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  Changes from, by, and for MLA Members  

 
I recently attended a conference where I was told that the only one who likes change is a 
wet baby.  However, in the Missouri Library Association, we have come to embrace change 
as a means of revitalizing and reinvigorating the organization. 

Last fall the MLA Board took the fiscally responsible step of removing all staff support for 
the organization.  While this has created a great deal of work for the many MLA volunteers, 
there have been related positive benefits in terms of an actively participatory membership 
and renewed interest in the organization and the services it provides. 

Earlier this year, MLA took a correlated step in closing the MLA office.  Operating without a 
permanent address has also created difficulty for the volunteers as we try to maintain both 
internal and external communication links.  Fortunately, since we are relying more on elec-
tronic communication, this is less of a problem than it might otherwise have been. 

As fiscal necessity has driven us to revitalize and renew MLA, we have also been involved in a strategic rethinking and 
reinvention of the organization.  In 2008 the MLA Board surveyed the entire membership, solicited member opinions at 
the annual convention, and generally sought to articulate necessary changes for MLA.  In 2009, the MLA Board estab-
lished the MLA Task Force on Structure, Organization, and Governance to consider options and recommend a more 
permanent solution.   

The impetus for changes in MLA clearly came from the membership, and the Task Force appointed by the Board con-
sists of enthusiastic MLA volunteers who are clearly trying to design structures which will benefit MLA‘s members.  

The Task Force has carefully prepared and proposed a new set of bylaws to make MLA more representative of and 
beneficial for its members.  The Task Force is recommending that the new bylaws be adopted at this annual meeting, 
with full implementation in January of 2012.  There will be time for the membership to discuss and recommend changes 
during the times set aside for this purpose at this year‘s annual convention.  There is also ample time over the next few 
months for members to consider thoughtfully how this organization should be shaped to best serve its members.   
 
At this point, we, the membership, are clearly obligated to carefully consider these recommendations and respond, so 
that the resulting changes are implemented in a way which ensures a strong future for MLA of which we can all be 
proud.  Please do go to the Task Force website (http://mlataskforce.wordpress.com/), read the proposed bylaws and 
provide your input and opinions. 
 
As we move forward in this time of change for MLA, remember that the five characteristics of your changing organization 
remain constant:  (1) MLA supports legislation as a lobbyist. (2) MLA is your link to ALA and other state associations. (3) 
MLA provides networking opportunities and conferences. (4) MLA is efficiently and responsively developing an online 
presence. (5) MLA is flexible, adaptable and responsive. 

Sharon McCaslin, President 
smccaslin@fontbonne.edu  

http://mlataskforce.wordpress.com/
mailto:smccaslin@fontbonne.edu
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Carol Smith 
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Article copy submitted by e-mail to Kristine Helbling at 
helbling@wustl.edu.   
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ALA Councilor Report 
 
 
ALA Sets Up ‘Text’ Donations to Help Rebuild Libraries in Haiti 
  
It now only takes two minutes to donate $10 to help rebuild libraries in Haiti. ALA has set up an option to 
easily donate through your mobile phone.  To donate to the ALA Haiti Library Relief Fund, simply text 
―alahaiti‖ to 20222, and a $10 one-time tax-deductible donation will be added to your mobile phone bill or 
deducted from your prepaid balance.  
 
All charges are billed by and payable to your mobile service provider. Service is available on most carri-
ers. Donations are collected for the benefit of the ALA by the Mobile Giving Foundation and are subject 
to the terms found at http://mobilegiving.org (click on "For Donors"). You can unsubscribe at any time by 
replying STOP to short code ―20222‖; reply HELP to ―20222‖ for help. 
 
Only six months have passed since the devastating January earthquake killed over 200,000 in Port Au 
Prince, Haiti leaving 1.5 million homeless, and destroying countless cultural institutions. Ten public and 
community libraries were destroyed, and many others were damaged.  Major academic and research 
libraries/archives housing the Patrimony of Haiti also collapsed, or suffered major structural damage. 
  
