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MLA’s Legislative Advocacy Day was held in Jefferson City on Tuesday, February 12 
and what a wonderful way to fully appreciate the importance of working with our state 
government.  The day began with a budget update by our State Librarian, Margaret 
Conroy.  Ms Conroy explained that the Secretary of State has submitted a budget simi-
lar to the previous year with an increase to the A & E appropriation.  The Secretary of 
State’s budget includes state aid to public libraries, with appropriations to LIFT and the 
Census office, A & E Funding, the REAL appropriation for public libraries, Wolfner 
Library, and the summer reading program.  The Secretary of State’s appropriations  
request proceeds to the Missouri House for consideration under House Bill 12.  
 

MLA actively watches bills filed concerning property tax, tax increment financing 
(TIFs), immigration, Hancock, and any other bill that may affect our libraries in  
Missouri.   Randy Scherr, MLA’s Legislative Advocate, reported that there are no bills 
filed directly concerning libraries but several property tax bills and an immigration bill 
has been filled that will impact how we do our library business.  The bill numbers are 
HB 1377 (phases the personal property tax on motor vehicles), HB 1346/HB 1736 
(establishes provisions regarding illegal aliens in the state), HB 1465 (allows taxpayers 
to pay real property taxes in quarterly installments- MLA supports this bill) and SB 711 
(modifies provisions regarding property taxation).  
 

Following the LAD morning orientation, it was a great to see librarians seeking visits with their representatives and senators at our 
state capital.  The visits are a wonderful way to inform our legislators on the importance of libraries to the residents of Missouri and 
to remind them of the impact their legislation will have on libraries.  The day concluded with a buffet reception at the Jefferson City 
County Club.  Librarians and legislators were invited to informally meet and discuss concerns and issues.  Over fifty legislators at-
tended the buffet.  Conversations ranged from immigration reform to MOREnet to MOBIUS to property tax legislation.  To read the 
2008 MLA Talking Points, go to molib.org. 
 

Library Advocacy Day is a great way to let our legislators know what is important to libraries in Missouri, and I highly recommend 
putting Library Advocacy Day on your calendar next year.  Legislators need to remember that legislation affecting libraries does 
affect all the citizens in Missouri.  If you were not able to attend LAD, it is never too late or the wrong time to cultivate a great rela-
tionship with your legislators.  Your legislators need to know that our libraries are the great equalizers; anyone can use our libraries 
regardless of age, disability, gender, race, educational level, and economic status. Libraries are the cornerstones of our communities. 
 

Karen Hayden, President 
khayden@little-dixie.lib.mo.us 

Library Advocacy:  What Can I  Do? 

Move Over Rover! Wins 2007 Missour i Building Block Picture Book Award 
On behalf of the Missouri Building Block Picture Book Award Committee, I am pleased to announce 
Move Over, Rover!, written by Karen Beaumont and illustrated by Jane Dyer, as the 2007 winner of the 
Missouri Building Block Picture Book Award.   
 

The Building Block Award program began in 1996 by the Children’s Services Round Table of the  
Missouri Library Association.  A major purpose of the award is to encourage parents, child care providers, 
teachers and others who work with or care for young children to read aloud to them.  Nominated titles  
 

continued on page 7 
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UMKC’s Announces New Head of Collections 
 

Steve Alleman is the new Head of Collections in the University of  
Missouri-Kansas City Libraries.  Mr. Alleman has been serving as Collec-
tion Management Librarian at the University of New Orleans. He earned 
his MLS in Library Science at Louisiana State University and M.A. in 
English from the University of New Orleans. His B.A. in English and  
German was received from Tulane University. 
 

Top 10 Cities by Library Resources: 

Library News 

Member News 
Good luck goes out to the following MLA members who are running 
for American Library Association office this year: 
 

Connie Bush, Circulation Manager at Daniel Boone Regional Library, 
Columbia, is running for Library Administration and Management  
Association-Measurement Analysis Evaluation Section Secretary. 
 

Patr ick Wall, Assistant Director, University City Library, is running 
for Reference and User Services Association-Collection  Development 
and Evaluation Section Member-At-Large. 
 

Janice Schultz, Genealogy Librarian, Mid-Continent Public Library, 
Independence, is running for Reference and User Services Association-
History Section Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect. 
 

Keep an eye out on the ballot for the following non-members as well:  
Stephanie Atkins, Terry Day, Jennifer Emanuel, Marilyn McCroskey, 
Ritchie Momon, and Brian Vetruba 
 

All Web voters will receive ballots between March 17 and March 19, 
2008, in a 48-hour e-mail blast. 

