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Learning about order in stories is an important part of being ready to read.  Acting out stories that build upon themselves such as There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly allows children to understand story order and helps to build narrative skills.

Materials: 	small cardboard box
		crayons
		scissors
		tape
		contact paper
		There Was An Old Lady patterns (in your bag)

· Color the patterns for the old lady and the animals.
· Cut out the animals and the mouth of the old lady.
· Attach the old lady to the box and cut out a hole where her mouth is.  Cover the animals in contact paper.
· Sing the rhyme and feed the animals to the old lady as you play.










Discovery Bottles

Seek and Find games are entertaining for children.  You can create a hands-on Seek and Find game using empty plastic bottles and household items and toys to build vocabulary and letter knowledge.
Materials:	clean, empty plastic one- or two-liter bottles (from juice or soda)
solid, small objects that will fit in a bottle (small toys, beads, buttons, shells or small pictures covered in contact paper)
rice, oil and water, birdseed or sand
glue	
· Place objects inside the bottle.  Try to find small items that will build your child’s vocabulary.
· Fill the bottle with rice, oil and water, birdseed or sand.
· Securely attach the lid to the bottle with hot glue.
· Let your child explore the bottle and see if they can find the objects hidden inside. 


Monitor this activity closely to ensure that the lid does not come off of the bottle.  Small items can be a choking hazard.


Emotion Cubes

Young children experience emotions very strongly.  Talking about feelings builds your child’s vocabulary by giving them the words to describe how they are feeling.
Materials:	Small square box such as a tissue box                                         Six pictures of faces that look happy, sad, angry, etc.  These can be cut from magazines or drawn on your own.
Tape

· Cover each side of the box with a picture.
· Ask your child to roll the box and describe the emotion displayed.
· Talk about what situations might make your child feel that emotion.







Roll-a-Rhyme

Use a dice game to play with familiar nursery rhymes.  Nursery rhymes are an excellent way to build phonological awareness.
Materials:	A square tissue box, or any other small carton
Construction paper in six colors
Pictures of six nursery rhymes
Scissors
Tape or glue

· Cover the tissue box with construction paper so each side is a different color.
· Collect pictures of six different nursery rhymes (there will be examples in your bag today).  You can find pictures in magazines or draw them yourself.
· Attach each picture to one side of the box.
· Let your child roll the dice and see which nursery rhyme pops up.  Do the rhyme together and talk about it.
· Expand this game in ways your child is interested in.  You could act out the rhyme, use puppets or magnet boards, or change it to make it silly.





Spin-a-Story

Babies love to look at pictures of objects that are familiar to them and this is a great opportunity to start building narrative skills.  Making an interactive game that encourages stories helps to set the foundation babies will need when they are older and beginning to tell their own stories.
Materials:	A cylindrical container such as an oatmeal container		Pictures of objects and people familiar to your child		Glue or tape
		Contact paper
· Collect pictures of objects and people that are familiar to your child.  You can take photographs or cut pictures out of magazines.
· Attach the pictures to the outside of the container.  Cover with contact paper.
· Place the container on the floor near your child.
· Allow babies to explore the container on their own.  They may spend a lot of time rolling the container before they notice the pictures.
· After they have noticed the pictures, talk about what they see.  Point out and name objects in the room that match the picture; “Look, there’s your crib!”  
· Eventually, start using the pictures to make up simple stories.  When your child touches a picture, tell a short story or sing a song about it.  “I see the dog!  Once upon a time there was a dog who loved to chew on bones…” 
· This is a great activity for babies during tummy time.  They can push the container and you can roll it back while you talk about the pictures.  Toddlers will also enjoy rolling the container and looking at the pictures.
Animal Sound Magnet Board

Toddlers and young preschool children love animals!  Giving them opportunities to make animal sounds not only builds phonological awareness, but is fun too!
Materials:	pictures of animals
		crayons
		scissors
		tape or glue
		contact paper
		small magnets or magnet strip
		cookie sheet
		
· Color and cut out pictures of different animals, or find pictures in magazines.  Attach a magnet to the back of each picture.
· Cover the picture and magnet in contact paper.
· Encourage your child to make the sounds each animal makes.  Let your child be creative and make up stories and games with the animals.



