 2008, serving as Chair of the MO Info Subcommittee since
2014.
Candidate Statement: Wherever we may be in our state and however we may do it, I believe that the work libraries
accomplish for the state of Missouri and her citizens is indispensable. It is for this reason that I've been proud to be a
member of the Missouri Library Association, and to chair its MO Info Subcommittee. Overseeing and assisting, by
turns, the newsletter of the Missouri Library Association has put me in touch with library people from all over the
state, and I have consistently found myself amazed, inspired, and excited to learn of all the different ways and means
by which Missouri's library professionals and paraprofessionals meet their local community's information needs. It is for this reason I would
be honored to hear from and represent all of you as your MLA Member-at-Large.
Eric Petersen is the Supervisor of the Kansas City Public Library’s H&R Block Business & Career Center. The
Block Center serves patrons doing research related to career development/job searching, small business and nonprofit development, and personal finance. In his position, he has also managed complex projects, most recently
KCPL's two-year Smart Investing @ Your Library financial education grant. Eric has nine years’ experience
with Kansas City Public Library, and earned his MLS from MU in 2006.
Eric has been an active MLA member since 2006. Most recently, he served on the Executive Board (2015-2016)
and as MLA’s Treasurer in 2016. As Treasurer he worked closely with the Board’s Budget and Finance Committee to draft an Association fiscal policy. He has also chaired the Public Library Community of Interest; cochaired the Reference & Government Information Community of Interest; served on the 2011 Conference Committee, the Publications (MO Info) Committee, and the Legislative Committee; and presented at annual Conference.
Candidate statement: MLA is a financially stable, advocacy-focused, enriching professional organization. I’d
like to do my part to ensure that it continues firing on all cylinders no matter the headwinds (financial, political, or whatever else) that come
our way. From serving on your Executive Board, I now have firsthand knowledge that your Board is focused, disciplined, and honest. As
your 2016 Treasurer, I did my best to exceed the Board's expectations, as well as yours – those of the membership. It would be a privilege to
serve on your Board again, applying my experience so that MLA can further assist its members (libraries and staff), recruit new members,
and offer can’t-miss learning and networking opportunities.
(Continued on page 5)
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Christy Schink has been the Youth Services Librarian for Scenic Regional Library since 2003. She received
her MLIS from the University of Missouri-Columbia in 1991. Prior to her current position at Scenic Regional
Library, she was the Library Director and Associate Professor at the Kuskokwim Campus of the University of
Alaska-Fairbanks for eight years. And before that, Library Director and faculty member at St. Louis Christian
College in Florissant for four years. She considers the move from management to youth services the best decision
she ever made. Working with children and promoting literacy is exceedingly rewarding – and fun.
Christy has been actively involved with MLA for the entire 13 years that she’s been back in Missouri. She has
served on the Building Block Picture Book Award committee for 12 years, including a term as Chair. She has
been involved in youth services through its many acronyms, CSRT, YSD and now YSCI, including serving as
YSCI Chair. She has taught youth services workshops at MLA Annual, MASL Spring Conference, and the Conference on the Young Years.
She also served on the Notable Children’s Video committee for the American Library Association for two years. She is most proud of the preconference she did at MLA in 2014, “Uke Can Do It,” where she taught 32 children’s librarians how to play ukulele for story time and each got
to take home a ukulele. In her free time, Christy enjoys playing ukulele and traveling to ukulele festivals all over the country, reading and gaming.
Candidate Statement: Throughout my library career, I have seen the benefit of being involved in state and national library organizations. Nowhere was this more obvious than in Alaska, where many of us were the only librarian within a 100-mile radius. I learned that to do our best,
we need each other. To me, the Missouri Library Association is about education, networking, and empowering us to do our best for our communities. My goals are to continue to bring new and innovative ideas into our state to keep our libraries current and indispensable, and to encourage people young and old to enter into a profession where you can look forward to going to work every day, as I do.

Johnathan Shoff is a Youth Services Librarian at Saint Charles City-County Library District and really
loves his job. While others went to earn their MLS wondering what kind of librarianship interested them,
Johnathan went into the library program at University of Missouri-Columbia knowing he absolutely wanted
to work with children, and has never looked back. Johnathan started his Children’s Librarian career at Daniel Boone Regional Library in Columbia before moving to Saint Peters and joining SCCLD, where he can be
found happily recommending books, being extremely silly in story time, encouraging LEGO building, and
inspiring nerds of the future. When he’s not wearing a Mister Rogers-inspired cardigan or a Spider-Man
costume, he can be found enjoying free time with his wife and ridiculously cute daughter, who may one day
even surpass him in nerdiness.
Johnathan’s first MLA conference was actually as a chairperson. In 2014, he volunteered for the Youth Services Community of Interest Second Chair position and hosted the 2014 Performer Showcase. By 2016, he
decided being the chair of one committee was apparently not enough, so he happily volunteered to be one of
the chairs on the Missouri Building Block Picture Book Award committee as well.
Candidate Statement: I am sincerely touched by the encouragement I have had to run for a Missouri Library Association Member-at-Large
position. Sharing story time ideas; finding fresh approaches to early literacy; trading new ideas on how to bring teens into the library; meeting
authors, illustrators, and performers; and learning about technologies available to help inspire kids in reading, playing, and learning, are all invaluable experiences gained as I have connected with library professionals across the state.
Libraries, perhaps more than ever, are questioned not only for a right to necessary funding, but are also even questioned for their relevancy. One
of my idols, Fred Rogers, was once quoted as saying “When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, my mother would say to me,
‘Look for the helpers. You will always find people who are helping.’” Well, we who work in libraries are helpers! As someone who has often
been described as an effective communicator, I want to listen to your stories of service, your program ideas, your suggestions for community
improvement, and I want to share your awesomeness with the rest of Missouri and the world at large. Thank you for your consideration.
(Continued on page 6)
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Susan Wray has worked in libraries for 30 years in varying capacities (all but IT and that’s a good thing). Almost
all of this has been in public libraries and in Missouri. She is currently the Assistant Director and COO at MidContinent Public Library. Growing up she said she did not want to be a librarian despite volunteering, starting in her
elementary school library. Never say never, as libraries are where she has always worked.
Candidate Statement: I believe Missouri Library Association is one of the best places for staff to gain library
knowledge and, just as importantly, network with colleagues from around the state, learning about the importance of
libraries within the state as well as individual libraries and those unique successes and challenges. I also believe
MLA is a strong advocate for libraries and needs to continue to be that, both locally and in Jefferson City.

ALA Councilor Report for July 2017
Summer is quickly approaching and it has been a busy spring for librarians. We have been occupied advocating for funding on the local,
state, and national levels. I want to thank all who took the time to communicate to our legislators about the value of libraries.
By the time you read this update, I will have attended the annual conference of the American Library Association (ALA). There will have
been much discussion about changes that will occur with the 2018 annual conference and other changes. I will provide you with more of
those details in the coming months. ALA will have said goodbye to Keith Michael Fields, who retired at the end of the conference. However, in the meantime I am sharing some of the updates from Keith Michael Fields latest report:

Register of Copyrights Selection and Accountability Act of 2017

The "Register of Copyrights Selection and Accountability Act of 2017" (H.R. 1695) overwhelmingly passed through the House on April
26, which would make the position of the Register of Copyrights subject to Presidential appointment and Senate confirmation. Comparable
legislation went to the Senate on May 7 as S. 1010, where it was not expected to be acted upon quickly and faced strong opposition from at
least one senator, Ron Wyden (D-OR). These bills are widely viewed as the first step by many major content industries toward removing
the Copyright Office from the Library of Congress, which libraries have staunchly opposed. ALA both released its own statement by President-elect Jim Neal in opposition to the bill and joined the Library Copyright Alliance in expressing disappointment with the House’s action.

Office for Information Technology Policy (OITP)

In an April 26 speech, Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Chairman Pai publicly announced his intention to roll back net neutrality. ALA issued a statement strongly opposing this plan and promising to engage in the forthcoming proceedings. Earlier that month,
the Higher Education and Libraries Coalition on Net Neutrality (of which ALA and ACRL are members) released revised principles on net
neutrality and sent them via a letter to the FCC Chairman and Commissioners and the Chairs and Ranking Members of the Congressional
Commerce Committees in both chambers.

