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Our Past-President and current Chair of the Long-Range Planning Committee Karen Horny has 
submitted three goals for member consideration.  These goals were approved during our 2007 
Annual Business Meeting.  The goals are:  
 

•  To provide leadership and professional growth opportunities that develop, retain, and increase 
membership in the Missouri Library Association; 
•  To encourage the people of Missouri, through the legislative process, to adequately fund their 
libraries; 
•  To increase visibility and develop relationships across Missouri’s library community.    
 

I would like to challenge all MLA members to look at the goals and consider how you can help 
the organization meet these goals.  I think that there are ways that each of us can help MLA.  This 
is a call for academic library workers, public library workers, special library workers, trustees and 
library friends group members, and youth services staff to think about the ways that you can help 
MLA and Missouri’s libraries and library workforce reach these goals. 
 

We can join committees, contact our state and federal government representatives concerning library issues, and serve as officers of 
a MLA division or special interest group.  We can talk to our colleagues about joining MLA.  We can encourage school boards and 
trustees to allow school librarians to participate in MLA, encourage library boards to be active in MLA, encourage library boards to 
allow library staff to join MLA and attend the annual conference with monetary assistance.  Everyone has unique talents, and we 
want to see them. 
 

MLA needs you!  Past MLA conferences have been wonderful experiences for attendees: great pre-conferences, inspiring speakers, 
great breakout sessions, and opportunities for librarians to network and learn about industry trends. 
 

With your help, MLA can achieve the goals set forth and be a vital entity for librarians in Missouri.  Step up and join fellow MLA 
members to help libraries in Missouri be the best in the nation. 
 

Karen Hayden, President 
khayden@little-dixie.lib.mo.us 

MLA’s Long Range Goals and You 

Help Us Create Some Good News! 
Nominate Someone Great for a MLA Award! 

Sometimes it seems that all we ever hear about is bad news: budget crunches, hiring freezes, and gas costs what??  Well I think it is 
time we make some good news and one easy way we can do that is to nominate someone for an MLA award.  If you know someone 
that is doing a great job, chances are there is an award that they would be perfect for!  The Awards Committee is responsible for 
eight of the thirteen awards given each year: 
 

Mer itor ious Achievement Award recognizes an individual who has made a significant contribution to libraries in Missouri.  
Nomination Deadline: July 1. 
 

MLA Literary Award recognizes a Missouri writer or an individual who has written an outstanding book on some aspect of  
Missouri life. Nomination Deadline: July 1. 
 

continued on page 7 
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Member News 
Team Effor t:   

Sarah Erwin &   
Candice Oliver  

 

Library Journal has presented their 
prestigious Movers & Shakers Award 
on Kirkwood Public Library’s own 
Sarah Erwin (left) and Candice Oliver 
(right).  The award is bestowed on 50 

up and coming individuals from across the United States and Canada 
who are innovative, creative, and making a difference.   
 

Though Erwin and Oliver are young (28 and 27, respectively) and new 
on the job, Wicky Sleight, Kirkwood Public Library (KPL) Director, 
explains how both women contributed to KPL’s winning tax referen-
dum and its 2007 Missouri Library of the Year award with their “work 
ethic, programming ideas, and service philosophy.”  
 

Oliver is responsible for public services and technology.  The commu-
nity connections she built in her work with the Chamber of Commerce 
and Historical Society helped her win grants (over $50,000), donations, 
and local sponsors for a self-checkout system, numerous laptops and 
PCs, and other library equipment.  Her efforts resulted in a new  
computer training lab and reinstituted classes. 
 

Erwin, recently named Assistant Director, programs for every age from 
Books for Babies to after-hours Teen Game Nights.  She developed 
Mark Twain Bingo, an interactive game adopted by other public and 
school libraries.   
 

Erwin says she has “the best of both worlds in youth services – books 
and kids.”  She keeps taking on more responsibilities, including design-
ing the new, wildly popular teen space, completely funded by grants 
and donations.  Her oversight of all library programming is a big chal-
lenge.  “ I’d always thought like a kid when planning programs, and  
 

continued on page 10 

The Missouri Library Association, Columbia, 
MO, est. 1900, is the Missouri State Chapter of 
the American Library Association, Chicago, IL. 
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The Missouri Building Block Picture Book Award nominees for 2008 have been selected.    At a meeting in Columbia on Friday, 
March 21st, thirty picture books were read to a panel of seventeen Listener/ Selectors who rated each title.  The books that received 
the top ten ratings make up the list of nominees:   
 

Ivan the Terrier, Autor Peter Catalanoto 
Llama, Llama Mad at Mama, Autor Anna Dewdney 
The Perfect Nest, Author Catherine Friend 
Badger’s Fancy Meal, Author Keiko Kasza 
Sally and the Some-Thing, Author George O’Connor 
Not a Box, Author Antionette Portis 
Good Boy, Fergus! Author David Shannon 
I’m the Biggest Thing in the Ocean, Author Kevin Sherry 
Bear Feels Sick, Author Karma Wilson 
Whopper Cake, Author Karma Wilson 

 

Beginning in September, preschoolers will have the opportunity to vote, at their local library or school, on books from the list that 
have been read to them by a librarian, parent, or caregiver. 
 