1. Cleveland, Ohio 
2. St. Louis, Missour i 
3. Kansas City, Missour i 
4. Seattle, Washington 
5. Cincinnati, Ohio 

6. Denver, Colorado 
7. Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 
8. Toledo, Ohio 
9. Tulsa, Oklahoma 
10. Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Source: America’s Most Literate Cities 2007, by Jack Miller, President, 
Central Connecticut State University. 
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A new listserv has been created for members of the Computers and Information Technology Special Interest Group.  Check the MLA 
membership web page, http://molib.org/Membership.html, for details about how to subscribe.  
 

Even though the 2008 Conference is still months away, CIT SIG is taking suggestions on topics you would like to learn about in  
October. Last year, CIT SIG sponsored or co-sponsored seven programs on usability testing, Second Life, digitization, current 
awareness services, staff training in emerging technologies, the tagging phenomenon on the web, and social software. Send your 
ideas and suggestions to CIT SIG Chair Joy Weese Moll. 
 

Joy Weese Moll, Chair 
joyweesemoll@yahoo.com 

Government Docs SIG Sends Best Wishes and Farewell to Geoff Swindells 

Computer and Information Technology SIG Update 

Geoff Swindells, the Missouri Regional Depository Librarian at UMC and Vice-Chair of the Government Information SIG, will be 
leaving that post in March to join Northwestern University in Chicago.  Geoff came to the Government Documents Department at 
UMC in 1996 from the Federal Reserve Bank of New York.  He reactivated the SIG in 1996-97 and became its first Chair.  He has 
been the Regional Depository Librarian since 1999.  Geoff has been very active in GODORT and will complete his term as Chair of 
the Depository Library Council in October 2008. 
 

Geoff begins his career at Northwestern as Head of Government Information and Data Services.  He will supervise a staff of 10 peo-
ple and a large documents collection, including United Nations, European Union, World Tourism Board, and state and federal docu-
ments.  Geoff is looking forward to working on various digitization projects.  “ I will miss the very active and committed documents 
community in Missouri” , Geoff says. 
 

With Geoff’s departure, Barbara Rehkop will become Vice-Chair of the SIG, and we will have an opening for Recorder.  Please see 
pp. 58-59 of the MLA Handbook, http://molib.org/BylawsHandbook.html, for more information, or contact Frances Piesbergen, 
sfrpies@umsl.edu, or Barbara Rehkop, brehkop@wustl.edu, if you would be interested in taking a more active role in the SIG. 
Similarly, if you have ideas or suggestions for programs for the MLA Conference in October, Frances wants to hear from you! 
 

Barbara Rehkop, Vice-Chair 
brehkop@wustl.edu 

MLA’s Professionalism, Education, Employment, and Recruitment SIG is off to an exciting new year.  We recently filled all of  
our vacant positions and the steering committee is ready to start working to make this year a success.  We will soon  
begin thinking about the upcoming Annual Conference and are looking for presentation ideas.  If you are a member of PEER  
SIG and you are interested in presenting a workshop, please contact me or any of the other PEER SIG officers as soon as possible.   
 

Now is the time to start thinking about colleagues, peers, and supervisors who will make excellent candidates for the Ronald G.  
Bohley Scholarship, an award of $2000 in support of a Library Science education.  For more details, see the MLA Awards web page 
at http://molib.org/Awards.html. 
 

Tony Garrett, PEER SIG Chair 
garrettwa@umsl.edu 

PEER SIG Update 

Employment opportunities on the web: 
 

�  Library employment in all library types 
�  Unlimited postings free to instutional members,   
 $25 for a two-week posting to all others  
�  Check Jobline for positions in Missouri and   
 surrounding states. 
 

http://molib.org/Jobline.html 

 

 
Jobline 
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Introducing SLD Recorder Cindi Ernst 
What do the United States Navy and this article have in common?  The 
answer is: me.  I am a new member to MLA and the new Recorder for 
SLD.  As I sit writing this, I am thinking back to December 4, 1979.  It is 
around 2:00 am in the morning as I see in my mind a nervous, shy, and 
young recruit getting off a bus to enter a new world.  Trust me when I say 
that it is not a wonderful library world that I was entering!  I can still feel 
the breath of the Company Commander screaming down into my face.  Do 
these people not know that mouth wash is inexpensive? 
 

