Some of My Favorites
Series

Morpheus Road by D.J. MacHale, read by Nick Podehl
Good horror title. Young artist is haunted by one of his comic creatures after his best friend goes missing.
Leviathan by Scott Westerfeld, read by Alan Cumming 
Adventure, fun, historical and science fiction elements all rolled into one. Steam Punk genre. Very well read and sure to keep readers on the edge of their seats. 
Dreamdark Silksinger by Laini Taylor, read by Cassandra Campbell
This is book 2 in the series which starts with BlackBringer or maybe Faeries of Blackbringer. Fairies and djinn and all kinds of magical creatures in a battle of good and evil. Characters that matter, a plot that draws the reader in. 
Magic Thief by Sarah Prineas, read by Greg Steinbruner
A young pick pocket unwittingly tries to steal a magical stone that should  have killed him. The wizard who owns it decides to apprentice him and the two end up working to stop the drain of magic that is happening in their city.
Bloody Jack by L. A. Meyers, read by Kathryn Kellegren
Hard to beat the Bloody Jack series. Adventure, romance (thwarted for the most part), humor, all in a variety of historical settings. One of the best read series around. Kellegren’s range of voices may not rival Jim Dale’s in number, but her characters are every bit as distinct and well rendered.

Alex Rider by Anthony Horowitz, read by a variety of narrators (one per book, but not the same for every book). 
Great action adventure series. All kinds of gadgets and impossible adventures, one young hero who manages them all.
Tomorrow When the War Began by John Marsden, read by Susie Dougherty 

A group of friends is camping in the outback over Christmas holiday. They return home only to find that everyone has gone missing—then that their country has been invaded, and everyone else imprisoned. These are Australian titles and can be a bit difficult to get, but are worth the effort. Another narrator picks up at some point but I have heard she isn’t as good. How could she be? Susie Dougherty is Ellie. 
Tweens

Zora and Me by Victoria Bond and T. R. Simon, read by Channie Waites
Based on the real life story spinner, Zora Neale Hurston. Young Zora is captivating as the "lyingest girl" in Eatonville. This one is a bit of a hard fit—it feels too old for kids, but protagonist is only 10, so teens may need to be guided around that. Attention to historical detail, and just a fun recording.
First Light by Rebecca Stead, read by David Ackroyd and Coleen Marlo
Peter discovers a world hidden beneath the ice when he strays from camp his family has set up in Greenland where his father is studying global warming. Compelling characters, interesting story.

Mystery/Suspense
Days of Little Texas by R.A. Nelson, read by Luke Daniels 
Ronald Earl, orphaned at 6 years old and raised by his stern evangelical aunt, has been preaching and healing since he was 10 years old.  Now that he's 16, he's beginning to want something different and he gets it in the form of the ghost of a girl he didn’t heal.

Heist Society by Ally Carter, read by Angela Dawe
Katarina Bishop’s escape from the family business—stealing valuable art pieces—is cut short when a powerful mobster pins the theft of his secret works on her father. Dawe does an amazing job of creating a range of characters in this high stakes adventure.
Science Fiction/ Fantasy

Thirteen Days to Midnight by Patrick Carman, read by Steven Boyer
Jacob survives a car crash he shouldn’t have. His guardian’s last words to him before he dies are “You are invincible.” The book explores the consequences and responsibilities of having a super power.

Museum of Thieves by Lian Tanner, read by Claudia Black
Set in a world in which children are chained to their parents or one of Jewel’s guardians until they are 16. Within the city of Jewel is a museum that houses all of the perils that used to exist in Jewel (formerly Dunt) and they are clamoring to get back out. 
Contemporary 
The Chosen One, by Carol Lynch Williams, read by Jenna Lamia 
Kyra is being forced to marry her sixty year old uncle who is an elder in their religious group just at the time that she falls for a boy her age. Torn between family and the need to chart her own destiny, Kyra’s story is both intense and heartbreaking.
Game by Walter Dean Myers, read by JD Jackson
Drew Lawson plays basketball with a ferocity that spurs his teammates’ game. Jackson captures the emotional intensity of the game and brings Drew and his dreams to life in a story with appeal for both sports fans and those who are unmoved by the sound of a basketball swishing sweetly through the net.

Humor

Carter Finally Gets It, by Brent Crawford, read by Nick Podehl 

I laughed so hard while listening to this one, I made a spectacle of myself in public. One of our charter school classes read it aloud and the kids were clamoring for more like it. 

Beat the Band by Don Calame, read by Nick Podehl 

Sequel to Swim the Fly (also very funny), this title stands alone well. It focuses on a different member of the friendship trio. Coop decides he can best get a girl by losing his nerd tendencies through forming a rock band. He pulls the other two boys in and the laughs start rolling.
Historical Fiction
Water Seeker by Kimberly Willis Holt, read by Will Patton 
Amos Kincaid, the dowser’s son, has a life that is anything but typical.  Taken in by numerous families after the death of his mother, he is reunited with his father and travels with his new family as part of the Westward movement. Much of the story takes place in Missouri.
Brooklyn Bridge, by Karen Hesse, read by Fred Berman 
Part Historical Fiction, part Ghost Story. Beautifully read by Berman. The stories at first seem like two separate strands but in time, intertwine. Joseph is the first born American child of a family of Russian immigrants who make good in America with their creation of the teddy bear—which actually changes his life in ways he is not comfortable with, despite the boon it is for his family financially. 
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