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In a few short weeks MLA’s Library Advocacy Day will be held in Jefferson City, on Tuesday, 
February 10.  It is my hope that every MLA member will join us – my hopes are a bit utopian!  
However, there are issues that arise each year that affect all types of Missouri libraries and your 
Association is charged with taking proactive steps to ensure that libraries are protected from  
potentially harmful legislation. 
 
No matter what type of library you work in, your contribution towards information gathering, re-
source sharing, and making materials available to Missourians is important.  Each year bills are 
filed by lawmakers that threaten the livelihood and role that libraries play in every community, 
whether it’s an issue related to tax abatements or assessments, tax increment financing (TIFs), or 
immigration – your library is affected.  

 
With a changing state administration and new faces in the State Capital, coupled with statewide financial challenges, 
effective advocacy is essential for the entire library community.  It is imperative that we communicate the positive role 
and responsibilities of libraries.  While there will be many challenges in the coming year, there are also opportunities to 
fortify the position and contributions of the library community. 
 
MLA is lucky; we have funding available to employ a lobbyist to work on our behalf.  Randy Scherr has represented our 
Association for many years.  He knows and understands the legislative process and works to keep our Legislative  
Committee and Executive Board informed on legislative issues.  In conjunction with our lobbyist, the Executive Board is 
committed to providing you with the knowledge, resources, and skills to successfully advocate now and in the future. 
 
If you are a first-timer to Library Advocacy Day please mention it, others in attendance will welcome you and “teach you 
the ropes” of what to say to legislators, and I promise you will come away realizing that you have made a difference.  
However, if you cannot join us in Jefferson City, please know that on February 10 you should contact your  
Representatives and Senators via e-mail or fax.  Information about this activity will be forthcoming via the MLA-L listserv 
and on the Legislative Committee web page.  
 
I hope many of you will join the MLA contingent on February 10 and walk the halls of the State Capital. I look forward to 
seeing many of you in Jefferson City!  
 
Kimberlee Ried, President 
mlaprez09@gmail.com  

Library Advocacy Day: Be a Part of the Action! 

Lake Ozarks Location Selected for  
2010 Annual Conference 
 
After reviewing proposals from four Kansas City and two Lake Ozark conference hotels, the MLA Executive Board ap-
proved the Lake’s Lodge of the Four Seasons as our 2010 Annual Conference venue.  The Lodge offered our preferred, 
first week of October meeting dates; a great sleeping room rate of $118; free parking; great, nearby outlet shopping; 
complimentary wireless Internet; discounts on audio-visual equipment; complimentary podiums and risers; discounted 
staff sleeping rooms, VIP sleeping room upgrades; and a reasonable $17,000 food and beverage minimum. 
 
President Ried is currently accepting volunteers for the open position of 2010 Conference Coordinator.  All interested 
may reach her via e-mail at mlaprez09@gmail.com. 
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Get a “Passport to  
Treasures @ Your  
Library” during the  
Missouri Association of 
School Librarians’ (MASL) 
2009 Spring Conference.  
The Conference is sched-

uled for April 19-21 at Tan-Tar-A.  To register for the Conference 
and the webinars, visit http://www.maslonline.org. Remember to 
register in time to get the early-bird rate; have your registration 
postmarked by January 31. 
 
Native American Author Joseph Bruchac is scheduled to attend 
the 2009 MASL Spring Conference.  Come hear Joseph speak 
at the opening session on Sunday, April 19, beginning at 5 pm.  
Bruchac has authored more than 70 books for adults and chil-
dren, including The First Strawberries, Keepers of the Earth  
(co-authored with Michael Caduto), Tell Me a Tale, When the 
Chenoo Howls (co-authored with his son, James), his autobiog-
raphy Bowman's Store, and such novels as Dawn Land, The  
Waters Between, Arrow Over the Door, and The Heart of a  
Chief. Other titles include Squanto's Journey (Harcourt), a pic-
ture book, Sacajawea (Harcourt), an historical novel, and Crazy 
Horse's Vision (Lee & Low), a picture book.  New titles include 
Buffalo Song (Lee & Low), March Toward the Thunder (Dial), 
and The Girl Who Helped Thunder and Night Wings  
(Harper Collins). 
 
Naomi Shihab Nye, award-winning poet, writer, anthologist,  
and educator, will present workshops on Tuesday, April 21.  
“Literature is one of the best bridges among us.  And, it is a 
beautiful bridge without a toll.”  Ms. Nye says: “Books, stories, 
poems encourage a deepened empathy and respect for one an-
other, especially those ‘others’ whom one might have imagined 
to be ‘unlike ourselves,’ serve a great purpose in the current sor-
rowing time.”  Attend the Missouri Association of Spring  
Conference and see how Nye uses her writing to connect 
readers to their shared humanity. 
 
continued on page 7 

The Missouri Library Association, Columbia, 
MO, est. 1900, is the Missouri State Chapter of 
the American Library Association, Chicago, IL. 
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2008 is now behind us and we all get to enjoy the vision of hindsight.  How was your 2008?  Did 
you accomplish all that you wanted to accomplish?  Did you remember to “Thank” all of those 
individuals who made a positive impact on your life?  As your 2008 President, I had an exciting 
year, and I would like to thank everyone for the experiences I had this past year. 
 
