Using the MO Building Block Award in Story Times

The Missouri Building Block Picture Book Award is sponsored by the Children’s Services Round Table of the Missouri Library Association.  The Award was created to help Missouri Public libraries focus on the importance of picture books to foster reading aloud to children.  By reading aloud to children we encourage language development and pre-reading skills and development of visual perception/discrimination.

By offering this award’s nominees each year we hope to provide parents, caregivers, and teachers of young children with an introduction to a variety of authors and illustrators of quality books, with diverse themes, cultures and topics.

This past year with thanks to the schools and libraries we had almost 20,000 children vote on the Building Block Award.  With your involvement we hope to have even more children involved.

The Missouri Library Association has created a Listserv to which we invite you to subscribe. You can find more info at http://molib.org/membership/index.html#email.
More information on the Missouri Building Block Award can be found at http://molib.org/awards/buildingblock/index.html.
If you’re interested in participating in the Building Block committee, either as a member/reader or as a listener, please contact either of us.

Amy Held: aheld@jeffcolib.org
Julie Schwartz: jschwartz@stchlibrary.org 
How to Vote:

The voting period runs from September 1 until December 31. Children must listen to at least 5 of the nominees before voting. Kids can vote online or teachers can send their classroom totals to the Awards Chair. If there are just one or two children voting, the easiest way to vote is to go to our website and vote electronically (http://molib.org/awards/buildingblock/index.html). The electronic component of our website will be available starting September 1. If a classroom or daycare votes, the easiest way to have your votes recorded is to email, mail, or fax your totals to the Awards Chair. The Awards Chair for 2011 is:
Julie M. Schwartz

St. Charles City-County Library District
Deer Run Branch
1300 North Main
O'Fallon, MO 63366-2013 
Phone: 636-978-3251
Fax: 636-978-3209

jschwartz@stchlibrary.org

The Books 2011:

(In an effort to avoid copyright infringement, we confess that most of these summaries have been stolen from the “Novelist” database.)

Henkes, Kevin. Birds.

Fascinated by the colors, shapes, sounds, and movements of the many different birds she sees through her window, a little girl is happy to discover that she and they have something in common.

Companion Books:

Who Will Sing a Lullaby? by Dee Lillegard

The Baby Beebee Bird by Diane Redfield Massie
Whose Chick are You? by Nancy Tafuri
Activity:

Dance/fly around the room to the tune of “Rockin’ Robin” by Bobby Day, found on “A Child’s Celebration of Rock ‘n Roll.”

Rhyme:

Little Birds, little birds, fly, swoop, soar!
Little birds, little birds, sit on the floor.
Little birds, little birds, jump up and down,
Little birds, little birds, don’t make a sound!

Little birds, little birds, peep, peep, peep.

Little birds, little birds, sleep, sleep, sleep.

(adapted from http://www.greatestresourcechildcare.com/)

Craft:

Rockin' Robin (see template) - Cut out a large black circle (or use a black paper plate) and fold in half. Glue smaller black circles to top corner, and attach beak in between. Attach google eyes. Glue on black wings, red breast, and tail. Rock your robin!
Wilson, Karma. The Cow Loves Cookies.
While all the other animals on the farm enjoy eating their regular food, the cow chooses to eat the one thing that she loves best.

Companion Books:
Cookies: Bite-Size Life Lessons by Amy Rosenthal Krouse
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Numeroff
Mmmm, Cookies! by Robert Munsch
Who Ate All the Cookie Dough? by Karen Beaumont

Craft:

Gingerbread Man - Cut gingerbread-men shapes out of sandpaper and run with a cinnamon stick.  Have children decorate gingerbread men with sequins.

Rhyme:
Who Stole the Cookies from the Cookie Jar? 
Leuck, Laura. For Just One Day.

Schoolchildren imagine themselves as chimps, whales and butterflies in this bubbly, rhyming fantasy.

Companion Books:
From Head to Toe by Eric Carle
We’ve All Got Bellybuttons by David Martin

Toddlerobics: Animal Fun by Zita Newcome

Song:

“Sammy” by Hap Palmer, found on Getting to Know Myself.

Craft:
Pocket Zoo – have children lace together pocket zoo (see template) and color pictures of animals to fit inside.
Landa, Norbert. Great Monster Hunt.

When Duck hears a noise under her bed and runs to fetch help, each animal that hears about it imagines a more dangerous beast in Duck's room.

Companion Books:
Ready for Anything by Keiko Kasza

Wolf’s Coming by Joe Kulka

Rhyme:  Five Little Monsters
Five little monsters sleeping in my bed.

One crawled out from under my spread.

I called to Mama and Mama said,

“No more monsters sleeping in your bed!”


(continue counting down until final monster)

One little monster sleeping my bed.

One crawled out from under my spread.

I called to Mama and Mama said,

“There are no more monsters, so go to bed!”