I am happy to report that I survived Boot Camp and served my country as both an active duty member as well as a Naval Reservist.   
I met my husband in the Navy ,and we have two beautiful grown daughters.  In fact, the day my oldest daughter started kindergarten 
I started back to school and received a Bachelor of Science degree in Paralegal Studies from the University of Southern Mississippi.  
This degree was instrumental in preparing me for the position as a Child Support Investigator for the Cass County Prosecutor’s  
Office located in Harrisonville, Missouri.  By the way, the Head Prosecutor at the time received his Ph.D. from the University of 
Southern Mississippi as well.  This fact probably played a role in my receiving the job.  After leaving the Prosecutor’s Office, I went 
on to work in medical records at a Kansas City, Missouri hospital before being promoted to Corporate Responsibility Paralegal.  I 
left the healthcare field after eight and a half years of service. 
 

I currently work at the UMKC Law Library as their Government Documents Coordinator.  I am responsible for handling all of the 
government documents that enter the library. I also do two reference shifts a week and recently presented to the law faculty a presen-
tation explaining the virtues of the electronic database “Catalog of U.S. Government Publication”.  Have you ever heard the phrase 
“other duties as assigned”?  I am pleased to say that this phrase is one that is responsible for some of the most challenging as well as 
rewarding opportunities that I encounter here at the Law Library. 
 

My new mission in life is to interject my new found knowledge into the library world.  I completed my MLS degree from the MU 
library program on December 14, 2007.  I am honored and excited to be the new SLD Recorder. I look forward to serving in this 
capacity.  I encourage you to contact me with any questions, comments, suggestions, or what ever else is on your mind concerning 
SLD.  Upon replying to you, I promise to….. Oh wait, I’m already elected! 
 

Cindi Ernst, Recorder 
ernstc@umkc.edu 

ALA Councilor ’s Repor t:  ALA Midwinter Meeting - Philadelphia 2008 
The ALA Washington Office (WO) continues its efforts in support of the SKILLS Act, to include wording in the reauthorization of 
No Child Left Behind that requires schools to employ certified school library media specialists.  Also, the WO is working to make 
sure language is retained in the current Farm Bill (HR 2419) that calls for expansion of broadband connectivity for public libraries in 
rural areas.  WO urges library supporters to contact their Representatives and Senators and ask them to use their influence with the 
conferees on the Farm Bill Conference Committee, to make sure the “ library connectivity amendment” in the Senate version of the 
bill remains in HR 2419, Section 6302: “Telemedicine, Library Connectivity, and Distance Learning Services in Rural Areas.”    
 

I attended the meeting of the Intellectual Freedom Round Table (IFRT) Task Force on the National Conversation on Privacy.   
Using the National Issues Forum model, the task force is charged to gather information on public perceptions and concerns about 
privacy, to “ frame” the issue, and create a discussion guide.  At Annual Conference in Chicago 2009, IFRT is planning a half-day 
pre-conference to teach librarians how to use the guide to conduct conversations in their communities.  Meanwhile, the ALA  
Intellectual Freedom Committee is planning a National Summit on Privacy, with representatives of advocacy groups involved in the 
privacy debate. 
 

ALA is involved in the public awareness and information campaign for the transition to all-digital signal television broadcasting 
scheduled for February 2009.  Libraries are urged to help educate consumers about the transition.  Information is available at 
ala.org/dtv. 
 
continued on page 5 
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Council Actions 
 

Candace Morgan, Chair of the Committee on Professional Ethics (COPE) presented the results of a four-year process in which the 
Committee reviewed the Code of Ethics, holding hearings at Conferences and soliciting comments from members throughout the 
Association.  The Committee recommended revising Article IV to read: “We respect intellectual property rights and advocate bal-
ance between the interests of information users and rights holders.”   Candy stated that the Code of Ethics is 70 years old and was 
last revised in 1995 when Article IV was added.  The Committee felt it was time to recognize the complex issues librarians routinely 
negotiate involving copyright, fair use ,and public domain.  Some councilors complained the language was too vague; others insisted 
that broadly inclusive language was the most appropriate for an ethics document.  In the end, the committee’s recommendation was 
adopted by a vote of 84-71. 
 

Leslie Burger, Immediate Past-President of ALA, reported the Executive Board’s nominations for Honorary Membership:  chil-
dren’s author and reading advocate Pat Mora; Effie Lee Morris, retired Coordinator of Children’s Services at San Francisco Public 
Library and a pioneer African American librarian; Peggy Sullivan, former executive director of the American Library Association, 
Past-President of ALA, retired University Dean, Professor, scholar, and mentor.  All three nominations were unanimously approved.  
Honorary memberships will be presented at ALA Annual 2008 in Anaheim. 
 