Being your MLA President afforded me many opportunities to interact with a variety of other li-
brarians in a number of ways.  I met many wonderful individuals.  In February, I was asked to 
speak at the Missouri State Library’s Winter Institute and what a treat it was to see so many li-
brarians eager to learn more about being librarians.  As a librarian who began my profession like 
many of those in the audience, I envision many of these attendees as future library leaders.  
 
In July, I was able to attend the grand opening of Mid-Continent Public Library’s Midwest Geneal-

ogy Center in Independence.  What a wonderful event.  It was inspiring to see the large crowd of citizens exited about 
this new Missouri treasure.  The Genealogy Center is definitely one place that all Missourians interested in family history 
must visit. 
 
As time goes on, we begin to look forward to retirement from our chosen profession, and I was honored to attend the 
retirement reception for long-time Missouri librarian Sallie Hancox.  Mrs. Hancox was the Director of the Scenic Regional 
Libraries for 33 years and worked in libraries for 43 years.   It was wonderful be given the opportunity to recognize an 
outstanding librarian and her dedication to Missouri libraries and MLA. 
 
Margaret Booker and I had the great pleasure of attending the Missouri Governor’s Mansion Preservation’s “Luncheon 
with the First Ladies” in Jefferson City.  It was a thrilling experience to listen to six of Missouri’s First Ladies as they re-
lived their experiences in the Governor’s Mansion. 
 
MLA’s Annual Conference “Freedom to Soar with Books & More” was a wonderful experience.   The Conference was 
three full days of well planned programs, banquets, excellent program speakers, award winners, and networking among 
attendees for the 500+ individuals who attended.   Congratulations to all of the MLA award winners.  MLA members and 
I are very proud of your accomplishments.  An extra “Thank You” is extended to all of the conference planners who did a 
wonderful job and provided our librarians with a great professional growth experience. 
 
So as I begin my year as Past-President, “Thank You” to all who helped make 2008 a good experience for me.  Thank 
you to all the committee members, officers, and Margaret Booker for helping whenever you were asked.  In closing,  
Kimberlee Ried will be your new MLA President, and I have sincere confidence that she will do a wonderful job.  Please 
volunteer and help Kimberlee as she leads MLA in 2009. 
 
Karen Hayden, Past-President 
khayden@little-dixie.lib.mo.us 

A President’s Look Back at 2008 

Special Libraries Are Special Because … 
Ok, I will state upfront that I love working in a special library.  So do I feel special?  The answer to that question is:  “You 
bet your sweet law book!”  While working at Leon E. Bloch Law Library in Kansas City, I have been given the opportunity 
and privilege of serving law students, faculty, and Pro Se’s (individuals representing themselves in legal matters).  I must 
admit that at certain times while working with the Pro Se’s I have felt special in the fact that my patience, good will, and 
professionalism have been tested to the limit.  
 
A special library can be defined as one that is not an academic, school, or public library.  This type of library meets the 
needs of a specialized group of people.  The special library can be for profit or non profit. 
 
The Special Libraries Division’s objective is to promote the development and represent the interests of Missouri’s special 
libraries and special librarians.  You can find this objective stated on MLA’s Special Libraries Division web page. 
 
continued on page 7 
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ALA Councilor’s Report 

2008 I LOVE MY LIBRARIAN AWARD WINNERS INCLUDE KCPL LIBRARIAN  
 
Librarians in our nation’s 123,000 libraries make a difference in the lives of millions of Americans every day. The  
Carnegie Corporation of New York/New York Times I Love My Librarian Award allows library users to nominate the li-
brarian that has made a difference in their lives.  In 2008, more than 3,200 library users nationwide nominated a librarian 
for the award.  Ten librarians were selected for service to their communities, schools, and colleges as winners of the 
2008 I Love My Librarian Award --- and one of the ten is Carol Levers, Community Services Librarian and Weekend  
Supervisor at Kansas City Public Library’s Plaza Branch. 
 
Each of the 10 award winners received a $5,000 cash award and were honored at a ceremony and reception in New 
York at The Times Center, hosted by The New York Times on Dec. 9.  
 
Nominations were open to librarians working in public, school, college, community college, and university libraries.  In 
order to be eligible, the nominee had to have received a Master’s Degree from a program accredited by the ALA in  
Library and Information Studies or a Master’s Degree with a Specialty in School Library Media from an educational  
institution accredited by the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education.  
 