ALA is raising funds to rebuild three libraries in Haiti destroyed during the earthquake in January 2011. 
They are the Petit Goave Public Library, the Centre Culturel Pyepoudre Community Library, and the Bib-
liothèque Haïtienne des Pères du Saint-Esprit, which was founded in 1873 and holds resources docu-
menting the history of Haiti, French colonization, slavery, and emancipation.   
  
Thanks to a generous donation from Sirsi/Dynix and hundreds of library supporters, $18,000 was raised 
as of early June, but much more is needed. For more information on ALA‘s Haiti Library Relief effort, 
including how libraries can also ‗adopt‘ a library in Haiti, go to: 
http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/iro/iroactivities/haitirelieffund.cfm 
  
 
ALA Responds to Texas Curriculum Standards Revision 
 
ALA President Camila Alire has written to the Texas State Board of Education to express ALA‘s deep 
concern about the recent changes to social studies and history curriculum standards in Texas public 
schools. Her comments are based on a document prepared by the ALA Intellectual Freedom Commit-
tee, and question the recent actions of the State Board members who made significant changes to stan-
dards that had been prepared by professional educators.  These are changes ―that appear to emphasize 
particular viewpoints while de-emphasizing or deleting competing viewpoints, at the expense of balance 
and accuracy,‖ and that do not ―reflect the diversity of people and ideas in our society.‖  
 
The June 8, 2010 entry on the ―Curriculum Matters Blog‖ at Education Week online has some interesting 
speculation on how the current and next few elections cycles in Texas may impact the political makeup 
of the State Board of Education; its URL is: 
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/curriculum/2010/06/change_is_afoot_for_controvers.html 
 
 
Some Good News from California on Library Funding  
  
Sara Flowers, Councilor at Large and YALSA President-Elect has posted some welcome news on the 
California library funding crisis created by the recession. In elections on June 8 in Marin County, voters 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://mobilegiving.org/
http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/iro/iroactivities/haitirelieffund.cfm
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/curriculum/2010/06/change_is_afoot_for_controvers.html
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passed three measures to support libraries. All three measures were for $49 annual parcel taxes, and 
each required a 2/3 majority to pass. Marin County Library‘s measure won with 74% of the vote. San 
Anselmo Public Library‘s measure won with 74% of the vote. San Rafael Public Library‘s measure won 
with 69% of the vote. 
  
In Santa Clara County, the North County Library Authority (Los Altos & Los Altos Hills) passed (77%) a 
measure to continue taxing themselves an additional $76 per parcel annually to provide augmented 
hours and services for their libraries. In all instances library supporters waged intensive information and 
get-out-the-vote campaigns. 
 
 
Former Librarian Loses Religious Discrimination Suit 
 
A federal judge has rejected a lawsuit by a former Ohio State University librarian who accused the Uni-
versity of being hostile to his Christian beliefs. U.S. District Judge William Bertelsman ruled June 7 that 
Scott Savage did not prove that Ohio State had made his working conditions intolerable. Savage said he 
was forced to quit in June 2007 after continued personal and professional attacks on his character two 
years after he recommended that all in-coming freshmen read an anti-gay book. 
  
To read more go to the article in the Columbus (OH) Dispatch online at: 
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/06/08/osu-librarian-loses-lawsuit.html 
 
 
YALSA Sponsors Summer Webinars  
 
Find out the latest and greatest in YA nonfiction—and how to get it into teens‘ hands—during YALSA‘s 
―Back to the Facts: YA Nonfiction‖ webinar, hosted by Angela Carstensen. The webinar will take place 
August 19 at 1 p.m. Central time.  
 