The Committee on the Status of Women in Librarianship presented a resolution to establish a task force to study and recommend to 
Council specific programs that libraries can utilize to support employees who are family caregivers (approved). 
 

The Committee on Organization presented a recommendation to establish an Advocacy Committee to work with the new Office for 
Library Advocacy (approved).  A recommendation that candidates for elected or appointed positions in ALA should refrain from  
 

continued on page 6 
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any committee or board activity that could advance, or appear  
to advance, their candidacy was defeated.  Councilors questioned 
how such a broad and sweeping prohibition would be  
equitably enforced. 
 

The Constitution and Bylaws Committee recommended an 
amendment to the ALA Constitution Article VIII, Section 2 on 
the process of filling vacancies in the offices of President-Elect 
and Treasurer, if an elected candidate is unable to serve, or an 
elected officer is unable to complete his/her term (approved). 
 

The Committee recommended a second amendment to the  
Constitution Article VIII, Section 5 to be revised to read: “All 
officers and elected members of the Executive Board shall serve 
until the adjournment of the Annual Conference that follows the 
selection of their successors”  (approved).  At one time, ALA 
only met once a year and the language in this section reflected 
that.  Now ALA holds two meetings each year, and the amend-
ment reflects this change.  Because these are constitutional 
amendments, they must be voted on twice by Council and then 
be ratified by the general membership before they are adopted. 
 

The Intellectual Freedom Committee presented an information 
report with no action items but discussed recent disturbing trends 
in censorship, including “ libel tourism”  and filing or threatening 
to file criminal obscenity complaints against teachers and school 
districts to intimidate or punish teachers for using or recommend-
ing books that a parent or censor finds personally objectionable.  
Two teachers, one in Texas and one in Connecticut ,have lost or 
stand to lose their jobs because of such actions. 
 

The Committee on Legislation presented six resolutions for 
Council approval.  All six were approved.  The first asked  
Congress to approve full funding of the U.S. Government  
Printing Office appropriation for FY2009 at the level requested 
by the Public Printer, to support free public access to Federal 
government information in all formats.  
 

The second committed ALA to work with the Government  
Printing Office to ensure that tribal college libraries have the 
opportunity to become members of the Federal Depository  
Library program. 
 

The third resolution called for government at all levels to create 
adequate disaster recovery plans and maintain redundant systems 
to facilitate the use of e-government resources, and called for 
libraries to be given priority access to electrical and telecommu-
nications connections during disasters to facilitate community 
and emergency aid response.  This comes from the experience of 
libraries that served the needs of people displaced by  
Hurricane Katrina. 
 

The fourth resolution called on Congress to redress the dramatic 
postal rate increases for mailing periodicals that took effect July 
15, 2007, which disproportionately impacted the economic vi-
ability of many small circulation publications by raising their 
mailing costs as much as 40%, and to pass legislation to protect 
against such disproportionate rate increases in the future. 
 

The fifth resolution commended Bassem Youssef, a high ranking 
agent of the FBI, who says he has been subjected to retaliation on 
the job because he has publicly reported on the FBI’s misuse of 
National Security Letters.  Mr. Youssef received permission from 
his superiors to speak at a Midwinter briefing sponsored by the 
Washington Office; at the last minute his permission was re-
voked and he was told that he could not give his prepared re-
marks, but he appeared anyway and responded to questions from 
the audience. 
 

The sixth and final resolution urged Congress to renew its com-
mitment to the full deployment of the Federal Digital 
(Information) System and all related and supporting functions 
and services, and the full funding of future GPO requests that are 
essential to the full deployment of the FDS and to the GPO’s 
Title 44 obligations. 
 

Council then turned its attention to resolutions brought by indi-
vidual Councilors.  Councilors Al Kagan and Elaine Harger pre-
sented a resolution on the crisis in Kenya, specifically referring 
to government censorship of the press and the suspension of the 
right of free assembly, as well as attacks targeting schools and 
churches.  An effort to refer the resolution to the International 
Relations Committee was voted down after councilors objected 
that the matter was immediate and action should not be deferred 
for six months. 
 

Others questioned whether ALA had a general policy governing 
when and under what circumstances it issued statements on inter-
national incidents.  I pointed out that ALA Council adopted just 
such a general policy statement in 1991 when it approved “The 
Universal Right to Free Expression: An Interpretation of the  
Library Bill of Rights.”  Council amended the resolution to re-
move two whereas clauses related to alleged U.S. government 
actions, and then approved the amended resolution. 
 