NAML Libraries Announced

Seventy-five U.S. public libraries have been selected to receive resources, training and support through NASA@ My Library, a STEM
education initiative that will increase and enhance STEM learning opportunities for library patrons throughout the nation, including geographic areas and populations currently underserved in STEM education. The libraries — selected through a competitive application process from a pool of more than 500 applicants — will participate in the 18-month project (Phase 1) with the opportunity to extend for an
additional two-year period (Phase 2). View a list of selected sites.
The project is offered by the National Center for Interactive Learning (NCIL) at the Space Science Institute (SSI) in partnership with ALA
PPO, the Pacific Science Center, Cornerstones of Science and the Education Development Center. Support comes from NASA’s Science
Mission Directorate. Congratulations to Library Director Allison Spidle from Daviess County Library in Gallatin, MO for being selected
for this opportunity!
Stephanie D. Tolson
ALA Councilor
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Bridging the Gap

MLA Annual Conference 2017
October 4-6, 2017
Sheraton Westport Chalet
www.sheratonwestport.com
191 W Port Plaza
St. Louis, MO 63146
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION IS OPEN NOW UNTIL SEPTEMBER 1 ST
www.mla2017conference.ezregister.com
Early Bird Full Conference MLA Member $110.00
Early Bird Full Conference Non-member $180.00
Early Bird Full Conference Student
$50.00
Early Bird Trustee/Friend
$75.00
Early Bird One-day MLA Member
$65.00
Early Bird One-day Non-member
$130.00
To make sleeping room reservations:
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/MissouriLibrary
Room Rate: $119 plus taxes
Join The MLA Annual Conference Facebook Event Page:
https://www.facebook.com/events/1883219378625653/
Conference Co-chairs:
Anna Strackeljahn, astrackeljahn@gmail.com, 618-239-6184
Justin Megahan, jmegahan@fontbonne.edu, 314-889-4566
http://molib.org/conference/2017-conference/
Email: mlaconference2017@gmail.com
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Daviess County Library Only Library in Missouri Chosen for
the NASA@mylibrary Initiative!
The Daviess County Library in Gallatin, MO, has
been chosen as one of 75 libraries nationwide to
partner with NASA and the American Libraries Association (ALA) for the new NASA@mylibrary
initiative. The library beat out hundreds of applicants from all 50 states and is the only library from
Missouri chosen for this opportunity.
The NASA@mylibrary initiative’s focus it to help
libraries promote STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) skills and hands-on learning, with
a space and science focus for youth and adults from
all backgrounds. As part of the program, the library
will receive Facilitation Kits on various STEM topics for use in library programs, NASA STEM backpacks which will be available for checkout to take
and experiment with STEM concepts at home, funding, staff training and access to NASA’s Subject
Matter Experts (SME) networks, which will mean
Daviess County Library patrons prepare to test a green
SME talks and events at the library and around the
screen.
community. The first of the facilitation kit materials have already arrived, including a green screen,
tablet, sunoculars and an infrared thermometer. Tween library patrons were more than happy to help the staff test
the gadgets which will be incorporated into various programs throughout the summer and into the fall.
“I knew our application was strong, but still I couldn’t
believe our mighty little library had been chosen when
I opened up the acceptance letter and read the words
‘your library is one of 75 libraries selected for this partnership.’ I read that line about ten times before going
to tell the staff!” said Library Director Allison Spidle.
“We want our young people to envision themselves as
engineers, astronauts, research scientists, explorers and
coders. It is no longer a choice for our youth whether
or not they want to study and understand these concepts. In previous generations one could say—I don’t
like science and engineering or I’m not good with technology and math. That is no longer an option. You
will see a major effort by our library and staff in the
next three years to provide exciting STEM programming for youth and adults, much of it with a space and
Items from the first of the NASA@mylibrary facilitiation science-focused twist due to the materials and training
we will be receiving through the NASA@mylibrary
kits.
partnership. This will be a sustained effort to partner
with schools and families to build a STEM culture in our community. We will be highlighting to our young people
new career choices and concepts that they might otherwise think are beyond their capabilities. To be able to start
off this STEM revolution in our county by partnering with NASA is big news in our community and in itself sends
a message to area youth that nothing is out of their reach.”
Allison Spidle
Daviess County Library Director
daviesslibrarydirector@gmail.com
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Kansas City Public Library AmeriCorps VISTAs Unveil “Indisposable”
Photo Project to Shine a Light on Individuals Experiencing Homelessness
The opening reception and premier for “Indisposable” was on June 2nd at 5:30 pm, during Art Starts at the Kansas City Public Library’s Central Branch. “Indisposable” is a photography exhibition featuring patrons experiencing homelessness who documented their lives using disposable cameras, photographed what they found interesting/beautiful, and expressed themselves. The artists, Mike Sinclair, and Anne Ducey—the library’s Manager of Exhibitions—worked together to curate the exhibition.
Jason Pearl and Emily Luedtke, Outreach AmeriCorps VISTAs, began the project in March, after mentioning “Indisposable” in a Kansas
City Star article about Coffee and Conversation. Jason Pearl brought up the possible project and asked for donations of disposable cameras.
The Kansas City community responded in full force, with multiple community members contacting the VISTAs with donations of cameras
and money for the project. Jason and Emily were then tasked with curating an art exhibition backwards; with no art, artists, or theme to
shape the project around.
They quickly contacted community agencies for assistance, put together a committee of library staff and representatives from organizations,
and began the search for artists. During the process, everyone involved built relationships with the artists who participated in the project.
They worked together to comb through over 150 photos to curate the exhibition. While collaborating with the artists during Coffee and Conversation, they learned about the stories behind each photo. The final curation featured several photos from each of the 12 artists that participated for a total of 46 photos in all.
During the opening reception artists who wanted to speak about their work were given nametags and had an opportunity to interact with the
audience to explain the photographic process and the inspiration behind the images. Ultimately, the event served to raise social consciousness around the reality of homelessness in Kansas City and allowed viewers a glimpse from a perspective they rarely have a chance to see.

Photo from “Indisposable”, by Anonymous

Photo from “Indisposable”, by Felicia Knowles

Photo from “Indisposable”, by Michael Elliot

Photo from “Indisposable”, by Michael Phinney

(Continued on page 10)
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Kansas City Public Library AmeriCorps VISTAs Unveil “Indisposable” Photo Project to Shine a Light on Individuals
Experiencing Homelessness
(Continued from page 9)

Above: Organizers (left to right) Emily Luedtke and Jason Pearl with photographer/curator Mike Sinclair, two photos of the
opening reception.

Missouri Evergreen News
Missouri Evergreen is excited to have Festus Public Library live on the system, as of May 15! Migration work is underway for
Texas County Library, which will go live on Evergreen in mid-July. Both Trails Regional Library and Livingston County Library
migrate in August. Douglas County Library will migrate in October. Missouri Evergreen is also pleased to welcome Mountain
View Public Library and North Kansas City Public Library as members! They will migrate onto the system in 2018.
Missouri Evergreen conducted its annual business meeting on June 1 in Columbia, before the Missouri Public Library Directors’
meeting. The membership elected Executive Committee members, and the Executive Committee chose officers for the next year.
Other discussion ensued about issues and procedures of the consortium.
Missouri Evergreen now comprises almost 40 member systems which represent over 80 locations, and contains almost 2 million
items, over 1 million bibliographic records, and over 388,000 patrons. According to recent statistics from the Missouri State Library, among all Missouri public libraries and public library consortia, Missouri Evergreen is currently:
•
The 3rd largest public library system/public library consortium in the state for physical collection size and number
of borrowers.
•
In 2016, the number of requests made in Missouri Evergreen was only 7% lower than the number of Interlibrary
Loan requests made statewide in OCLC. The number of requests filled was 10% higher.
The Missouri Evergreen website, http://libraries.missourievergreen.org, contains more information about the consortium, including member libraries, steps to join, and borrowing/lending statistics. The mission of Missouri Evergreen is to provide a shared
integrated library system to increase resource sharing among Missouri public libraries. Administered by MOBIUS, it is supported
by the Institute of Museum and Library Services under the provision of the Library Services and Technology Act as Administered
by the Missouri State Library, a division of the Office of the Secretary of State.

