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http://www.jocolibrary.org/default.aspx?id=14147&epslanguage=EN
Johnson County (KS) Library’s early literacy project – beautiful graphics for each skill illustrated by Brad Sneed!

Childhood 101

http://childhood101.com/

One of the most valuable sites around for getting real, down-to-earth and practical tips about building kindergarten readiness and especially early literacy skills. This site is maintained by a stay-at-home “mum” who was formerly an early childhood educator.  She contributes fantastic tips and ideas for incorporating early literacy into everyday play. Be sure to check out her side-site, Playopedia (http://childhood101.com/playopedia/) for loads of great, cheap and easy ideas for early literacy activities you can add to your early literacy spaces or your storytimes. Sign up for the RSS feeds from this site to stay abreast of new posts!

Colorado Libraries for Early Literacy

http://www.clel.org/

There is so much information on this site, you’ll need to take the afternoon to explore it all. StoryBlocks are video presentations of songs, rhymes and fingerplays, but the CLEL Blog is the most valuable resource on the site. It’s filled with ideas for incorporating early literacy, activities that build early literacy, new resources for storytimes, and more.

Earlylit.net – Saroj Ghoting
http://earlylit.net/
Saroj Ghoting, one of the original certified trainers for ECRR and author of several books about early literacy in libraries has a rich site filled with valuable information to assist public librarians serving families. The “Every Child Ready to Read” link provides scripts and handouts for the first edition of ECRR. “Library Environment” includes graphics, photos and conference proceedings regarding building early literacy into library spaces. “Storytimes & Other Programs” features resources to help librarians incorporate early literacy into storytimes. The “Storytime Share” link leads users to a searchable blog where contributors share ideas about ways to incorporate early literacy in storytimes.
ELSIE: Early Literacy Storytime Ideas Exchange
http://www.hclib.org/BirthTo6/ELSIE.cfm 

Hennepin County Library’s web page provides a wealth of helpful early literacy information, but this portion of the site showcases picture books and the early literacy skills they promote. Users can search by keyword, limiting the search by one or more of the original six ECRR skills.

First Five Years

http://www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/first5years/
Brooklyn Public Library’ early literacy initiative.

Play-Grow-Read!

http://www.kdl.org/kids/go/pgr_main 
The Kent District (MI) Library includes a variety of activities (some printable) that parents can engage in with their children to promote parental interaction and early literacy skills.

Reading Rockets

http://www.readingrockets.org/
Reading Rockets is not simply devoted to early literacy; the site exists to “Offer strategies, lessons, activities and ideas designed to help young children learn to read.”  Check out the “For Librarians” tab to find helpful information; be sure to check out the “Preschool and Childcare” pages under the “For Other Professionals” tab. 

Zero to Three

http://www.zerotothree.org/ 

Zero to Three exists to inform, train and support early childhood professionals, policymakers and parents in their efforts to improve the lives of infants and toddlers.  Zero to Three is one of the most valuable sites you will find for research and guidance regarding early literacy and early childhood development.

Vendors Used for SGCL’s Early Learning Area Furniture and Toys

Furniture:

Community Playthings: http://www.communityplaythings.com/
· 3’ by 24” tote shelves with totes, bulletin panel and clear cover

Guidecraft: http://www.guidecraft.com/
· Center Stage tabletop puppet theaters
Jonti-Craft: http://www.jonti-craft.com/
· Imagination Station puppet theatres with flannel front

Lakeshore Learning Materials: http://www.lakeshorelearning.com/home/home.jsp
· Stand-up Magnetic Design Centers (21” by 32”)

· Magnet Write & Wipe Boards (18” by 24”)

Toys:

Constructive Playthings: http://www.constructiveplaythings.com/cgi-bin/s.sh/2.0/index.html
IPA Educational Supply: http://www.ipaeducational.com/
Kaplan Early Learning Company: http://www.kaplanco.com/
Lakeshore Learning Materials: http://www.lakeshorelearning.com/home/home.jsp
Learning Resources: http://www.learningresources.com/
National School Products: http://nationalschoolproducts.com/nsp/index.php
Really Great Toys: http://www.reallygreattoys.com/default.aspx
School Specialty: http://www.schoolspecialty.com/master-catalog