Information about the award, order forms for promotional materials and activity sheets, as well as voting ballots can be obtained 
from the Missouri Library Association web page at http://molib.org/BuildingBlock.html.  Any interested individuals are welcome to 
subscribe to the newly developed Building Block listserv. 
 

The author and/or illustrator of the award winning title will be invited to receive their award at the Missouri Library Association 
Conference in October.  The 2006 winner, Karen Beaumont, was present to accept the Building Block Award for her book Ain’ t 
Gonna Paint No More at the 2007 conference.  Karen Beaumont is also the author of the 2007 winner, Move Over, Rover! 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the committee members and listener/selectors and the libraries who have given 
them time to work on this important effort. 
 

Committee Members: 
 

Kim Flores, Past Chair, Springfield-Greene County Library District 
Hollis Stolz, Awards Chair, Daniel Boone Regional Library 
Tracy Bell, Selection Chair, St. Charles City-County Library District 
Danielle Day, incoming Selection Chair, Kansas City Public Library 
Ginger Brooks, Trails Regional Library 
Nancy Doering, Wolfner Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 
Dee Doll, Mid-Continent Public Library 
Ron Freeman, Kansas City Public Library 
Amy Held, Jefferson County Library 
Saundra Keiffer, Rolling Hills Consolidated Library 
Sara Northern, St. Louis Public Library 
Jacqueline Reed, Mid-Continent Public Library 
April Roy, Kansas City Public Library 
William Stuck, St. Joseph Public Library 
Liz Sypko, Mid-Continent Public Library 
Naomi Williamson, University of Central Missouri 
 
Thanks to all who contributed to this year’s nominee selection process! 
 
Christy Schink, Chair 
Building Block Picture Book Award Committee 
scenic4@real.more.net 

Announcing the 2008 Building Block Picture Book Award Nominees!   

Listener/Selectors: 
 

Paula D. Blough, Mid-Continent Public Library 
Margaret Booker, Missouri Library Association 
Rene Burress, Buckner Elementary School Library 
Stephanie Carter, Carrollton Public Library 
Cathy Clear, University of Central Missouri 
Tiara Dixon, Mid-Continent Public Library 
Silvia Flores, Morton Elementary in Arlington, TX 
Jerilyn Hahn, Callaway County Public Library 
Renee Hand, Pettis County R-V School District 
Jessica Hammond, St. Charles City-County Library 
Chery Hassler, Wolfner Library for the Blind and  
Physically Handicapped 
Vicki Krueger, St. Louis County Library 
Marge Kudrna, Missouri State Library 
Nicole Powell, Kansas City Public Library 
Diana Stoppelmoor, Mid-Continent Public Library 
Crystal Stuck, St. Joseph Public Library 
Patti Swartz, Rolling Hills Consolidated Library 
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Where Are All the L ibrary Trustees? 
It is a well known fact that most of the nations 8,921 public libraries have boards of trustees and that these trustees have a lot to say 
about how public libraries operate. 
 
As a trustee for your library you should know your responsibilities; how else can you do a good job of representing your community.  
Just as important, however, is that you know what things do not fall under your authority.  
 

During the past three or four years we have had very poor trustee attendance at our MLA Conference.  We have tried several formats 
in scheduling programs to attract more trustees, but to no avail.  As a library trustee and Past-President of the Missouri Library  
Association, I challenge all trustees to become more active in MLA and its various continuing education and advocacy programs.  It 
is very important! 
 

We have many responsibilities as trustees, including promoting the mission of the library, setting appropriate policies for library ser-
vice, advocating for library service, appropriating and spending public funds, securing additional training, and hiring qualified direc-
tors.  My hope is that you will avail yourself of the various opportunities for training  that MLA produces each year and that, by  
doing so, will be challenged and excited to explore further your responsibility and authority as a library trustee in Missouri. 
 

Victor D. Gragg, Chair 
Trustee and Friends Division 
vgragg@juno.com 

The Youth Services Division steering committee along with Jeana 
Gockley (CSRT), Corky McCormick (Member-At-Large) and 
MLA Executive Director Margaret Booker met in Joplin in March 
to discuss the new Division’s role within MLA and in conjunction 
with CSRT and YASIG. We also discussed goals for our first year.  
The following goals were set for 2008: 
 

1.  Build the CSRT/YASIG/MLA relationship with MASL. 
2.  Establish a presence on the MLA web site. 
3.  Create a public relations piece similar to the recruitment insert 
designed and distributed by the Special Library Division.   See our 
creation at the right. 
4.  Create a logo for the division. 
5.  Work with CSRT, YASIG, PLD and the Awards Committee to 
create an annual award for an outstanding youth services librarian 
to be given out for the first time in 2009. 
 

The Recruitment piece was completed in time for MASL’s Annual 
Spring Conference and Trade Show. Several YSD, CSRT, YASIG, 
and Building Block Award Committee members worked the Trade 
Show booth and spread the word to MASL members on our new 
Youth Services Division. 
 