MO INFO

Page 11

July 2017

SAVE THE DATE! Privacy and Security for Today’s Library: An Amigos Online Conference
We hear a lot about how to handle difficult patrons, cybersecurity, and protecting patron data. However, other areas of security and
privacy often get overlooked. Have you thought about your library’s equipment and even the building itself?
Join us on Thursday, September 21, for the online conference, Privacy and Security for Today’s Library, where we will explore
why security and privacy is currently a hot topic for libraries. Dr. Steve Albrecht, internationally known consultant, trainer, and
author of Library Security: Better Communication, Safer Facilities, will be featured as keynote and will explore the topic of library
facility security.
Check out the conference website for more details and registration information. As always, one of the many benefits of Amigos
membership is FREE attendance to all online conferences.

Check out P.V. Supa – Our New Vendor Partner
Amigos Library Services recently partnered with P.V. Supa to offer members discounts on RFID, EM/RFID hybrids, and barcodebased library solutions. In addition, Amigos can offer special pricing on their Automated Materials Handling system.
P.V. Supa offers solutions for material handling, return, and sorting. These solutions are designed to fit specific budget and space
requirements. They can work with small libraries as well as providing systems that service very large and complex sorting operations. Patron counters and Self Service kiosks are also available.
To learn more about what P.V. Supa can do for your library, contact Gerrye McEntire at mcentire@amigos.org or 800-843-8482,
ext. 2818.

Amigos Offers Emerald Publishing’s eCase Collection
Amigos Library Services offers members savings on the Emerald eCase Collection. The single annual subscription provides students and faculty with unlimited access to a growing digital library of 1,100 real-world case studies on a wide range of industries
spanning the business and management disciplines from across the globe.
Interested in learning more? How about a trial? Contact Susie Thompson at thompson@amigos.org or 800-842-8483, ext. 2880.

Get a Discount on NoodleTools Online Research Platform
It’s the perfect time for Amigos members to check out NoodleTools and take advantage of the 15% discount!
NoodleTools, an online research management platform promoting critical thinking and authentic research, helps students stay organized as they evaluate information, build accurate citations, archive source material, take notes, outline topics, and prepare to
write.
Three differentiated levels support individual students across grades and abilities. The classroom environment allows librarians
and teachers to provide feedback, monitor individual contributions to group work, and view statistics about source use.
In contrast to auto-cite, auto-evaluate products, NoodleTools supports students to engage deeply in research and produce original
work. It is also designed with online student privacy in mind.
For more information or to request a quote, contact Megan Bryant at bryant@amigos.org or 800-843-8482, ext. 2896.
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

BoardDocs and Pioneer Library System Work Together to Save Time and Money
Recently, BoardDocs and Amigos member, Pioneer Library System, hosted an informational webinar. Audrey Ansari of Pioneer demonstrated
BoardDocs and answered questions about how their use of the product has saved them time and money. Click here to read more.
If you are interested in pricing or trial information, contact Megan Bryant at byant@amigos.org or 800-843-8482, ext. 2896.

IGI Global Offers Free Access to "Is There HPV Risk in Your DNA?"
Human papilloma viruses (HPVs) are small, double-stranded DNA viruses that are one of the leading risk factors associated with cervical intra
-epithelial lesion creation and cervical cancer development. While HPV detection techniques exist, they desperately need modification to better
detect and prevent this virus from leading to cancer.
Drs. Aris Spathis, Abraham Pouliakis, Stavros Archondakis, and Petros Karakitsos lead the medical exploration of HPV detection in the book
chapter titled “HPV Detection Methods: Towards Personalized Prevention,” which discusses the various techniques available for HPV detection and monitoring. This chapter also identifies the direction of future research; the creation of new tests will more easily identify women at
true risk for cancer development as cervical cancer remains a public health issue ranking in the Top 10 in both developing and developed countries. To learn more about HPV, access the above chapter for free now.
IGI Global is one of the leading publishers of books, journals, and databases on information and computer science technology applied to business and public administration, engineering, education, medicine and healthcare, and social science. FREE lifetime e-access is now available
with all print journal subscriptions.
For pricing and trial information, contact Ashley Brizuela at brizuela@amigos.org or 800-843-8482, ext. 2896.

Continuing Education Opportunities
Don’t miss the upcoming series, “Metadata Principles and Practices”
Do you catalog or plan digital projects? Do you wish to better understand the role of metadata and how it works? Check out our four-part series, “Metadata Principles and Practices,” designed for catalogers, archivists, digital project managers, or anyone needing an overview of
metadata; use the links below to register.
•
Metadata Principles and Practices 01: Metadata Basics August 1, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. CDT
Do you catalog? Do you plan digital projects? Do you wish to better understand the role of metadata and how it works? This two-hour
online workshop will cover the basics of metadata. Topics include: defining metadata, outlining the purposes and functions of metadata, listing the components of a metadata infrastructure and keys to successfully launching a new metadata standard, and understanding
how well-formed XML provides a framework for expressing metadata in an online environment. This class is part of a four-part series.
•
Metadata Principles and Practices 02: Metadata Standards & Types August 3, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. CDT
In this second workshop, students will discover how metadata standards are created and explore several standards commonly in use
today. Topics include: XML DTDs and schemas; and types and examples of metadata currently in use today. This class should be
taken after "Metadata Basics," but can be taken without the other two workshops in the series.
(Continued on page 13)

MO INFO

Page 13

July 2017

Continuing Education Opportunities
(Continued from page 12)

•

Metadata Principles and Practices 03: Metadata Customization Exchange, Transformation and Migration August 15, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. CDT
The third workshop covers the processes by which institutions customize existing metadata standards,
exchange and harvest metadata, transform metadata from one standard to another, and migrate metadata
to a newer standard. Topics to be covered include: metadata quality factors, application profiles, the Open
Archives Initiative Protocol for Metadata Harvesting, and metadata crosswalks and stylesheets.

•

Metadata Principles and Practices 04: Metadata Relationships August 17, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
This final workshop in the series focuses on the role of expressing relationships in metadata to enhance
resource discovery.

Know & Go Updates
Know & Go Updates are part of a new series of informative web sessions covering topics of current interest. They
are designed for group participation and presented online on Monday afternoons from 1:30-2:30 p.m. CDT. Register today!
•
•
•

Know & Go: Here’s Your Sign: Best Practices for Library Signage August 7, 1:30-2:30 p.m. CDT
Know & Go: Update on the FCC & Libraries September 11, 1:30-2:30 p.m. CDT
Know & Go: The Data-Driven Library September 18, 1:30-2:30 p.m. CDT

Upcoming Online Classes
Here’s a quick look at upcoming online classes. Classes are always being added so be sure to check out our course
schedule!
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Event Planning 101 August 1-3, 2:00-4:00 p.m. CDT
Metadata Principles and Practices 01: Metadata Basics August 3, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. CDT
Metadata Principles and Practices 02: Metadata Standards and Types August 3, 10:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. CDT
Metadata Principles and Practices 03: Customization and Exchange August 15, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
CDT Metadata Principles and Practices 04: Metadata Relationships August 17, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
CDT
Digital Citizenship in Today’s Libraries August 30, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. CDT (Early bird registration ends 8/8)
Cataloging eBooks: RDA and Provider-Neutral Guidelines September 7, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. CDT
(Early bird registration ends 8/16)
Clicking the Bait: Helping Patrons Decipher Fake News and Alternative Facts (back by popular demand!) September 7, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. CDT (Early bird registration ends 8/16)
Cataloging with RDA September 26- 29, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. CDT (Early bird registration ends
9/5)