Make sure you monitor this activity closely to ensure the magnets don’t come off.  They can be a choking hazard.



Magnet Board

A cookie sheet makes a fantastic surface for a variety of magnet games.  A fun activity that teaches narrative skills and phonological awareness is telling a story using props with magnets.
Materials:	- cookie sheet
		- cutouts of a familiar story, rhyme, or song (you can often		find these online, or use an old coloring book, or draw			your own)
		- crayons, markers, or colored pencils
		- small magnets
		- glue
		- contact paper
· Color the cutouts.
· Firmly attach a magnet to the back using glue
· Completely cover the entire cutout and magnet with contact paper.
· Tell the story or sing the song using the cutouts as props.  Let your child have a turn.
· Extend the activity in any way you choose, try telling the story out of order and let your child notice the mistake, and don’t be afraid to tell silly stories or different stories with the props.

Make sure you monitor this activity closely to ensure the magnets don’t come off, they could become a choking hazard.

I Spy

Activities that use familiar print will help to build print awareness in children. In addition, using letters and pictures that your child can name will help them build their vocabulary and increase their letter knowledge.
Materials:	A large piece of cardboard or poster board
Pictures cut from magazine of objects and letters Clean, empty food boxes
Scissors
Tape or glue                                                 Cardboard tube from paper towel or toilet paper

· Cut pictures of objects and letters from magazines. 
· Cut labels from clean, empty food boxes.
· Cover the cardboard or poster board with these items.
· Give your child hints about which item you are looking at.
“I spy with my little eye the letter that begins the word dog.”
· Take turns using the cardboard tube as a telescope to spot the item you are looking for.





Restaurant

Pretend play is an important activity that builds literacy skills.  Creating a restaurant will help your child develop print awareness, narrative skills, and vocabulary.
Materials:	Menus from restaurants or materials to make your own, try to find or make menus with words and pictures if possible
Notepad
Pencil
Any other props you want 

· Find an area to be the restaurant.  You can use play table and chairs, your regular dining room table, or just pretend on the floor.  
· Take turns being the waiter and customer.  The waiter can bring the menus to the customer and the customer can choose what they want to eat.
· The waiter can write the order on the notepad and then bring out the food.  You can use pretend food or just your imagination.
· After the meal, the waiter can bring the customer the bill and the customer can pay.  
· Be as imaginative as you want with this game.  You don’t need a lot of props or particular toys to pretend, children will make-believe about anything!



What’s My Sound?

Learning beginning sounds is an important step in teaching your child to read.  This activity promotes both letter knowledge and phonological awareness.

Materials:	Paper
Markers
Pictures of objects that start with specific sounds

· Choose three sounds that you want your child to focus on.
· Label a separate piece of paper for each sound, such as “B” for the “buh” sound.
· Find or draw pictures of objects that begin with the sounds that you chose.
· Help your child sort the pictures to the correct pieces of paper.  Talk about how the beginning sounds for each of the objects for a particular letter sound alike and think of other words that start with those sounds.













Food Box Puzzles

Create your own puzzles for your child and encourage print awareness at the same time using materials you already have at home.
Materials:	clean, empty food cartons
scissors
contact paper
marker

· Cut out the front panel of the carton showing the picture and the words.
· Trace a simple puzzle pattern any way you choose.
· Cover the entire carton in contact paper.
· Cut along the lines to cut out the pieces.
· Work with your child to put the puzzle together while talking about what the print says.








What Doesn't Belong

Expand your child’s vocabulary by helping them learn the names of common things and explore the concept of same and different.

Materials:	Pictures cut from magazines or drawn on your own
· Find or draw pictures of three things that are the same and one that is different (example: three cats and one dog).
· Ask your child the find the one that is different.
· Discuss the ways that all four are the same and different.