We’re hoping to have the logo designed through a contest with  
an unveiling in St. Louis during this year’s Annual Conference.  
Be on the watch for contest guidelines and deadlines. Once the 
logo is complete, we’ ll work to create a new award that will be 
presented to a MLA member who works with youth. The criteria 
and nomination deadline should be available by the end of the  
year with the first award being presented in Columbia during the 
2009 Conference.  
 

Susan Wray, Chair 
Youth Service Division 
swray@joplinpubliclibrary.org 
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Turn to page 7 for a look at the flipside of 
YDS’s new recruitment flyer. 
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Up Close and Personal:  State L ibrar ian Margaret Conroy 
Margaret Conroy, State Librarian, is a very special librarian.  She is the librarian to the State govern-
ment and librarian to all other librarians within the State.  Margaret has been State Librarian for two 
years.  She credits her mother with instilling the library habit in her and her siblings from an early age.  
She got her start working in libraries in high school by volunteering in the Quincy, IL Public Library 
Children’s Department.  After her volunteer stint, she was hired for her first job there.  She loved the 
atmosphere and the opportunity to organize the books!  Margaret’s inspiration for becoming a librarian 
was economics.  After graduating from Quincy University with a bachelor’s degree in Humanities. she 
went back to Quincy Public Library for her first job.  She worked in the Cataloguing Department as a 
clerk pasting pockets and writing on book spines with a hot pen.  She quickly realized she’d never get 
rich without an MLS, so she went back to school.  She got her MLIS from Dominican University and 
also has a Masters in Public Administration from the University of Missouri.  She says she’s still not 
rich but she is no longer burning her fingers on hot pens! 
 

Margaret has a great deal of experience in the public library sector.  She was Director of the Missouri River Regional Library 
(MRRL) in Jefferson City prior to becoming State Librarian.  When asked if she had always wanted to be a public librarian she re-
plied that it was not necessarily what she chose to do but it was the library environment she knew best.  In her first full-time library 
job, the library director was a wonderful mentor and very encouraging, so she felt motivated to pursue a management position in a 
public library.  While much of her experience is in the public library arena. she has also worked in other library environments.  In 
college she worked in the library for four years.  One of her experiences there was learning electric stylus “hot pen” skills.  Seems it 
was hard for her to get away from those hot pens!  Later, as a professional, she worked for five years in a multi-type regional library 
system in Illinois as a consultant to other libraries.  Then she moved to Missouri where she worked on the Missouri Newspaper  
Project, a grant position that was a hybrid between an academic and a special library job.  She went from there to Director of Little 
Dixie Regional Libraries in Moberly and then to MRRL. 
 

The Special Library Division selected Margaret to interview as part of our continuing series profiling special librarians around the 
state.  When asked if she considered herself a special librarian, she replied that she simply sees herself as a librarian working for all 
types of libraries.   While technically the Missouri State Library is a special library, the missions of its three divisions are diverse and 
encompass nearly every type of library activity.  Wolfner Library provides public library service for the visually impaired; Reference 
Services works to fill the research needs of state government; and Library Development strives to elevate all types of libraries.  She, 
as State Librarian, wears all those hats!  When asked how she sees special libraries fitting into the State Library’s organizational 
structure, Margaret explained that, while it may seem that the State Library’s focus is mostly on public libraries because of the State 
funds they administer on their behalf, she and her staff work hard to conceive of grant programs and other services for the other 
types of libraries.  Special libraries do qualify for some LSTA grants, and special library staff can attend Library Skills Institutes and 
other State Library workshops.  They also provide some general consulting services for any library that wants and/or needs that. 
 

When asked if being State Librarian was her dream job, Margaret said that she has always approached her career one job at a time 
and tries to do her best in each position.  She never dreamed that she would some day be Missouri State Librarian.  At first, she felt it 
was a job for someone with a range of skills she did not possess.  She says one piece of advice she would give to young, new, or 
emerging librarians is not to be afraid to take chances to find the job that is right for them.  She also would tell them if you are not 
happy in a position, move on to something else.  Life is too short to be miserable at work; just be careful not to “ job hop.”  The thing 
Margaret likes best about being State Librarian is working with the Missouri library community.  The part she finds most challenging 
is learning the ropes of a government job.  From the library service perspective, however, the most challenging part of her job is see-
ing the needs in Missouri’s libraries and trying to find ways to meet those needs with the limited resources at hand.  As a legacy of 
her time as State Librarian, Margaret would like to leave Missouri libraries in better shape than when she started and to have more 
Missourians aware of library resources. 
 

Closing on a more personal note, Margaret was asked what hobbies she enjoys.  She loves to garden and has earned her Master  
Gardener certificate.  She also is an amateur birder.  She likes to hike, camp, fish, and golf.  Reading is just about the only indoor 
activity on her hobby list and, as she commented, it can be done outside as well!  Her favorite genre, hands down, is mystery.  She 
prefers dark, psychological British police procedurals, with an occasional cozy thrown in.  Some of her favorite authors are Ian  
Rankin, P.D. James, Denise Mina, and Elizabeth George.  She added that, while George is not British, her settings are.  She also 
likes Martha Grimes.  Something she has read recently and recommends to others are Elizabeth George’s Inspector Lynley novels.  
She thanks Shirley Baker for her recommendation of these!  As a departure from mysteries, she has just started reading Alan Paton’s 
Cry, the Beloved Country, which she says is fascinating. 
 