―Risky Business: Taking Risks to Improve Teen Services‖ will help participants smartly and effectively 
take risks to improve services and programs for teens in their communities. The webinar will take place 
July 15 at 1 p.m. Central time. There are member and nonmember and group registration rates. For in-
formation and registration go to: 
 
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/onlinecourses/webinar.cfm 
 
 
ALA Annual Conference Council Report 
 
Because of MO INFO publication deadlines, I will post my ALA Council report from the Annual Confer-
ence in Washington DC to the MLA Membership e-list. 
 
 
Pam Klipsch 
ALA Chapter Councilor 
pklipsch@jeffcolib.org 

(Continued from page 3) 

 

http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/06/08/osu-librarian-loses-lawsuit.html
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/onlinecourses/webinar.cfm
mailto:pklipsch@jeffcolib.org
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Conference Poster Session and Table Talk Applications 
 
Poster Session and Table Talk applications are now being accepted for the Missouri Library Association 
Annual Conference, Oct. 6th-8th, at The Lodge of Four Seasons in Lake Ozark, MO. You will find the ap-
plications at the MLA website by clicking on the ―Conference‖ tab, or you can get there directly by using 
this URL:  http://molib.org/Conference.html. 
 
Applications are due July 30th, 2010. If you have any questions about poster sessions, please email 
Carolyn Dietz at cdietz@slpl.org. For questions about table talks, please email Brandy Sanchez at bsan-
chez@dbrl.org.  

Thanks! 
 
Randall Yelverton 
Camden County Library 
randally@ccld.us 

Mountain Plains Library Association 2010 Unsung Hero 
Award 

  
Susan Burton, Executive Director of the Kansas City Metropolitan Library & Information Network 
(KCMLIN) and Valerie Horton, Executive Director for the Colorado Library Consortium (CLiC) were 
awarded the Mountain Plains Library Association (MPLA) 2010 Unsung Hero Award. The award was 
given for their development of COKAMO, a low-cost physical delivery system between Colorado, Mis-
souri, and some libraries in Kansas and Wyoming.  Horton and Burton received their award at the joint 
conference of the Oklahoma Library Association and Mountain Plains Library Association, April 19, 
2010, in Oklahoma City, OK. 
 
―The MPLA Unsung Hero Award is given to any library individual(s) or group(s) in the MPLA region 
who have worked on a special project that has some significance to a community but which has not 
been eligible for a library award, or which has for other reasons specified by the nominator not been rec-
ognized to the degree that it merits, by any library organization.‖ (http://www.mpla.us/committees/
awards/awardsinfo.html) 

2010 Rethinking Resource Sharing Innovation Award 
 
COKAMO, a library courier delivery service serving Colorado, Wyoming, Kansas and Missouri libraries, 
was selected to win a 2010 Rethinking Resource Sharing Innovation Award. The Awards review commit-
tee was impressed with the project‘s scope, collaborative nature, and creative thinking.  
 
―The Rethinking Resource Sharing (RRS) Innovation Awards recognizes and honors an individual or 
institution for changes they made to improve users‘ access to information through resource sharing in 
their library, consortium, state or country. It is hoped that the award will encourage libraries and librari-
ans to make changes in how they do resource sharing to improve service to users. RRS looks for efforts 
where people didn‘t wait for the profession to provide better services for users. 
 
KCMLIN‘s and CLIC will share the $1,000 cash award for the COKAMO project.  Susan Burton, KCMLIN 
Executive Director and Valerie Horton, CLIC Executive Director plan to utilize the funds to continue to 
improve the COKAMO project.  The award will be given out at the 2010 ALA Conference. 

http://molib.org/Conference.html
mailto:cdietz@slpl.org
mailto:bsanchez@dbrl.org
mailto:bsanchez@dbrl.org
http://www.mpla.us/committees/awards/awardsinfo.html
http://www.mpla.us/committees/awards/awardsinfo.html
http://rethinkingresourcesharing.org/innovation.html
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Mid-Continent Public Library  
Midwest Genealogy Center earns Design Award 