A second resolution sponsored by Al Kagan and Jonathan Betz-
Zall, called on the U.S. government to facilitate the return of 
historic documents seized from the Iraq National Library Ar-
chives by American and British Forces at the beginning of the 
Iraq War.  The director of the Iraq National Library, Dr. Saad 
Eskander, has been seeking their return since 2007.  The resolu-
tion calls on the U.S. to honor the Hague Convention for the  
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict 
and its Second Protocol, and return the documents to the  
Archive.  This was also approved. 
 

Finally, a resolution sponsored by Janet Swan Hill and Michael 
Golrick sought to begin the process by which the specific dues 
figures for ALA dues could be removed from the ALA Bylaws 
and placed elsewhere in the Policy Manual.  Janet explained that 
the process of getting a dues increase approved by membership is 
more complicated when it involves amending the bylaws.  She 
asked that Constitution and Bylaws work with the Membership 
Committee to come up with an alternative placement and process 
that would continue to insure that ALA membership would have 
a say in any dues increase.  This was approved. 
 

Pam Klipsch, ALA Councilor 
pam@jeffersoncountylibrary.org 
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are selected because they are considered to be quality books to read aloud to children.  The titles selected help to encourage  
language development, promote pre-reading skills, and allow the reader to share a variety of literary and artistic experiences with  
the listeners.  
 

The Building Block Award is a “ listener-selected”  award for preschool and kindergarten aged children.  More than 11,000 children 
from around the state of Missouri listened to the nominated titles and voted for their favorite.  The Missouri Building Block Picture 
Book Award Committee would like to thank everyone who has taken the time to promote this award to their patrons and their  
communities.  It is your involvement that has made the Missouri Building Block Picture Book Award successful. 
 

Hollis Stolz, Awards Chair 
Missouri Building Block Picture Book Award Committee 
hstolz@dbrl.org 

Come join us as we “Celebrate Success”  with a Mardi Gras flavor at the Tan-Tar-A Resort, Osage Beach, Missouri during MASL’s 
Spring Conference, April 13-15, 2008.  Join us in workshops that focus on our four roles; Program Administrator, Teacher,  
Information Professional, and Instructional Partner as outlined in Information Power; listen to Keynoters who will lift spirits, enter-
tain, and challenge; explore the Exhibits Hall; stroll down Authors’ Alley; shop in the Conference Store; enjoy the Mardi Gras Mad-
ness events on Sunday afternoon; and savor delicious desserts at the Awards Reception after dinner.  Be sure to wear your party 
clothes to the Readers Award Banquet as we honor the winning authors and rejoice in the unmasking of the Truman Readers Award.  
 

Pre-conference flier and online registration for the conference is available at 
maslonline.org.  
 

Patty Bibler, MASL Spring Conference Committee Chair 
p_bibbler@sbglobal.net 

If you are not already a member of your unit listserv, go to the MLA membership web page and sign-up 
now.  Our listserv partner, Missouri Library Network Corporation, supports electronic discussion lists, 
also known as listservs, for MLA Divisions and Special Interest Groups.  Topic specific lists are also 
available for your use. 
 

Messages are archived by date posted and easy to select according to subject. 
 

Following is an updated list of listserv options: 
 

�  MLA-L, general membership 
�  BUILDINGBLOCKS-L, for those interested in the Missouri Building Block Picture Book Award, 
hosted by the Missouri Building Block Picture Book Award Committee and the CSRT 
�  CIRCILL-L, Circlation and Interlibrary Loan Special Interest Group 
�  CSRT-L, Children’s Services Round Table 
�  MLAADVOCACY-L, for those interest in the topic of advocacy, hosted by the Legislative Committee  
�  MACRL-L, Missouri Association of College and Research Libraries 
�  MLACIT-L, Computer and Information Technologies Special Interst Group 
�   MLAGENE-L, Genealogy and Local History Special Interest Group 
�   MLAHR-L, for those interested in the topic of human resources management, hosted by PEER SIG 
�   MLAPARA-L, Support Staff and Paraprofessional Special Interst Group 
�   MLAPEER-L, Professionalism, Education, Employment, and Recruitment Special Interst Group 
�   MLAPLD-L, Public Libraries Division 
�   MLARA-L, for those intersted in the topic of reader’s advisory, hosted by RISSIG 
�   MLASLD-L, Special Libraries Division 
�  MLATFD-L, Trustee and Friends Division 
�  MLAYS-L, Youth Services Division 
�  OUTREACH-L, Outreach Special Interst Group 
�  YASIG-L, Young Adult Special Interst Group 
 

http://molib.org/Memberhip.html 
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