Nancy J. Ogg, Special Library Division Member and MLA Archivist 
nancyogg@outdrs.net 
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Ohio L ibrar ies Under Fire for Program Cancellations 
 

 The American Civil Liberties Union of Ohio criticized the Cleveland Heights - University Heights Public Library for canceling a 
showing of the documentary film Searching for Peace in the Middle East. The film was the first of three events in a series co-
sponsored by the library and Cleveland Peace Action. The other two programs were scheduled to proceed as planned at the library in 
April and May. 
 

Library Director Stephen Wood said in the March 13 Cleveland Plain Dealer that the film was cancelled because staff found the 
movie, produced by the Foundation for Middle East Peace, to be “controversial and biased.”  Jeffrey Gamso, Legal Director of the 
ACLU of Ohio, called the cancellation “blatant and shameful censorship of particular views,”  and added: “A library may not  
withdraw its sponsorship of a film series because some members of the local community may be offended by it.”  
 

The other programs in the series featured a week’s worth of Middle East news footage shot by a Youngstown, OH network TV  
affiliate, and a panel discussion about the Middle East conflict. 
 

The Cincinnati-based Citizens for Community Values has filed a federal lawsuit charging that the Upper Arlington OH Public  
Library violated the group’s First Amendment rights by canceling a meeting-room reservation for a program entitled “Politics and 
the Pulpit”  several days after approving it. An affidavit filed with the court indicates that UAPL wrote CCV a week after initialing 
approving the program, and asked that CCV refrain from engaging in “a time of prayer petitioning God for guidance . . . and singing 
praise and giving thanks to God for the freedom we have in this country to participate in the political process”  so that the program 
would be in compliance with the library’s meeting room policy, which prohibits “ inherent elements of religious services.” 
 

“The library does not refuse the use of meeting rooms for discussions,”  Ruth McNeil, Library Community Relations Manager, told 
the March 8 Columbus Dispatch. “You can discuss faith, family values, or war. This is a place for public discussion. The opportunity 
to meet here was and still is open to them.”  
 

Citizens for Community Values, which has attacked local libraries over their Internet filtering policies in the past, is represented in 
the lawsuit by the Alliance Defense Fund, a nonprofit that defends the rights of Christians to practice their faith. “The government 
cannot treat people with nonreligious viewpoints more favorably than people with religious viewpoints,”  Tim Chandler, Legal  
Counsel for ADF, said in a news release about the law suit. “Christians have the same First Amendment rights as anyone else  
in America.”  
 

Book Groups Defend Reader Pr ivacy from National Secur ity Letters 
 

The American Library Association joined with five other groups to file an amicus curiae brief in a case brought by an internet ser-
vice provider challenging the FBI’s use of national security letters to demand private information from libraries, telephone compa-
nies, internet service providers, and other data-gathering bodies. Last September a federal judge ruled that the NSL provision of the 
Patriot Act violated the First Amendment, and the government appealed the case, Doe v. Mukasey, to the U.S. Second Circuit Court 
of Appeals. 
 

The brief, submitted by ALA, the American Booksellers Association’s Foundation for Free Expression, the Association of American 
Publishers, the American Association of University Professors, the Freedom to Read Foundation, and PEN American Center, states 
that the NSL statute, even as revised by Congress, “chills protected speech,”  pointing out that “even though the new Section 2709 
purports to create an exemption for libraries, it does nothing of the sort for the vast majority of libraries.”  
 

In an advertisement in the April 1 issue of the Capitol Hill newspaper Roll Call, ALA, AAP, ABA, and the PEN American Center 
urged Congress to restore the reader-privacy safeguards that were eliminated by the Patriot Act. The open letter cited recent reports 
by the Justice Department’s Inspector General showing that the FBI has violated the law thousands of times since Congress ex-
panded the bureau’s authority to issue National Security Letters and called for passage of the National Security Letters Reform Act 
(S. 2088 and H.R. 3189). 
 

EPA Gives Congress L ibrary Reopening Timeline 
 

The Environmental Protection Agency has submitted its report to Congress on the state of the EPA National Library Network. The 
four libraries that were closed will be reopened by September 30: Region 5 in Chicago, Region 6 in Dallas, Region 7 in Kansas City, 
and the EPA Headquarters Repository and the Chemical Library in Washington, D.C. All libraries will be staffed by a librarian and 
assistants; will contain reference and book collections; and will offer electronic services, interlibrary loan, and public access;  
 
continued on page 8 

A Repor t from ALA Councilor Pam Klilpsh 
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We extend a hearty “Welcome”  (Back)!”  to our new and returning MLA members - and a thank you!   If you haven’ t yet renewed 
(or joined), it is not too late…get thee to http://molib.org/MemForm.pdf, complete the form, and send it on in!  Why?  Membership 
in an association such as ours is invaluable!  Via listservs, meetings, and - of course - the annual conference, membership in MLA 
provides continuing education and training, networking opportunities, and fun!  
 