 
On May 6th, 2010, the Springfield Missouri Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects presented a Public Recog-
nition Award to Mid-Continent Public Library and Sapp 
Design Associates for the design of the Midwest Geneal-
ogy Center located in Independence, Missouri.  The panel 
of judges selected this project to receive a Special Honor 
Award which is the highest recognition awarded by the 
Public Jury.  Ralph Rognstad, Jr., the Jury Chair, com-
mented during the presentation that attention to detail in 
conjunction with the warm and creative use of materials 
formed an inviting and comfortable environment for the 
public to enjoy.  In addition to these comments, he added 
that the commanding entry and clear methods orienting 
patrons through the spaces were some of the principal 
elements that separated this project from the other entries.  

The 52,000 square foot research center opened in July 2008 and houses the largest public genealogy 
and family history collection in the United States. 
 

 
Submitted by Eric Street, AIA, LEED AP 
Sapp Design Associates Architects 

street@sdaarchitects.com 

 

LSTA Grant for the Show Me the World Get Connected  
Courier Delivery Service 

 
The State of Missouri has renewed the LSTA Grant for the Show Me the World Get Connected Courier 
Delivery Service to connect public libraries in the State of Missouri. The Show Me the World Get Con-
nected Courier Delivery Service project is supported by the Institute of Museum and Library Services 
under provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act as administered by the Missouri State Li-
brary, a division of the Office of the Secretary of State. 
 
The Show Me The World Get Connected Courier Delivery Service Project Grant provides eligible public 
libraries with free courier delivery service two days per week to over 550 libraries in Missouri, Kansas, 
and Colorado. The Missouri State Library will continue to fund two day per week service as the appro-
priation allows.  Currently, 113 Missouri Public Libraries participate in this program.  For 2011, the State 
has authorized adding 20 more Missouri Public Libraries to the service. 
 
The first year of the grant was extremely successful, and we plan for the project and resource sharing to 
continue to grow during the second year of the project. 
 
All three awards submitted by 
 
Beth Willis, Special Projects Coordinator 
Kansas City Metropolitan Library & Information Network  
bethwillis@kcmlin.org 
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ALA Councilor Candidate Statement, Wendy McGrane 
 

I am currently the Library Director at Missouri Southern State University. Since joining MLA in 1993, I 
have been actively involved with a number of MLA Special Interest Groups such as PEER and New 
Members and am currently serving on the MACRL Ad-Hoc Steering Committee. I am also an active 
member of MOBIUS and have served on the Executive Committee, advisory committees, and various 
task forces. 
 
Serving as your ALA Councilor will allow me to contribute to Missouri libraries in a new capacity and 
learn more about ALA and MLA in the process. My experiences as both a public and an academic librar-
ian support my understanding of the range of issues that impact different types of librarianship. The Mis-
souri Library Association plays an important role in supporting the success of Missouri libraries and li-
brarians, and I am excited to facilitate the partnership that exists between our state and national organi-
zations. I am a strong MLA supporter and will work to ensure that the needs of the membership are ad-
dressed as the organization looks to the future. 
 

Brief Professional Biography 
 
EDUCATION 
 
M.L.I.S.  University of Oklahoma  1995 Library and Information Studies 
B.A.  Mercer University  1991 Political Science 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Missouri Southern State University  
 Library Director    2003 – present 
 Interim Library Director   2002 – 2003 
 Reference/Instruction Librarian   1999 – 2002 
Joplin Public Library    
 Adult Services Librarian   1997 – 1999 
 Circulation Supervisor/Librarian   1993 – 1997  
 Inter-Departmental Desk Assistant 1991 – 1993 
 
 
Wendy McGrane, Library Director 
Missouri Southern State University  
mcgrane-w@mssu.edu  

MLNC Has Moved! 
 