MO INFO

Page 14

July 2017

Finding Common Threads: NKCPL Introduces Sewing Makerspace
A dream come true. That’s how Vickie Lewis, director of North Kansas City Public Library,
describes Common Threads, a new (mobile-for-the-moment) Makerspace initiative at NKCPL.
The project, which offered its inaugural courses in the spring of 2017, currently consists of a
slate of sewing classes, both technique and project-based. With offerings like Sewing for Beginners, plus a series of Make-Your-Own sessions (pillowcases, bags, wallets, and the like), the
present lineup is geared toward new and returning (read: rusty!) sewists. The best part? Participants need only bring themselves. Thanks to grant funding, the Library is able to furnish all the
necessary supplies for each class: sewing machines (Janome Magnolia 7330s), OttLites (floor
lamps), cutting mats and tables, fabric, scissors, and even thread. The cost for patrons? Absolutely free.
Lewis began mulling the possibility of a sewing-focused Makerspace several years ago — noting the
popularity of the Library’s adult art and craft classes, as well as Kansas City’s own burgeoning Maker
scene — but other building priorities seemed to conspire to keep those plans on the back burner. And
then, the stars aligned. The local Rotary Club approached
Lewis in 2016 with an offer of grant funding for a special
project. Did the Library have anything in mind?
Soon, with funding from the North Kansas City Rotary Club,
plus the Missouri Association of Community Arts agencies
and the Missouri Arts Council, a state agency, with Challenge America funds from the National Endowment of the
Arts, and the Library’s own friendship organization, the outlines of a Makerspace began to take shape. The Library purchased 12 new machines, plus yards
(and yards!) of fabric, notions and more, and then reached out to local sewing expert Lisa Ronning to teach bi-monthly classes. Within a
couple of weeks, each of those classes filled — as did their waiting lists — and the Library scrambled to add more sessions. Was there an
appetite for a textile-based creative space in Kansas City’s Northland? It would seem so.
So what’s next? Hopefully, putting the space in Makerspace. Currently, Common Threads classes
convene in the Library’s Meeting Room, but Lewis hopes to finish a dedicated Makerspace area on
the Library’s Lower Level within the next year. Once this happens, NKCPL will be able to add to its
slate of monthly sewing classes, including intermediate and advanced quilting classes, and make
space and supplies available for Open Sew sessions. Eventually, the Library hopes to offer instruction and materials related to other textile-based skills, as well, including knitting, crochet, and other
fabric arts.
The way Lewis sees it, the Makerspace’s possibilities are endless, as is this initiative’s potential to
foster connections and build community. “Common Threads is for everyone — not just quilters, and
not just women — who is interested in learning something new and connecting with others through
the shared language of sewing,” Lewis says. “Ultimately, it’s a place to connect, explore, discover and grow, regardless of what you know,
or don’t, about sewing or textiles. And we can’t wait to see where it goes.”
Amy Brown
Adult Programs Coordinator at NKCPL
abrown@nkcpl.org
816-221-3360
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MOBIUS Updates
2017 MOBIUS Annual Conference Recap

Librarians came together for sessions, training, and networking during the 2017 MOBIUS Annual Conference, held June 5-7 in
Columbia. The conference kicked off with a keynote presentation by Jim Tallman, CEO of Innovative Interfaces, Inc., followed
by a full day of sessions presented by librarians, including a featured presentation on digital services from Jolie Graybill, the Assistant Director for Digital Initiatives and Metadata Education for Minitex. In addition to these sessions, Innovative staff presented demonstrations of products now available to MOBIUS member libraries. Attendees also had the opportunity to stay for either
of two full-day training workshops: Martha Rice Sanders of Innovative led an in-depth training session for Innovative’s Electronic Resource Management module, and Alia Stowers, a Leadership Consultant, led The Changing Workforce: Engaging Millennials at Work.

MOBIUS Joins Open Textbook Network

MOBIUS is proud to announce its membership in the Open Textbook Network, an alliance of over 305 colleges and universities
working together to advance the use of open textbooks in higher education. The OTN's tools and services assist its member libraries in building sustainable open textbook programs.
OTN manages the Open Textbook Library – a premier and comprehensive catalog of over 350 open and over 700 faculty reviews
of the books. MOBIUS's membership means that all member libraries are now members of OTN and are eligible to participate in
their program. MOBIUS will be working with OTN to schedule a workshop for member libraries; be on the lookout for more
details!

MOBIUS Users Talk Back

We recently posted a link on the MOBIUS union catalog inviting users to tell us a little bit about how they use MOBIUS, and the
responses have been diverse and enlightening! Below are a few comments illustrating the wide range of services MOBIUS member libraries provide to their users:
I love, love, love MOBIUS and am a heavy user. I love the fact that I can check out almost any book I want to read from
the library. I feel so fortunate to have this service and I keep waiting for them to tell me I've used up my MOBIUS allotment. Such
a great benefit to having a library card!
MOBIUS allows me to get specific materials for theological research. I needed MOBIUS to receive certain works for a
senior thesis project that went beyond what most classes require.
I use these books as an inspiration for my practice as an artist.
We use MOBIUS to create audio books for the blind and physically handicapped. Our company "builds" the digital
books and inserts navigational points that allow our patrons to move back and forth in a book with ease. Having a copy of the
print book allows us to locate all chapters, pictures, maps, and special notes. These books are provided to the blind and physically handicapped at no charge through the National Library Service. In Missouri, this service is provided by Wolfner Library.
Thank you so much MOBIUS!
I've worked in higher education for nearly a decade, and one of my goals this year was to read more. Thus far, I've read
nearly 30 titles and nearly 80 percent of them have come through MOBIUS. I love it because there is such a wide array of materials available - more than my local library for sure! I hope it never goes away!
Getting books I read as a child/teen are not always available through my public library due to the age of the material,
but I usually can find it through MOBIUS. Sometimes I need richer information on a particular topic. My public library may not
have books about the topic I'm looking for. They tend to have more general topic info. With the academic libraries, I can usually
find what I need. I couldn't live without MOBIUS!
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University of Missouri SISLT Updates
The School of Information Science & Learning Technologies is pleased to share our latest news:

We’re involved!
•
•

•

Chris LeBeau will begin her presidential year for the Reference and User Services Association at the American Library Association conference in June.
Karen Robinson has been named Co-Chair of the Marketing Section of the Leadership Management Division of SLA.
In June 2017, she will begin her two-year member appointment of RUSA-RSS Marketing, Public Relations for Reference Services. Karen Robinson is currently serving on the Missouri Library Association 2017 Conference Planning
Committee.
Heather Moulaison Sandy has been elected a Member at Large of the Collaborative Initiative for French Language
Collections Steering Committee, which is a division of the Center for Research Libraries.

We’re presenting!
•

•

•
•
•

Karen Robinson will be presenting a workshop on July 14 to the St. Louis Regional Library Network about her experiences at the Disney Leadership Institute and how these lessons can be applied to library management. Registration information can be found at https://slrln.org/.
Twyla Gibson will be presenting her research on the Greek Key Virtual Research Environment at the International Conference of the Society for the History of Authorship, Reading and Publishing (SHARP) on June 10. She will also be presenting her research on early texts and media studies at the Eighteenth Annual Convention of the Media Ecology Association on June 23.
Denice Adkins and Heather Moulaison Sandy will be presenting the results of their research on Latino social media use
at the 16th Annual Cambio de Colores conference in St. Louis on June 15.
Sanda Erdelez presented a paper on millennials, information encountering, and information literacy at the Western Balkan Information Literacy Conference in in Bihac, Bosnia & Herzegovina, June 6-9, 2017.
Sharla Lair, Springfield LIS Program Liaison, will be presenting on a panel at the American Library Association conference in Chicago. The panel is Negotiation between Libraries and Vendors: Practices and Strategies.

We’re publishing!
•

•
•
•

SISLT professors Beth Brendler, Denice Adkins, Heather Moulaison Sandy and SISLT alumni Vanessa Adams, Lindsey
Beckman, and Natalia Wiggins-Prelas have published an article in the Journal of Research on Libraries and Young
Adults that examined library catalog holdings of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender materials for children and young
adults. The paper will be appearing at http://www.yalsa.ala.org/jrlya/.
Heather Moulaison Sandy and Beth Brendler have published an article in the Journal of Documentation comparing coverage of LGBT intersectional fiction between a traditional library vendor and a non-traditional ebook platform.
Jenny Bossaller and Heather Moulaison Sandy published a systematic review of library discovery layers in College and
Research Libraries.
Denice Adkins and Heather Moulaison Sandy published an article on information source usage of Latin American immigrants in the Midwest in Library Quarterly.