The Membership Committee is off and running!  Although the inclement weather has prevented us from meeting face to face, we 
continue to make progress thanks to e-mail.  We’ve been discussing possible action items for 2008, and we’ve kept busy planning 
conference activities.  We are continuing to work with the Public Relations and Publications Committees, as well as with the individ-
ual divisions and special interest groups, towards the creation of  division and SIG specific inserts to be included in MLA recruit-
ment literature.  Regarding the conference, we will again offer the orientation sessions on Wednesday and Thursday of conference 
for new members (as well as returning members!), the networking game “Know Me in Missouri: The Return to St. Louis,”  and the 
framework for “Librarians Who Lunch.”  Additionally, we are working hard to come up with a few new surprises! 
 

Shari Ellison, sellison@mcpl.lib.mo.us 
Katy Smith, kesmith@stlcc.edu 
Membership Committee Co-Chairs 
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(MLA Awards, continued from page 1) 
 

Outstanding L ibrary Employee Award recognizes a library em-
ployee who has made a significant contribution to the improvement 
or advancement of library and information services. Nomination 
Deadline: July 1. 
 

Outstanding New Librar ian Award recognizes a librarian who has 
made a significant contribution to the improvement and advancement 
of library and information services. Nomination Deadline: July 1. 
 

Public Relations Achievement Award recognizes a Missouri library 
for outstanding Public Relations during the previous year. 
Nomination Deadline: July 1. 
 

Ronald G. Bohley Award is presented by MLA and the Missouri 
Library Network Corporation (MLNC) to an individual or individuals 
whose actions have led libraries to work better together and who ex-
emplify the best efforts to reach out beyond their own institution to 
promote cooperative activities among libraries. Nomination Deadline: 
July 1. 
 

Virginia G. Young Outstanding Service Award, sponsored by the 
Trustees and Friends Division, recognizes an individual trustee for 
exemplary service to libraries in Missouri. Nomination Deadline:  
July 1.  
 

Library of the Year Award is conferred upon any type of Missouri 
library, library system, or library network for distinguished  
achievement in service.  Nomination Deadline: July 1. 
 

For more information about these awards, the nominating forms, and 
information about past winners, please visit the awards web page at 
http://molib.org/Awards.html.  Submit your nominations soon be-
cause the deadline is July 1st, and don’t forget to plan to attend the 
MLA Awards Banquet in October to share in all the good news and 
honor Missouri’s winners! 
 

April Roy, Chair 
Awards Committee 
aprilroy@kclibrary.org  

Membership Committee - Great in 2008!  
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(ALA Councilor’s Report, continued from page 5) 
 

The Federal Library and Information Center Committee has formed an advisory board that is working with EPA staff on strategic 
directions and library procedures. $1 million was appropriated to reestablish the libraries, collections and equipment, and for a needs 
assessment. The EPA will be in contact with affected stakeholders as the library plans are finalized.  
 

The release of the EPA report came almost two weeks after a Congressional hearing on the 2006 closures, where ALA President-
Elect Jim Rettig expressed concern about “exactly what materials have been shipped around the country and whether a record is 
being kept of what is being dispersed and what is being discarded.” The agency also was rebuked when the Government  
Accountability Office concluded that the EPA’s library closures were hasty and ill-considered, and a federal arbitrator ruled against 
the EPA for unfair labor practices and acting in bad faith toward library employees. 
 

“ Spokane Moms”  Win State Funding for  School L ibrar ies 
 

The grassroots advocacy efforts of the “Spokane Moms,” three parents “ fed up”  with the state of school libraries in Washington, 
paid off when their efforts, assisted by the Washington Library Media Association (WLMA), the Washington Library Association 
(WLA) and the ALA, resulted in the first-ever state-level support for school library media centers in Washington.  A compromise 
budget passed March 12, includes $4 million, which breaks down to $4.09 per student, for the 2008–09 academic year. This funding 
will maintain and improve library materials, collections, and services, according to Mom, Lisa Layera Brunkan in an American Li-
braries interview. 
 

The Spokane Moms partnered with WLMA and WLA to form The Washington Coalition for School Libraries and Information 
Technology (WCSLIT). Its Fund our Future Washington campaign has received national attention in past months, with a petition 
drive that drew over 5,000 signatures. The Office for Library Advocacy (OLA) worked with the American Association of School 
Librarians (AASL) and the Public Information Office (PIO) to assist the grassroots effort, including a day-long summit and lunch-
time rally that took place in the capitol city of Olympia.  
 