Craft:

Mouse Shapes -  http://www.kiboomu.com/2011/09/08/mouse-shapes-craft/ 
Emberley, Rebecca & Ed Emberley. If You’re a Monster and You Know It.

Monsters sing their own version of this popular song that encourages everyone to express their happiness through voice and movement.

Companion Books:
Five Ugly Monsters by Tedd Arnold
Jeepers Creepers: A Monstrous ABC by Laura Leuck
Sally and the Something by George O'Connor
When a Monster is Born by Sean Taylor
Activity:

Shape Monster - Create a “shape monster” by decorating a paper bag or cardboard box to look like a monster with a large cut-out mouth. Give each child a colorful shape cutout. Recite the chant” Shape monster, shape monster, munch, munch, munch. How about a (purple triangle) for lunch?” Have children “feed” the shape monster as their colored shape is called. (Thanks to "Mailbox Preschool.")
Craft:

Scribble Monster - Have children scribble with markers on a blank sheet of paper. Then have them glue on their choice of monster eyes, nose, mouth, arms, hair, etc. to create a scribble monster.

Stein, David Ezra. Interrupting Chicken.

Little Red Chicken wants Papa to read her a bedtime story, but interrupts him almost as soon as he begins each tale.

Companion Books:
Chicken in the Kitchen by Tony Johnston

Chickens to the Rescue by John Himmelman

A Hat for Minerva Louise by Janet Morgan Stoeke

Hungry Hen by Richard Waring

Craft:
Cardboard Tube Chicken -  http://funfamilycrafts.com/cardboard-tube-chicken/
(We made ours with paper feather and feet cutouts rather than real feathers and pipe cleaners.)


Litwin, Eric. Pete the Cat: I Love My White Shoes.
Pete the Cat gets into colorful adventures while out walking in his new white shoes.

Companion Books:
I Ain't Gonna Paint No More by Karen Beaumont
Dog's Colorful Day: a Messy Story About Colors and Counting by Emma Dodd
Lemons are Not Red by Laura Vaccaro Seeger
Rhyme:
Pete had a pair of blue shoes.

What a lucky fellow!

He stepped in a pile of bananas.

They were colored yellow.

He squished and swished and stomped around,

Like you have never seen,

When he looked down at his feet,
His shoes had turned bright green!

 

Pete had a pair of red shoes.

Red, yes, it was true.

He stepped in a pile of blueberries
They were colored blue.

He squished and swished and stomped around,
And then he took a bow.

When he looked down at his feet,
His shoes were purple now!

 

Pete had a pair of yellow shoes.
"It's all good," he said.

He stepped in a pile of strawberries.

They were colored red.

He squished and swished and stomped around,
Although I don't know why.

When he looked down at his feet,
His shoes were orange, oh my!
Use HarperCollins' "Pin the Shoe on Pete" activity to create a flannelboard to use with this rhyme. http://www.harpercollinschildrens.com/harperchildrensImages/Printable/pin_shoe_on_pete.pdf
Activity:

Make batches of play dough in each of the primary colors. Recipe can be found at http://familyfun.go.com/crafts/perfect-play-dough-671295/. Give each child a portion of each color and let them mix them together to create new colors.

Kasza, Keiko. Ready for Anything.
Raccoon is nervous about all of the things that could spoil a picnic, from bees to dragons, until Duck convinces him that surprises can be fun.

Companion Books:
It’s the Bear! by Jez Alborough

One Hundred Hungry Ants by Elinor Pinczes

Squeak’s Good Idea by Max Eilenberg

Craft:
Clothespin Bee - Use the template at http://akidsheart.com/animals/bugs/beecraft.htm to cut out pieces of bee.  Have the children glue the pieces onto a clothespin so can clip to their clothes.
Spinelli, Eileen. Silly Tilly.

Tilly drives the other barnyard animals crazy with her silliness, but after gruffly telling her to stop, they discover that they miss her old ways.
Companion Books:

Monkey Face by Frank Asch (can be used as a tell-and-draw)

Animals Should Definitely Not Wear Clothing by Judi Barrett

Bark, George by Jules Feiffer
Can You Make a Scary Face? by Jan Thomas
Rhyme:

Make a face and touch your toes.

Now you're being silly!

Reach up high and hold your nose.

Now you're being silly!

Flap your arms and turn around.

Now you're being silly!
Pat your ears and touch the ground.

Now you're being silly!

Song:

 "Silly Dance Contest" by Jim Gill, found on Jim Gill Sings the Sneezing Song and Other Contagious Tunes.
Dubosarsky, Ursula. The Terrrible Plop.

When a mysterious sound sends the whole forest running away in fear, only the littlest rabbit is courageous enough to discover what really happened.

Companion Book:

Ned’s New Home by Kevin Tseng

Ten Apples Up on Top by Theo LeSieg

That Apple Is Mine by Katya Arnold

Watch the story read by the author at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YbnOCTN23o4 

Craft:
Paper Bowl Apple - Have the children glue red tissue paper squares onto a paper bowl.  They can add a green paper leaf at top.