Missouri Library Network Corporation (MLNC) is pleased to announce its move to new quarters on July 
1, 2010!  We are now doing business from 13610 Barrett Office Drive, Suite 206, Ballwin, 
MO 63021.  Just west of I-270 off of Manchester Road, this new space allows MLNC to continue to offer 
vital services and support to libraries – including training, electronic resources, contract services and 
OCLC billing – while also fulfilling our goal to operate in a leaner form.  The toll-free number 800-969-
6562 remains the same but the local number is now 314-394-1320 and our fax number is 314-394-
1326.  MLNC is looking forward to connecting MLNC and MLA members to upcoming events in our new 
offices! 
 
Tracy Rochow Byerly, Executive Director 
Missouri Library Network Corporation 
www.mlnc.org 
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Three Requests on Behalf of PEERsig 
 
1. PEERsig is currently in need of two volunteers to fill the leadership positions of Vice-Chair and 
Recorder.  The Vice-Chair will move to Chair in January 2011 and the Recorder will move to Vice-Chair 
at the same time.  Among other charges, PEERsig is responsible for acquiring items for the Bohley Si-
lent Auction, held annually at the MLA Conference as well as recruiting applicants and selecting the re-
cipient of the annual Bohley Scholarship Award.  PEERsig's purpose is to pursue issues and serve as 
an advocate for professionalism, education, employment and recruitment in the library field.  http://
molib.org/peersig/bylaws.pdf 
 
2.       PEERsig is in need of items for the Bohley Silent Auction to be held at the upcoming MLA Confer-
ence at the Lake of the Ozarks.  The Bohley Silent Auction raises money to fund the Ronald G. Bohley 
Scholarship.  This scholarship is awarded annually to an individual enrolled in or recently accepted into 
an ALA-accredited program in pursuit of a Master's degree in Library/Information Science.  Gift items, 
gift baskets, gift certificates, etc. are all welcome and much appreciated!  Commitments for contributions 
are requested by September 1st.  If you will not be attending the Conference, you may mail items to me 
by September 20th (contact me directly for mailing address). Otherwise, please bring your auction items 
to the booth (number to be determined) by noon on Wednesday, October 6th. 
   
3.       We are looking for volunteers to ―work‖ the Bohley Silent Auction table at the MLA Confer-
ence.  The auction is open during exhibit hours (Wednesday, October 6, 4pm-6pm, Thursday, October 
7, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.).  This is a great time to network with your colleagues, meet Missouri librarians and 
check out the auction items yourself!  Please contact me directly if you would like to volunteer:  
candicegoliver@gmail.com 
 
Please contact me with any questions you may have! 
   
Candice G. Oliver, PEERsig Chair 
candicegoliver@gmail.com  

2010 Annual Missouri Depository Librarian’s Conference 
 
The annual Missouri Depository Librarian‘s Conference was held at Ellis Library, University of Missouri 
in Columbia (UM-C) on May 26-27, 2010.  The bulk of the conference was a presentation on ―Collection 
Development Strategies for Selective Depository Libraries,‖ which was presented by Ann Marie Sand-
ers, Regional Government Documents Librarian for the State of Michigan.  Because so many docu-
ments are now online and space is at a premium, many depository libraries are being asked to weed 
their collections heavily and very quickly.  Ms. Sanders demonstrated tools that can be used to help 
make these weeding decisions. At the end of the presentation, the depository librarians were given time 
to look at these resources and work with other librarians from their area in order to work collaboratively 
on their selections.  Marie Concannon, Missouri‘s Regional Librarian, was available to answer questions 
regarding depository rules set for Missouri. 
 
After this program was completed, two breakout sessions were offered.  The first was titled ―Q & A on 
Marcive‘s Services‖ and it was presented by Jim Noel, Manager of GPO Services, Marcive.  Mr. Noel 
talked about services offered by Marcive that would help us deal with the transition to a more electronic 
depository system.  The second program offered was ―Marcive and Triple I: Revised‖ and it was pre-
sented by Tammy Stewart, Reference and Government Information Librarian at Missouri State Univer-
sity- Springfield.  This presentation was a step-by-step guide to editing Marcive records in the MOBIUS/

(Continued on page 10) 

http://molib.org/peersig/bylaws.pdf
http://molib.org/peersig/bylaws.pdf
mailto:candicegoliver@gmail.com
mailto:candicegoliver@gmail.com
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Millennium environment. 
 