PPO, NEH Br ing “ Soul of a People”  Grants to L ibrar ies  
 

The Public Programs Office, in partnership with Spark Media, is proud to present an innovative library outreach program to enhance 
and increase the nationwide impact of Spark Media’s documentary film, “Soul of a People: Voices from the Writers’ Project.”   
Major funding for the library outreach program has been provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). Follow-
ing an application process, 30 libraries will be selected to receive a $2,500 grant from NEH to present five different public outreach 
programs during the period of the national broadcast of “Soul of a People”  (projected for Spring 2009). For more information about 
“Soul of a People: Voices from the Writer’s Project – Library Outreach Programs,” visit www.ala.org/soulofapeople.  The deadline 
for applying is July 11. 
 

ACRL/LAMA Space Planning Wiki  
 

In response to frequent inquiries for information about planning academic library buildings, ACRL and LAMA have partnered to 
develop a basic framework for architects, planners and librarians embarking on planning and design of academic libraries. The 
“ACRL/LAMA Guide for Architects”  provides convenient access to standards, guidelines, precedents, user studies, furniture, fix-
tures, equipment and other pertinent resources. The wiki-based guide is available on the ACRL Web site at: 
http://wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/ACRL/LAMA_Guide_for_Architects.  
 

The wiki was featured in the Chronicle of Higher Education and has received more than 6,000 hits since its launch in early March. 
 

Pam Klipsch, ALA Chapter Councilor 
pam@jeffersoncountylibrary.org 

Conference planning is underway.  Trade show solicitations have gone out to exhibitors around the St. Louis 
Metro Area and the nation.  If you haven’ t had a reason to visit MLA’s conference web page,  
http://molib.org/Conference.html, soon you may wish to crank up the Internet in 
order to review the 2008 Conference Preliminary Schedule, which should be 
available for your consideration by mid-June.   The Millennium Hotel, in down-
town St. Louis, is our conference venue and a customized online reservation link 
is available now for your sleeping room selection.  Look for the Millennium  
Hotel logo. 
 

If you haven’ t attended a MLA Annual Conference before, take a look through 
last year’s Program and evaluations, which are posted on the conference web site for your convenience.  
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News from the Government Documents Special Interest Group 
Let me start by introducing myself.  I am Tammy Stewart,  
Recorder for the Government Documents Special Interest Group 
and the Government Documents/Reference Librarian at Missouri 
State University in Springfield.  The other Gov Docs SIG officers 
include, Vice-Chair Barb Rehkop, brehkop@wustl.edu, and 
Chair  Frances Piesbergen, sfrpies@umsl.edu.  On behalf of all of 
us, we would like to welcome new members to our group and 
encourage all members to become actively involved. 
 

It has already been an eventful year for the government docu-
ments community in Missouri.  In February, Geoff Swindells, 
Government Documents Librarian at the University of Missouri - 
Columbia announced he was leaving his position at MU to be-
come the Head of Government and Geographic Information and 
Data Services at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois.  
Marie Concannon has assumed the responsibilities of Acting 
Government Documents Coordinator at MU’s Ellis Library.  We 
wish Geoff all the best in his new position.  Other long-time gov-
ernment documents colleagues have also or will soon be moving 
on to other things, and we also wish them well. 
 

Depository L ibrary Council/ Government Pr inting  
Office Conference 
 
The Semi-Annual Depository Library Council and Government 
Printing Office Conference was held in Kansas City, March 31-
April 2, at the Westin Crown Center.  Morning meetings included 
an introductory session for people attending their first conference 
and an instruction session on how to build a Web 2.0 site.  Regu-
lar sessions included updates from Public Printer Robert Tappela, 
who updated us on budget issues, the search for a new  
Superintendent of Documents, and a new GPO facility. 

Acting Superintendent of Documents Ric Davis commended out-
going DLC members, including Geoff Swindells.  He spoke to us 
briefly about progress made concerning Digital Signatures, the 
FDLP Directory, FDLP marketing, and the biennial survey.   
 

Program highlights from the conference included updates on the 
progress made in the implementation of GPO’s new FDSys and 
applications of Web 2.0 in our work with government informa-
tion.  These programs and other conference proceedings can be 
found on the new FDLP Desktop, 
http://www.fdlp.gov/repository/dlc/spring08/index.html. 
 

At the end of the conference, participants discussed the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats to the program and what 
we would like our mission statement to be.  Geoff Swindells  
introduced his successor Tim Byrne, from Information  
International Associates Inc.’s DOE/Office of Scientific and 
Technical Information, who declared the conference finished. 
 

In Other  News 
 

Marie Concannon is looking for people who would like to be 
involved in a nationwide Government Information Online Chat 
service.   MU has paid a membership fee that other librarians can 
participate under, or they can set up a separate membership for 
their own institution.  For more information about this service go 
to http://govtinfo.org/.  
 

Tammy Stewart, Recorder 
tammystewart@missouristate.edu 

PEER SIG Update 

If you are interested in taking a more active role in the MLA’s Professionalism, Education, Employment, and Recruitment [PEER] 
SIG as a recorder next year, please contact me or any PEER SIG officer as soon as possible. The committee has been busy preparing 
for the upcoming annual conference in October. We have a few presentations/speakers for the annual conference that we believe will 
stimulate and assist you. After the details have been finalized, you will be informed about the presentations in a future issue of the 
MO INFO newsletter. 
 