And our alumni are changing the world!
Visit SISLT News (http://sislt.missouri.edu/category/news/) to see some of our featured alumni, including Eliot Boden (MA2013), Nancy Bolt (MA-1972), and Jim Andrews (MA-1997, Ph.D-2000).
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University of Missouri Columbia OER Librarian Chosen to Lead Open
Textbook Network Initiative
Cycle of Success Interview with Outreach Librarian, Grace Atkins
Q: You’ve been selected by the MOBIUS Board to serve as a MOBIUS System
Leader for the Open Textbook Network Initiative. Congratulations! What does
this mean?
A: Thank you! Let’s break it down: MOBIUS is a network of 192 libraries that provides access to shared information resources, services, and expertise. When one of
our university libraries doesn’t have a book or other resource, we go into the MOBIUS online catalog and see if one of the other branches has what we need. In turn, we
do the same for other MOBIUS partners.
The MOBIUS system just gained membership to the Open Textbook Network
(OTN), which provides access to the Open Textbook Library, a set of peer-reviewed,
customizable academic textbooks. Over 350 campuses are part of the OTN, and now
Mizzou faculty will have access to their huge set of online textbooks that are free to
students.
Q: This sounds like a form of OER?
A: Yes, free textbooks are a form of an Open Educational Resource (OER). An OER
can be “teaching, learning, and research resources that reside in the public domain or
have been released under an intellectual property license that permits their free use and re-purposing by others." To over-simplify, an
OER is a free textbook or any other teaching resource/tool that students don’t have to pay for. Which is great, because right now a
student at Mizzou currently spends an average of $500—$700 each year on course materials (see May 2017 OER report for more
stats).
Q: Why were you nominated for this position?
A: I’ve been the coordinator for our campus’s OER Interest Group for two years, and I recently presented on OER at MOBIUS’s
annual conference a few weeks ago. I’m currently working to support the new MU System OER Initiative that Dr. Choi announced
today.
Q: How does being a member of the Open Textbook Network support the UM System’s new OER Initiative?
A: The Open Textbook Network (OTN) promotes access, affordability, and student success through the use of open textbooks.
Founded and run by the University of Minnesota's Center for Open Education, the OTN manages the Open Textbook Library which
contains open textbooks licensed to be freely used, adapted, and distributed. With our membership, we now have access to these resources, which provide options for faculty who pursue the MU System OER Initiative.
Of course, we’ll also be working with OpenStax, SPARC, and other OER organizations and discovery tools. With an UM System
initiative this big, it’s useful for faculty to have many options when it comes to OER, and it’s even more useful to have a trained experts and librarians such as myself to provide resources, instruction, and support for those faculty.
Q: So, what is the role of a System Leader in the Open Textbook Network?
A: The Open Textbook Network has what is essentially a train-the-trainer program for new members. As a System Leader, I’ll be
trained to train the other libraries in the MOBIUS system, including the libraries here at Mizzou. I’ll be going to a summer institute at
the University of Minnesota in August to learn all about how to use and customize the resources and templates in the Open Textbook
Library, and then I’ll train other librarians in our MOBIUS system to teach faculty, staff, and other educators on how to use these
free resources in their courses.
Q: How does a leadership role with the Open Textbook Network contribute to the libraries’ Cycle of Success?
A: Providing access to course materials at no cost creates a more equitable learning environment for students. When all students can
afford to access the textbooks they need, their academic performance and retention improves. If I teach librarians how to teach faculty to use the Open Textbook Library, then the libraries have established a cycle that ultimately results in student academic achievement.
You can learn more about Open Educational Resources (OER) at libraryguides.missouri.edu/OpenEducationalResources
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A.T. Still Memorial Library 3-D Printing Contest Update
http://guides.atsu.edu/3Dprinting
http://guides.atsu.edu/3Dprinting/2017ContestGallery
A.T. Still Memorial Library held a 3-D printer contest beginning in February 2017 for both the Missouri and Arizona campuses. Model designs were to meet the following criteria: use in healthcare education or healthcare in general, innovation, creativity, originality, impact on
learning, and ability to meet design learning objectives.
Both campuses received several entries. The top three winners from each campus were:
Missouri campus

First Prize: Jeremy Houser, PhD; Baydon Hilton, fellow; and Blake Stringham, fellow
3-D Ophthalomotrope
The intended use will be an interactive device that a teacher or student can manipulate to demonstrate
normal anatomical movements in the eyes, as well as pathologic states when one or more of these
muscular systems have been compromised.
Second Prize: Dallyn Udall, OMS II
3-D Sagittal brain sections
The intended use is to assist in gaining a better understanding of anatomical and spatial relationships
between different components of the brain and how they relate to each other.
Third Prize: Jamie Carroll, senior graphic artist
3-D Preservative-free eye drop container
The intended use is to address the need to work with patients to assess needs and provide a 3D solution. This container was created to address a patient’s need.

Missouri campus 1st prize winners
Houser, Hilton, and Stringham.
Arizona campus
First Prize: Jon Seo, D2, and Garrett Seymore, D2
Safe mandibular surgery model
The intended use is to serve as an aid in helping surgeons and pre-surgeons accurately visualize
positions of vital nerve pathways in a three-dimensional space that will need to be avoided when
making surgical incisions.
Second Prize: Matthew Kahn, DDS, MS; Desiree Lovett, D2; and Kristina Rodriguez, D2
3-D printing for implant surgical guide
The intended use is to precisely place dental implants using information on the bone, bone density,
and nerve location to ensure an implant can be placed in the most optimal position.
Third Prize: Jake Zellner, D1
3-D Human skull for dental anesthetic technique
The intended use is for the study of skeletal anatomy to learn complex trigeminal nerve anatomy to
be able to administer injections.
A panel of faculty and/or staff from each campus judged the models. Models will be displayed within
both A.T. Still Memorial Library campus locations.
Debra Loguda-Summers, Public Services Manager
A.T. Still Memorial Library - Missouri
800 West Jefferson
Kirksville, MO 63501
Phone: 660 626 2645
Fax: 660.626.2333
Toll-Free: 1 866 626 ATSU Ext. 2645
dsummers@atsu.edu

Arizona campus 1st prize winners
Seo and Seymore.
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Wolfner Library Updates

Wolfner Library is spreading the word about our dial-in book clubs! If anyone at your library is also a Wolfner Library user and is interested in participating in one or more book clubs, have them contact Amy Nickless, Adult Services Librarian, at
amy.nickless@sos.mo.gov or call 1-800-392-2614 and ask for Amy.
The upcoming schedule:
• August 17th at 2 p.m. Novel Reads (fiction club): Ancillary Justice by Ann Leckie
• August 24th at 2 p.m. Good Books (mild reads club): Hidden Figures: The American Dream and the Untold Story of the Black
Women Mathematicians Who Helped Win the Space Race by Margot Lee Shetterly
• August 31st at 2 p.m. Big Ideas (nonfiction club): Sun, Moon, Earth: The History of Solar Eclipses, from Omens of Doom to
Einstein and Exoplanets by Tyler Nordgren
• September 14th at 2 p.m. Novel Reads: A Good American by Alex George
• September 21st at 2 p.m. Good Books: The Moonflower Vine by Jetta Carlson
• September 28th at 2 p.m. Big Ideas: Wanted, Frank and Jesse James: The Real Story by Margaret Baldwin and Par O’Brien
• October 12th at 2 p.m. Novel Reads: Gremlins by George Gipe
• October 19th at 2 p.m. Good Books: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
• October 26th at 2 p.m. Big Ideas: Deaths on Pleasant Street: The Ghastly Enigma of Colonel Swope and Doctor Hyde by Giles
Fowler
Amy Nickless
Adult Services Librarian
amy.nickless@sos.mo.gov

St. Louis County Library’s Little Readers Festival Receives Award
St. Louis County Library has been notified that its Little Readers Festival received an Excellence rating as part of the 2017 National
Association of County Information Officers’ Awards of Excellence. The rating qualifies the Little Readers Festival for consideration in
the Best in Class award which will be announced at the organization’s annual awards reception on Friday, July 21 in Columbus, Ohio.
Despite hundreds of submissions, St. Louis County Library’s (SLCL) Little Readers Festival was considered among the most innovative and creative for 2017. The festival took place at Library Headquarters in September 2016. It was geared toward children up to age
five and their families. Many activities were offered including one of SLCL’s iconic bookmobiles on which kids could check-out
books while their parents got nostalgic about their own bookmobile experiences. The PNC Mobile Learning Adventure provided early
literacy based activities for kids ages 0-5. The Bubble Bus was another crowd favorite along with the Ladue Fire and Police Department which also sent firefighters.
More than 3,000 people attended the first Little Readers Festival. As a result, SLCL will hold the second Little Readers Festival on
Saturday, September 23, 2017 at Library Headquarters, from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Specific plans are not set yet, but details will
be posted on the kids section of the library’s webpage www.slcl.org/kids.
At the first festival, SLCL families had access to free screenings from the Center for Hearing and Speech as well as visits with the Nine
Network and a stroller full of Chihuahuas from the APA. SLCL’s Youth Services staff presented two Llama Llama themed story times
with a visit from Llama Llama himself. Juggling Jeff provided strolling entertainment and Murray’s Shaved Ice was on hand so kids
could get a cool treat. SLCL and Ready Readers gave each child a free book and provided activities to keep the kids busy.
St. Louis County Library is grateful for the award from the National Association of County Information Officers.
Photos from the first Little Readers Festival can be seen here.
For more information, contact Jennifer McBride at 314 994-3300, Ext. 2250 or via email at jmcbride@slcl.org.
Jennifer McBride
Communications Manager
St. Louis County Library
jmcbride@slcl.org
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Mid-America Library Alliance
Understanding Employment Law Workshop