On the following day we focused on USGS and mapping data.  The first program, ―FDLP From the Cus-
tomer‘s Perspective and USGS Maps‖ was presented by Julie Towns-Campbell, USGS Science Center 
Librarian and John Fouke, Chief in the USGS Science Information and Library Services office in Rolla, 
Missouri.  Ms. Towns-Campbell shared with us the types of materials they collect for their facility and the 
services provided.  Mr. Fouke talked about the work of the USGS facility in Rolla with emphasis on the 
―Map Locator‖ on the U.S.G.S Website. 
 
The final program was called ―Introduction to Spatial Datasets and Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS),‖ and it was presented by Matthew Gerike, Research Specialist at UM-C‘s Geographic Resources 
Center and Dr. Shannon White, Geospatial Extension Specialist at UM-C and faculty member at UM-C 
in the Geography Department and the MU Extension programs. This program included the demostration 
of several sites that provide geospatial data including the National Atlas, GEODATA.gov, and Google 
Earth.  The conference adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 
 
On behalf of those attending, we would like to extend our appreciation for this excellent conference, put 
together by Marie Concannon, Regional Depository Librarian at UM-C and Sandy Scheifer, Government 
Documents Librarian and to those who made time to give us these wonderful presentations.  THANK 
YOU!  
 
 
Denise Ulett, Government Documents SIG Recorder 
St. Charles City-County Library District 
dulett@stchlibrary.org 

(Continued from page 9) 

 

Task Force Draft Posted 

The Task Force to Examine MLA‘s Structure, Governance and Organization met in May to discuss the 

final details of the bylaws revision.  That draft is now available on the Task Force blog:                 

mlataskforce.wordpress.com.  Members of the Task  Force  welcome any questions regarding the re-

vised bylaws. 

  

The proposed bylaws will be presented to the MLA Board at its meeting on July 23, and a request will be 

made that they be presented to the membership for approval at the Annual Meeting on October 7th. 

Karen Hicklin, Chair 
Task Force to Examine MLA's Structure, Governance & Organization 
hicklink@trailslibrary.org 

MACRL’s Inaugural Webinar 
 

In May, MACRL  hosted its inaugural webinar "What the Text is Happening?"  Seventy-three 
individuals registered for this free event, and it reached libraries in Missouri, Nebraska, and Kansas.  To 
see the presentation slides or a full recording of the webinar, please visit: 
http://macrl.pbworks.com/Texting-Webinar-May-2010" 
 
Brent Husher, MACRL Chair 

husherb@umkc.edu 

mailto:hicklink@trailslibrary.org
http://macrl.pbworks.com/Texting-Webinar-May-2010
mailto:husherb@umkc.edu


 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

DATE 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

EVENT 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

SPONSOR 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

LOCATION 

July 23 Board Meeting MLA Videoconference 

July 30 
Conference Poster/TableTalk  

Session Submissions Due  
MLA Online submission 

August 15 
Articles for September MO INFO 

Due 
MLA Online submission 

August 18 
Introduction to WorldCat  

Resource Sharing 
MLNC MLNC 

September 2 
Introduction to WorldCat  

Resource Sharing 
MLNC 

Mid-Continent  
Public Library 

September 14 
Introduction to Digital  

Preservation 
MLNC MLNC 

October 6-8 Annual Conference MLA Lake of the Ozarks 

November 6 MASL Fall Seminar MASL St. Peters 

 
Missouri State Library Continuing Education Calendar: 

 
http://mo.webjunction.org/catalog/ 
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