Alphabet Puzzles

Puzzles are a fun way to match letters with the sounds they make.  When children play with the sounds letters make they are building phonological awareness and letter knowledge.
Materials:	index cards or small rectangles of cardboard
paper
		markers
		glue or tape
	pictures and letters cut from magazines

· Choose a few letters you want to work on.  Find pictures in magazines of familiar objects that start with those letters.
· Cut each rectangle into two pieces that fit together like a puzzle.  Cut each rectangle in a different pattern, for example, a zigzag for one, a wavy line for another, etc.
· For each puzzle, draw a letter on one piece and attach the corresponding picture to the other piece.
· Work together to assemble the puzzles.  Talk about the letters and sounds.
· At first, start with a few letters your child is familiar with and add to it as they become more comfortable.





Rhyming Games

Rhyming games are a great way to help your child develop phonological awareness.  Playing with rhyming words helps children understand the sounds that make up language.
Materials:	-pictures of rhyming objects
-contact paper
-scissors
-magnets
-cookie sheet
· Collect pictures of objects that rhyme.  You can cut these out of magazines, print them off of a computer, draw them, or take photographs.
· Attach magnets to the back of each picture and cover with contact paper.
· Play guessing games with your child by choosing a picture, listening to the sound, and helping them find a picture that rhymes.  Place these on the cookie sheet.
· Modify the game as needed based on your child’s interests and level of understanding.

Make sure you monitor this activity closely to ensure the magnets don’t come off, they could become a choking hazard.


Category Sorting

Sorting objects into categories is a fun way to help children learn words and discover how the objects are similar and different at the same time.  Playing sorting games is a great way to build vocabulary.

Materials:	pictures cut from magazines
		

· Cut pictures of items that can easily be grouped together such as food, transportation, animals, etc.
· Work with your child to sort the pictures in different groups.  Talk about the names of the objects and the similarities and differences between them.
· Talk about other items that would belong in the different groups. For example, after sorting pictures of transportation, try to name other types of transportation.









Mailman Alphabet Game

Children love mail – receiving it and delivering it.  You can turn this interest into an easy and fun letter knowledge game.
Materials:	-26 envelopes
-26 index cards
-marker
-cardboard box
-tote bag
· Write each letter of the alphabet on an envelope and an index card.
· Cut a slit in the cardboard box and decorate like a mailbox.
· Help your child match the index cards to the envelopes and fill up their tote bag.
· The children can then mail the letters into the mailbox.
· This activity will get your child interested in mail!  Try creating a mailbox for each member of the family or for stuffed animals or dolls.  Let them write their own letters, and mail them.
· Expand the letter activity by matching upper and lower case letters, or pictures to the letter they start with.





Beginning Sound Match

Playing with the sounds that begin common words is an important step in developing phonological awareness.
Materials:	Pictures of objects cut from magazines


· Choose a few letter sounds that you want to work on with your child.  Start with letters that are familiar to your child such as the letter their name starts with or the first letter of special toys or people.   
· Collect pictures of items that begin with those sounds. Make sure you have two pictures for each sound.
· Lay the pictures out on a table and help your child match up the sounds that are the same.  This may be difficult at first, so be patient and help your child.  As your child starts to get more comfortable with the sounds, add new sounds and different pictures.








Object Bingo

Bingo cards are easy to make and very versatile.  Making a game that focuses on different objects and words helps children build vocabulary.

Materials:	Multiple pictures of different objects
Construction paper
Scissors
Contact paper
Index cards
Glue

· Collect and cut out pictures of objects.  These can be of anything your child is interested in (toys, transportation, animals, weather, etc.).  You can cut these out of magazines, take photographs, draw them, or print them from the computer.
· Divide a piece of construction paper into nine sections.  Glue a different picture into each section.  Make as many bingo cards as you choose.  
· Glue corresponding pictures to index cards.  Make sure that each picture on an index card matches a picture on a bingo card.
· Cover the bingo cards and index cards with contact paper.  
· Cut circles out of construction paper and laminate.
· To play, pull out an index card and have your child look to see if they have that object on their bingo card.  If they do, they cover it with a circle.  Depending on your child’s age, they may do best with making horizontal, vertical, or diagonal lines, or just covering the entire board.  Very young children can use it as a matching game
· Talk about the objects as you call them out.  For older children, try to come up with less familiar objects to play with.
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