July 28, 2017: Understanding Employment Law – Mid-Continent Public Library, South Independence Branch
The function of human resources is one of the most vital roles in the library. Whether a library has an HR professional
on staff or if a library staff member wears the hat as the HR representative, they are still responsible for compliance with
employment laws for their library. Employment law covers all rights and obligations within the employer-employee relationship – whether current employees, job applicants, or former employees.
Cost:
•
•

MALA Member: $65.00
Non-Member: $130.00

Special Workshop
Copyright, Fair Use, and Intellectual Property –
Where Do Librarians Fit In?

August 4, 2017: Copyright, Fair Use, and Intellectual Property - Where Do Librarians Fit In? – Mid-Continent Public
Library, Woodneath Library
There are three groups who are touched by the Copyright Act: creators, publishers/producers and users. Libraries are the
middle-man between the creators and their publisher/producers and the users who seek that information. We can also be
a conduit to vital information for the rising creators, helping them to safeguard original content and/or sample legally.
Every day, we find copyright issues to address – some are flying under our radar.

Presenter Gretchen McCord is an attorney licensed by the State of Texas. She provides legal advising and training in the
areas of copyright, trademark, privacy, licensing, and other legal issues associated with digital information and social
media. Her practice focuses on assisting educational institutions and libraries, small and mid-sized businesses, and nonprofit organizations as they transition into the digital world.
The Missouri State Library, through a LSTA grant, is funding a limited number of seats in this workshop for
Missouri library staff. If you would like a grant-supported seat, please follow this link to register.
Cost:
•
•

MALA Member: $75.00 (box lunch included)
Non-Member: $150.00 (box lunch included)

Reader’s Advisory and Social Media Workshop

August 17, 2017: Reader’s Advisory and Social Media – Mid-Continent Public Library, North Independence Branch
Are you looking for ways to expand your RA services to your library patrons? Join us for a 4-hour workshop where you
will learn how to use social media to provide readers’ advisory in a new and innovative way. This workshop will cover
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Tumblr.
Cost:
•
•

MALA Member: $35.00
Non-Member: $70.00
(Continued on page 21)
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Mid-America Library Alliance

Young Adult Workshop 2017 – Save the Date
September 12, 2017: Young Adult Workshop – TBD.

The Young Adult Workshop planning committee is currently pulling together this popular MALA workshop. The registration page will be updated as more information becomes available, such as presenters, sessions, keynote, etc. Check
back often for the updates!
Cost:
•
•

MALA Member: $70.00 (lunch included)
Non-Member: $140.00 (lunch included)

Introducing MALA PRO FLEX Online Training

Through continuing education opportunities, the Mid-America Library Alliance assists libraries to better serve their
communities.
Effective July 1, 2017, MALA PRO FLEX Online Training will be accessible to all MALA members free of charge.
FLEX (Foundation for Library Excellence) has been designed by library staff for library staff, with the intent of developing specialized skills and awareness of current and evolving library practices.
Categories of training include:
• Reader’s Advisory
• Basic Library Services
• Programming, Trends and Community Engagement
• Supervisor, Management and Leadership
• Human Resources
• Paraprofessionals
• Health and Wellness
• Computers and Technology
• Library Displays
• Children’s Services
• Teen Services
• MALA Courier Delivery and Interlibrary Loan
It also includes MALA’s Harassment Prevention Training for Library Staff and Supervisors!
If your library is participating in the MALA Get Connected Courier Delivery Service or your library is a member of
MALA, then you qualify for this free training. For non-member libraries, MALA also offers Educational Affiliate
memberships starting at $25/year for an individual, which provide access to the training.
Contact Mary Puhr at marypuhr@mid-americalibraryalliance.org if you have any questions about the MALA PRO
FLEX Online Training. If you would like to contribute and share your expertise with other library staff in a FLEX training video, contact Susan Burton at susanburton@mid-americalibraryalliance.org.
Kirsten Myers
Special Projects Coordinator and Courier Services
Mid-America Library Alliance
kirstenmyers@mid-americalibraryalliance.org
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St. Louis County Library Opens Renovated Bridgeton Trails Branch
St. Louis County Library will open the renovated Bridgeton Trails Branch on June 13 at
9:00 a.m. as part of the Your Library Renewed campaign. Construction on the Bridgeton
Trails Branch began in October 2016 and is part of a multi-year, $120+ million campaign to renovate or replace 19 branches within the Library District. The Bridgeton
Trails Branch is the first of three renovated branches to reopen this year. Florissant Valley will reopen in July. The Daniel Boone Branch will reopen in September. The Bridgeton Trails Branch is located at 3455 McKelvey Rd. in Bridgeton, MO.

The new seating areas.

Visitors to the Bridgeton Trails Branch
will first notice the new plaza with native plantings at the entrance to the
The new Quiet Reading Room.
branch. Once inside, a large circulation
desk welcomes patrons. The enhanced
children’s area features a colorful, red entryway. Kid-sized shelving, called browsing
bins, allows children to more easily select their own books. The space also features special furniture for families to read and do activities together, as well as a family restroom.
Teens will have a designated space also, with bold furniture. Two private study rooms
have been added to the branch, as well as a quiet reading room, a laptop bar, a business
center with fax, copy and scanning machines, and a vending area. A revamped community meeting room with a projector, sound system and whiteboard will be available for
use by individuals and organizations. New shelving, furniture and carpeting has been
installed throughout the branch.
The renovated Bridgeton Trails Branch was designed by Bond Architects. The project’s
budget was $2.5 million and was funded by proceeds from a 2012 tax initiative.

The new Teen Area.

SLCL is in the second phase of the Your Library Renewed campaign. At the end of
2017, SLCL will have renovated or
replaced 14 of its 20 branches. Construction will continue this fall with at
the following branches: Mid-County,
Grand Glaize and Meramec Valley.
The timeline is subject to change based
on weather conditions and other factors.

More details about the construction projects can be found at www.slcl.org/your-libraryrenewed. Please contact Jennifer McBride, Communications Manager at 314-994-3300
ext. 2250 for media inquiries about the Your Library Renewed campaign.
Jennifer McBride
Communications Manager
St. Louis County Library
jmcbride@slcl.org

The new Children’s Area
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UMKC Libraries
“Red Star Over China” 80 Years Later
The UMKC Diastole Scholars' Center partnered
with the UMKC University Libraries for an exhibit
exploring Edgar Snow’s life and legacy, and 80
years of US-China Relations. The Exhibit will be
on display on the 4th floor of the Miller Nichols
Library through July.
A Kansas City native, Edgar Snow spent much of
the 1930s traveling across China. In 1936, he became the first westerner to meet and interview
Mao Tse-tung. Snow spent five months interviewing Mao and other Chinese Communist leaders,
and published his book, Red Star Over China, the
following year. His work made Snow world famous, and his book is hailed as the catalyst for the
development of trade, diplomacy, and cultural exchanges between the US and China.

world.

Currently on display is phase one of the exhibit.
Once the exhibit is complete, it will begin traveling to other locations across the state, country, and

Summer Exhibit at UMKC University Libraries
“Days in the Sun,” the summer exhibit at the Miller Nichols
Library, explores all of the warm fuzzy feelings summertime
brings us. From family vacations to sunbathing on the beach
with friends, images from the LaBudde Special Collections get
visitors in the summer mood.
The digitization of photographs and documents housed in
LaBudde Special Collections has made this type of thematic
work incredibly simple. A basic keyword search in our online
digital collection allows our students, faculty, staff, and worldwide community to pull related materials from many different
collections at once, rather than sifting through the physical collections one-by-one.
The exhibit will be on display on the ground floor of the library through the summer.