Now is the time to start thinking about colleagues, peers, and supervisors who will make excellent candidates for the Ronald G.  
Bohley Scholarship, an award of $2000 in support of Library Science education. For more details, see the MLA Awards web page at 
http://molib.org/Awards.html. Scholarship nominations must be postmarked no later than June 1. The scholarship award winner will 
be presented during the awards banquet at the annual conference. 
 

Tony Garrett, Chair 
garrettwa@umsl.edu 

The Public Library Association Conference was held in Minneapolis in late March.  MLA  
members gathered for a Happy Hour, social networking opportunity during the conference.   
Pictured left to right are MLA members:  Linda Ballard (University City Public Library),  
John Furlong (Brentwood Public Library), Terri Clark (Mid-Continent Public Library), Carl 
Sandstedt (St. Charles City-County Public Library), Kimberlee Ried (National Archives Central 
Plains Region), and Gerald Brooks (St. Louis Public Library).   
 

Make plans now to join fellow MLA members at the MLA @ ALA Happy Hour on Friday, June 27, 5:30 to 6:30 pm, at the  
Territorial Sports Bar, Sheraton Park Hotel Anaheim, 1855 South Harbor Boulevard, Anaheim, CA 92802. 

MLA @ PLA 
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now I have to think like a grown-up!” says Erwin. 
 

What Oliver says about Erwin applies to both of them and explains their effective teamwork:  both can “competently handle a zillion 
projects at once, and when you work with them, you know you’ re going to succeed and have fun!”   

Suppor t Staff/Paraprofessional SIG Update 
We now have a full slate for our steering committee.  Gwen Gilpin is serving as Vice-Chair and Mindy Gomez is our Recorder.  
Both attended our pre-conference at our 2007 Conference in Springfield and accepted our invitation to become steering committee 
members.  Gwen and Mindy both work at Ozarks Technical Community College. 
 

We met on Thursday, March 13 and again on Friday, April 4.  While the main topic of conversation was a discussion of possible 
program ideas for this year’s Conference, the committee also discussed its role, bylaws, goals, and ideas about how to recruit mem-
bers and what services we could offer to Missouri’s library support staff.  Our main goal is to reach support staff so, if you are read-
ing this, please share with other staff members.  We invite you to join MLA and ,if you are already a member, please consider join-
ing our SIG.  We have a listserv, MLAPARA-L.  If you have not already subscribed, go to the MLA membership web page and sign 
up now.  We are developing an active SIG, which is responsive to the needs of the support staff in all types of Missouri libraries 
 

Connie Bush, Chair 
cbush@dbrl.org 

Library News 

Joplin Public L ibrary Wins Small Business of the Year , Non-Pr ofit Category 
 

The Joplin Public Library received the Joplin Area Chamber of Commerce’s Small Business of the Year Award in the Non-Profit 
category at the Chamber’s Annual Banquet on April 24. The Library was one of three finalists, along with the Boy Scouts of  
America, Ozark Trails Council, and the George A. Spiva Center for the Arts.  
 

Anyone in the community can nominate any organization. Once nominated, nominees must answer questions pertaining to the or-
ganization, including its mission, service group, and funding. Finalists were announced at a Chamber breakfast held in February. In 
early April, a Chamber committee made up of past Small Business of the Year winners interviewed each finalist, with the winner 
announced at the Annual Banquet. 
 

“This has been a wonderful experience,” said Library Director Susan Wray. “We were up against fabulous, long-standing organiza-
tions, and it’s an honor to win.”  Wray also said, “We have received invaluable publicity and exposure by just being nominated.  
Winning has really raised the Library’s profile in the community.”   

 
L ivingston County Voters Approve Funding for  L ibrary Renovation Project 
 

In the early 1900s, the federal government purchased a plot of land at the corner of Clay 
and Locust Streets in Chillicothe for the purpose of building a federal building that would 
house a post office and a federal courtroom and supporting offices.  When the building 
was completed in 1916, it was considered one of the most modern federal buildings in the 
State of Missouri.  The building remained a federal building until 1965 when the deed was 
turned over to the Board of Trustees for the Livingston County Library as the post office 
was moved to a new location.  The Courtroom was rarely used, as federal cases were  
generally held in Kansas City, and the grandeur of the room remained intact.   
 

In 1966, remodeling was completed and the Livingston County Library moved in.  For a while, offices of the Internal Revenue  
Service, University of Missouri Extension, and Social Security Administration were housed on the 2nd floor of the three-story  
building.  Currently, the Children’s Department occupies the lower level of the building, adult and young adult services are on  
the first floor, the Courtroom and staff offices are on the second floor, and the third floor contains the genealogy collection and  
archive collection. 
 

continued on page 11 
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While the building has been updated in areas since moving in, some systems remain original.  A plumbing problem in recent years has 
forced the Library to shut off water to the second and third floors, leaving the staff without running water in their break room and the 
courtroom without bathroom facilities nearby. 
 