UMKC Librarian Elected CALA President
Fu Zhuo, a Research and Liaison Librarian at Miller Nichols Library, was recently elected as Incoming Vice President/President Elect of 2019-2020 for the Chinese American Librarians Association (CALA).
Zhuo has been with the UMKC University Libraries for over 10 years, and a CALA board member since 2015.
While he is the library liaison for many different departments and groups on campus, he is passionate about supporting and assisting UMKC’s international student population. Zhuo plays a central role in planning the Library's
hugely successful and widely appreciated International Students Day Celebration every year.

(Continued on page 24)

MO INFO

July 2017

Page 24

UMKC Libraries
(Continued from page 23)

UMKC Fall Conference: Open Education
Mark your calendars! September 8, 2017 in Kansas
City: UMKC Online and the Faculty Center for Excellence in Teaching (FaCET) are hosting a regional
Fall Conference on Open Education.
Open Education is both a new and old idea, drawing
on the best traditions of sharing knowledge and scholarship. Conference registration is now open and
presentation proposals are being accepted. More information is available online at https://
online.umkc.edu/oer17/

St. Louis County Library Receives State & Local History Award
St. Louis County Library’s We Are St. Louis series has won an award from the American Association for State and Local History (AASLH). The Award of Merit for Leadership in History will be given to St. Louis County Library at the AASLH’s annual meeting on September 8 in Austin, Texas.
We Are St. Louis strives to bring attention to the wide variety of identities, cultures, races and ethnicities that have always made
St. Louis a vibrant, diverse place to live and work. The first program was presented in August 2016, and focused on St. Louis’
German heritage. Since then, the program has examined the influence of Mexicans, African Americans, Jewish Americans and
Bosnians. A program about Chinese heritage will be featured in August.
Each program in the series delves into the influence and culture of the featured group. Experts, historians and representatives
from local cultural institutions give a presentation about the group and its history. Music, dance, food, costume, and traditions
may also be highlighted. For example, during the Bosnian program, dance group Kud Djerdan STL shared traditional dances. At
another program, a local restaurateur supplied traditional Mexican food.
The first several We Are St. Louis programs were presented in partnership with St. Louis County Parks and made possible by a
grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services awarded by the Missouri State Library. Although the grant is complete, St. Louis County Library and St. Louis County Parks will continue the series in partnership.
Information about the next We Are St. Louis program follows:
We Are St. Louis: Chinese Heritage
Thursday, August 31, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
St. Louis County Library Headquarters, 1640 S. Lindbergh, Ladue, Missouri 63131
Learn about the rich Chinese heritage and culture in St. Louis from John Yeh and the St. Louis Modern Chinese School.
Experience traditional music, dance and more. Registration required.
For more information or to register for the next We Are St. Louis program, please call 314-994-3300.
Jennifer McBride
Communications Specialist
St. Louis County Library
jmcbride@slcl.org
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Mid-Continent Public Library Hosts ‘How-To Fair’

Mid-Continent Public Library’s Blue Ridge Branch hosted a How-To Fair this
past April. During the festival, the Library offered more than 30 instructional
sessions on how to accomplish a variety of interesting, practical, and entertaining tasks—from tips on how to dress for success to learning how to make an
emergency kit for your car.
How-To Fair sessions were grouped into seven unique categories, and each
was led by a community partner or topic expert from across the city such as
the Kansas City, MO, Health Department, the Full Employment Council, and
members of the Library’s own staff. Additionally, MCPL’s Reading Rocket, a
mobile early literacy unit that travels to underserved areas of the community,
was on site all day offering storytimes and early literacy activities for the
whole family.

Categories of How-To Fair instructional sessions included:
•
It’s My City
•
Look Good/Feel Good
•
Job Skills
•
Tech Talks
•
STEAM
•
All in Fun
•
Take It Outside
The How-To Fair drew 90 attendees to MCPL’s Blue Ridge Branch.

MCPL's Food for Fines Program Stocks Local Pantries

MCPL’s bi-annual Food for Fines program, which allows customers to turn in nonperishable
food items in place of money to pay off their fines, collected a record-breaking 14,012 food
items for local pantries this May, bringing the Library’s total collection to more than 72,000
since the program’s inception. Following the completion of the weeklong program, each of the
Library’s 31 branches donated the food to local charitable organizations.
“The Blue Ridge Branch of Mid-Continent Public Library has been instrumental in partnering
with CAC’s pantry with their semi-annual Food for Fines drive,” said Pam Meek, Community
Assistance Council Programs Coordinator. “The generosity of our community and the donation
program provided by MCPL is a partnership that has become important to the success of our
agency.”
MCPL offers Food for Fines leading into the summer to encourage active participation in
the Summer Learning Program and again in the fall at the start of the school year. The next
round of MCPL’s Food for Fines program will be held from September 11 to September 17.
Customers are encouraged to bring in boxed meals, canned food, peanut butter, cereal, and pasta. Each donated food item counts as $1 toward a customer’s fines and fees (up to $10).
For more information on MCPL’s Food for Fines program, visit mymcpl.org/food-for-fines.

(Continued on page 26)
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Mid-Continent Public Library Debuts Summer of Learning

This May, Mid-Continent Public Library launched its redesigned Summer Learning Program, which takes a new
STEAM-focused approach toward the Library’s traditional Summer Reading Program—a program that drew more
than 33,500 active participants last year.
This year, kids who participate in MCPL’s Summer Learning Program, which runs from now until July 31, can
earn points in three different ways: reading, completing educational activities at home, and attending selected programs at the Library. Points can then be applied toward free books and the chance to win prizes. Kids can sign up
and track their progress through an easy-to-use online software called Beanstack. Upon signing up, participants are
automatically divided into one of three categories:
• Explorers – ages birth - 5
• Challengers – ages 6 - 12
• Voyagers – ages 13 - 19
All participants earn points for reading as well as for completing “learning tracks” at home. A full list of learning
track activities is provided online and includes STEAM-related (science and sports, technology and teamwork, engineering and environment, arts and architecture, and math and me—self-development) exercises like building with
LEGO® bricks or sorting items to recycle. In addition to reading and independent skill building through the learning tracks, participants can earn points for attending free programs at the Library such as Theatre of the Imagination’s Build a Better World and
WildHeart Presents: Build a Better World, both courtesy of the Missouri Association of Community Arts Agencies (MACAA).
In fact, many Summer Learning Program events have been made possible by generous donations. The Kansas City Royals have donated several
Scholastic Victory Programs for kids and teens, and LEGOLAND Discovery Center has donated programs in which participants will learn from a
LEGOLAND Master Model Builder. SEA LIFE Kansas City has also contributed programs, which will offer kids the chance to come face-toface with sea creatures during a Mobile Touch Tank Q&A.
Based on points earned, children are also eligible to win tickets and special experiences from the Library’s 2017 Summer Learning Program partners, which include:
• Kansas City Royals
• LEGOLAND Discovery Center and SEA LIFE Kansas City
• Science City
• Worlds of Fun/Oceans of Fun
• CoCo Key Water Resort
In addition, weekly surprise prizes have been provided by the Kansas City Chiefs, Powell Gardens, the Kansas City T-Bones, The College Basketball Experience, Paradise Park, Main Event Entertainment, the Kansas City Symphony, and iFLY Kansas City. In addition to prizes from partner organizations, participants can earn the chance to win branch grand prizes including Kindle Fire Kids Editions for Explorers, Kindle Fire HDs
for Challengers, and Beats by Dre wireless headphones for Voyagers.
To date, more than 17,700 kids have signed up for MCPL’s Summer Learning Program. To learn more, visit mymcpl.org/fun.

Library and Harvesters Help Alleviate Childhood Summer Hunger

As part of its Childhood Hunger Initiative and to help alleviate summer childhood hunger, Harvesters – The Community Food Network is offering its summer feeding program—Kids Cafe—at more
than 60 sites this summer including seven Mid-Continent Public Library branches:
• Blue Ridge Branch
• Buckner Branch
• Grandview Branch
• North Independence Branch
• Red Bridge Branch
• Riverside Branch
• South Independence Branch
Working with the USDA and the States of Kansas and Missouri, Harvesters’ Kids Cafe offers free
summer meals. The summer theme, Meet and Eat, welcomes all children and teens ages 18 and younger to come and meet up with their friends
and enjoy a healthy meal. Many sites provide activities as well. Mid-Continent Public Library, for example, will offer numerous free programs
for children this summer as part of its annual Summer Learning Program, which encourages kids and teens to stay intellectually engaged over the
summer months.
For more information about the Library’s Summer Learning Program and other initiatives, visit mymcpl.org.
(Continued on page 27)
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KC Chiefs and Students Visit Midwest Genealogy Center

On May 17, Mid-Continent Public Library’s Midwest
Genealogy Center had some special guests stop by! Kansas City Chiefs quarterbacks Alex Smith, Tyler Bray, and
Joel Stave met high school football players from the Independence, Mo., school district to learn about family history research, participate in a special genealogy scavenger
hunt, and record interviews with the Chiefs players for
MGC’s Tell Me a Story oral history program.
“It was an introduction for all of us into the genealogy
center and how it works,” Smith said. “And a chance for
us to take part in that was really cool.”
At the end of the hunt, the students also had the opportunity to ask the players questions.
“It was fun to get real with those guys in there and let
them ask some questions and be honest with them,” Smith
said.

Learn more about the Midwest Genealogy Center and how you can start tracing your family history today at midwestgenealogycenter.org.

Springfield-Greene County Library District Updates
Missouri and the Great War Traveling Exhibit

April 2017 marked the 100th anniversary of America’s entry into
the First World War.
On June 30, 2017, a traveling exhibit exploring Missouri’s role in
World War I will be open for public viewing at the Missouri
State Capitol in Jefferson City. Developed by the SpringfieldGreene County Library District and the Missouri Humanities
Council, the exhibit features seven double-sided panels exploring
the many facets of World War I history told through the perspective of Missouri and Missourians.
Accompanying the exhibit are two touch-screen kiosks, where
visitors can explore more content, artifacts and photographs, and
discover locations of World War I monuments throughout the
state. The exhibit will also feature a new seven-minute documentary video featuring footage from the war.
(Continued on page 28)
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Missouri and the Great War Traveling Exhibit
(Continued from page 27)

From 3:30-5:30 p.m. on July 11 in the State Capitol, the Missouri Humanities Council, the Springfield-Greene County Library District and
the Missouri State Museum will host an opening reception for the exhibit.
The exhibit will be available until Aug. 27 in Jefferson City before it travels across the state.

Orange is the New Black Author Headlines Fundraiser

Piper Kerman’s memoir of her year in a women’s prison became a critically acclaimed Netflix series,
but it also put her on an advocacy path that has taken her to Capitol Hill and prison classrooms. The
author entertained and educated a crowd of fans on April 22 at the Springfield Art Museum for a Library
Foundation fundraiser. She first visited with fans during a $75 ticketed reception, squeezed in media
interviews and joined the crowd in the auditorium for an hour-long presentation and Q&A. She talked
about some of the actual friends she made during her prison time — far different from the Netflix portrayals — and how she maintains contact with nearly all of them.
Kerman gave kudos to the state of Missouri for what she and others call “The Missouri Miracle.” The
state strives to place incarcerated juveniles in facilities as close to their hometowns as possible to be near
their family and support system.
(Continued on page 29)
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Friends of the Library Spring Book Sale Tops $132,000

A rainy April week didn’t dampen bargain hunters’ spirits during the Friends of the Library Spring Book Sale on April 26–April 30.
Sales from the week totaled $132,037.69. That’s the third-highest sales total in the Friends sales history. The record was $147,337.21
in Fall 2015.
Proceeds from the Friends sales help pay for concerts, children’s programs, author events and library improvements. The Friends also
donated $500,000 toward the Schweitzer Brentwood Branch Library renovation.

Explore Space Exhibit, Programs Take All on a Cosmic Journey

A traveling exhibit “Explore Space, A Cosmic Journey” at the Library Center June 8-Aug. 4 is the impetus for a summer-long series
of programs for kids, teens and adults that explores the science of space and astronomy. Kids’ events include StarLab, and Inventor’s
Workshop and a skype visit with author Stuart Gibbs. Teens are treated to a Lost on Mars LARP, Intergalactic Iron Chef and Intergalactic Spray Paint. Adults can hear “American Eclipse” author David Baron, sky gaze with an astronomical society, learn about recent
NASA discoveries and Missouri’s Meteorite Impact Structures.
The multi-panel exhibit for libraries is part of the STAR Library Education Network (STAR_Net) let by the National Center for Interactive Learning at the Space Science Institute. Exhibit partners include the American Library Association, the Lunar and Planetary
Institute and Afterschool Alliance. Explore Space is supported through a grant from the National Science Foundation.

Student Assesses Seniors’ Computer Skills Needs

Gerontology practicum student Eman Alabkari, who completed her 540-hour practicum this
spring, was instrumental in furthering the Ask the Edge program both at the Library’s Edge
Community Technology Center and in Greene County senior centers. She created surveys for
the older adults to complete so Edge staff could gauge what they learned and still want to learn.
Eman made contact with over 100 seniors during a two and a half month period. Eman created
a poster detailing her project and the results.

Summer Reading Program Takes to the Streets

Summer Reading Program events traveled throughout the Springfield-Greene County community
when the annual program got underway May 20. The Mobile Library brought games, marble
mazes, sidewalk chalk, bubbles and more at several public housing complexes through Summer
Reading to Go. Youth Services staff featured games, stories and TV celebrities during Fantastic
Fridays at the Springfield Art Museum, Steam Engine grounds and other local attractions. Back at
the Schweitzer Brentwood Branch, Jay and Leslie Cady drew 40 kids and adults for a Family Juggling Workshop. “Kids learned how to juggle balls and scarves, balance spinning plates on sticks,
twirl scarves and much more as they laughed and learned with their families,” said Youth Services Manager Jeannine Birkenfeld.

Second Fix-it Fair Turns Brokens into Workables Again

The Queen City Beard and Moustache Federation helped some 30 people repair their broken
items at the Midtown Carnegie Branch’s second Fix-it Fair June 3. "Brokens" included an umbrella, oscillating fans, several bicycles,
a chair, a pair of shoes and a chandelier. Edge staffer Michal Jamerson also demonstrated the branch’s 3-D printer and was available
to troubleshoot computer-related repairs.

Author Michael Wallis Unveils New Donner Party Book

Best-selling author Michael Wallis talked about his new book The Best Land Under Heaven: The Donner Party in the Age of Manifest Destiny for Wallis fans on June 6 at the Schweitzer Brentwood Branch Library. Many of the attendees were members of the area’s Route 66 Association, which credits Wallis for the resurgence of the old highway due to his book Route 66: The Mother Road.
(Continued on page 30)
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Wonder Woman Mixes Science and Celebrity

Fans of all ages flocked to the Fair Grove Branch – some drove from towns 36 miles away – to visit with Springfield Wonder
Woman cosplayer Kathleen Thompson. Staff led children in making wind speed trackers, or anemometers, and created our
gauntlets, masks and swords before taking selfies with Wonder Woman.

Library Launches Online Book Discussion Group

Just in time for summer reading, the Library rolled out a new book discussion group, ReadUps, so book lovers can discuss the
current read entirely on Facebook. The virtual book discussion started in June with “Arrowood” by Laura McHugh and will be
moderated by Library Center Reference Librarian Miranda Eudaly. “There are lots of people who want to talk about the books
they are reading but find it difficult to attend book discussions for whatever reason — busy schedules, social anxiety, etcetera —
so we’re giving them an easy way to participate in a discussion without attending an event,” said Miranda. “ReadUps members
can give their two cents, even if it’s in the middle of the night.”

Summer Storytimes Feature Eight Mo. Legislators

Springfield-Greene County children are getting to know their legislators in a different light – as storybook readers – during a summer-long series, Stories with Your Legislators. Each legislator is featured during a different branch storytime. Guests include Reps. Kevin Austin, Curtis Trent, Sonya
Anderson, Crystal Quade, Mike Moon, Steve Helms, Elijah Haahr and Sen. Jay Wasson. Rep. Trent
arrived extra early and stayed the entire storytime, also visiting with a day care that came to visit, so
he really got to experience the busy season of summer reading at the Library.

Kathleen O’Dell
Community Relations Director
Springfield-Greene County Library District
kathleeno@thelibrary.org
Brian Grubbs
Local History and Genealogy Department Manager
Springfield-Greene County Library District
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