On April 8, 2008, the voters of Livingston County authorized the Board of Trustees to sell general obligation bonds to pay for a $3.4 
million renovation project with an affirmative vote of 71% of the voters.  The project will include replacing the original plumbing in 
the building, updating the heating and air conditioning systems, replacing electrical systems, and adding a staircase.  Cosmetic 
changes will be included as well, but the historical integrity of the building will be preserved. 
 

Work is scheduled to begin in late summer and will take approximately 15 months to complete.  The Library will not close for an ex-
tended period of time during renovations, but occasional closures for a few days at a time are expected.  For more information about 
the project or the process that let up to the election, please contact Library Director Robin Westphal at 660.646.0547. 

A Note from the  
Executive Director  
 

Back in October of 2007, I attended 
an elementary school assembly.  
The assembly of third, fourth, and 
fifth-graders was convened so that 
class members could hear candidate 
speeches.   Student council elec-
tions were at hand and my fourth 
grade niece McKenzie was a candi-
date for Secretary along with three 
others from the school’s fourth grade classes.  In addition to a 
secretary, the third, fourth, and fifth graders would elect a  
president and a treasurer.  Four presidential candidates presented 
statements, a couple had obvious council experience and were 
known by all in attendance.  A remarkable five candidates were 
competing to be Treasurer.  The full slate was split pretty evenly 
between boys and girls.  The racial demographic of the school is 
diverse and candidates were equally diverse. 
 

The kid’s candidate statements were a joy to hear.  Classmates, 
teachers, school administrators, and guests like me listened  
politely and applauded everyone who took the microphone.  
Similarities in the structure of each statement showed that the 
candidates had been provided with a template.  They all told us 
why they’d be good council members.  They all described their 
understanding of the position for which they were being consid-
ered.  They distinguished themselves in their lists of goals.   
Common to all statements was a pledge of representation.  All 
 the candidates knew that three would be elected by their peers  
to represent their student council interests; the student council  
is a representative democracy.  The elementary students were 
learning that candidate choice is key to the success of their repre-
sentative council.  All candidates were praised, acknowledged  
for stepping up - for presenting themselves and their ideas - for 
speaking at an assembly, for their willingness to lead and give t 
he concepts of leadership this important first consideration.  I  
was a very proud aunt as McKenzie took the stage to present  
her statement. 
 

When votes were counted and results were announced, we were 
sad to learn that McKenzie did not win the secretary’s seat.  I 
know she wanted to be a school leader, and I’m confident that 

she has shared her project ideas with those who were elected.  
She’ ll stay engaged, and she may run for Council again as a   
fifth grader. 
 

I share all this with MLA members as I’m up close and personal 
with our nominating process, the publication of candidate state-
ments, and balloting.  I work most closely with those elected by 
the membership to lead the Association.  As Executive Director, 
I’ve worked hard to learn MLA’s history, our policies and proce-
dures, and the culture in which MLA exists.  Our policies and 
procedures mark MLA as a representative democracy.  Our 
Nominating Committee recruits officer candidates from a diver-
sity of library types and sizes.  Attention is given to finding a 
balance of urban and rural and creating geographic balance on the 
MLA Executive Board.  You elect two Members-At-Large, rep-
resenting the average member.  Five of our Executive Board 
Members are elected by division members, obviously charged 
with representing the interests of their division.  MLA policies go 
that last step to provide for individual participation. 
 

The lesson for my niece McKenzie and her peers was that choice 
and representation are followed by votes. I am happy to report 
that votes are on the rise with the last couple competitive races, 
including recent Member-At-Large contests and the 2007 ALA 
Councilor race.  This is reinforced on the association level by the 
handwritten notes that come in on ballots.  A few members have 
sent in blank ballots with notes asking: “Why vote when no 
choice is provided?”   More members have added thank you notes 
on competitive ballots. 
 

As the MLA Nominating Committee prepares to solicit candi-
dates for this Fall’s executive board election, I encourage all 
MLA members to think back on the early civics lessons that we 
all share.  Please be reminded that your votes are important.  Also 
know that your willingness to stand for office is important.  In a 
membership organization, a selection of candidates is key to the 
success of any given race.  This Summer you may be invited to 
run for President-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, or Member-At-
Large.  Please prepare now to step up to the call; be ready to put 
yourself before the membership and be willing to contribute to 
MLA’s democratic process.  Third, fourth, and fifth-graders do it 
every Fall!  Let’s follow their good example. 
 

Margaret Booker, Executive Director 
mla001@more.net 
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May 14 Vir tual Library Legislative Day MLA/ALA Via phone, fax, e-mail 

May 16 Conference Planning Meeting MLA Videoconf Sites TBA 

May 30 Executive Board Meeting MLA Videoconf Sites TBA 

June 3-5 Annual Conference MOBIUS Osage Beach, MO 

June 5-6 June Meeting MO Public Library Directors Union, MO 

June 26-July 2 Annual Conference ALA Anaheim, CA 

May 14-17 30th Annual Conference� National Genealogical Society  Kansas City, MO 

July 25 Executive Board Meeting MLA Videoconf Sites TBA 
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