The selection committee was comprised of Dr. Loriene Roy, Professor at the University of Texas at Austin, School of 
Information; Dr. Rookaya Bawa, Program Officer at Carnegie Corporation of New York; Annalisa R. Crews, Library  
Media Specialist at Homewood High School, Homewood, Ala.; Karen Danczak Lyons, First Deputy Commissioner of 
Chicago Public Library; Diane McNulty, Executive Director of Community Affairs and Media Relations at The New York 
Times; and Dr. Laverna M. Saunders, University Librarian at Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, Pa.  
 
ALA administers the award through the Campaign for America’s Libraries, its public awareness campaign that promotes 
the value of libraries and librarians. To read the complete nomination submitted for Carol, go to 
http://www.ilovelibraries.org/lovemylibrarian/winners.cfm, and click on her name. 
 
ALA OUTREACH INITIATIVES 
 
As part of experimentation with new ways for members to participate in the Association, ALA is soliciting proposals for 
“grassroots” conference programs developed by individuals outside of the usual committee structures. Several proposals 
have already been received, and up to ten programs will be presented at Annual Conference in Chicago this summer. 
The monthly online ALA “salons” on OPAL are continuing, and plans are underway to allow members to submit ques-
tions to ALA Presidential candidates during the Candidates Forum at Midwinter via You Tube. The candidates are 
Roberta Stevens, the Outreach Projects & Partnerships Officer at the Library of Congress, and Kent Oliver, Executive 
Director of the Stark County District Library in Canton, Ohio. Kent is also a former staff member at Daniel Boone  
Regional Library in Columbia and a Past-President of MLA! 
 
Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels reports that ALA’s support staff certification program should be able to launch a 
full year ahead of schedule. ALA received an IMLS grant to develop competencies and standards for support staff and to 
test a model certification program to be implemented by the ALA-APA in 2011. Due to the speed of progress in develop-
ing the standards and the many expressions of interest from support staff, it is now anticipated that the first “class” of 
candidates will be able to start work on their ALA-APA certificates in early 2010. 
 
The planned ALTA/FOLUSA “merger” into a new ALA division, the Association of Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends 
and Foundations (ALTAFF) is proceeding. Friends of Libraries USA (FOLUSA) will dissolve itself at the Midwinter  
Meeting in Denver as the next step in the merger with the American Library Trustees Association (ALTA). 
 
The development of ALA Connect, the Association’s new social networking site, is progressing.  ALA Connect will sup-
port thousands of online communities and a variety of other social networking functions. Online community testing is  
underway, and the site will be available to all ALA committees and interest groups in early 2009. 
 
MIDWINTER COUNCIL TOPICS 
 
The Midwinter Business Meeting will be held in Denver January 23-28. Let’s hope the weather cooperates! 
 
continued on page 7 
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One of MLA’s newest SIGs is for everyone who works in or is interested in any aspect of access services, in both public 
and academic libraries. We need suggestions for programs and speakers for the 2009 Conference.  I look forward to 
hearing from you on how to make this next conference a “place for all of us.” 
 
Katherine E. Bohnenkamper, Chair 
kbohnenk@drury.edu 

CIRCILL Special Interest Group Update 

CSRT is pleased to announce that we have a new member serving CSRT this year.  
Michelle Akins, or Shelley as she prefers to be called, is our new Recorder.  She 
brings significant experience in serving youth to this new position, as well as a great 
deal of enthusiasm.  Shelley currently serves as a Youth Services Provider with St. 
Louis Public Library and has previously worked at the Mid-Continent Public Library 
and at the James C. Kirkpatrick Library at the University of Central Missouri.  She is 
excited to be part of CSRT and is looking forward to meeting new people, learning 
more about children’s services, and getting more involved in the library industry.  
Her hobbies include reading, spending time with friends and family, and baking.  We 
are delighted to welcome Shelley aboard.  With her help, we look forward to another 
great year. 
 
Jeana Gockley, Chair 
jgockley@joplinpubliclibrary.org 

The first annual YALSA Young Adult Literature Symposium held November 7-9, in Nashville, 
was a huge success. YALSA originally anticipated 300 interested participants, but over 600  
Attended, including Missourians: Sarah Windau, Teen Services Coordinator for the St. Louis 
County Library; Lynn Bosso, Assistant Director of Programs and Youth Services for Kirkwood 
Public Library (KPL); and Sarah Erwin, Director of Programs and Youth Services for KPL.  
Bosso received a Show-Me Steps to Career Development Grant from the Missouri State  
Library to attend.  

 
For more information on State Library grants, visit http://www.sos.mo.gov/library/development/grants.asp, or call Brandy 
Sanchez, Continuing Education Consultant, at the State Library. 
 
The Symposium’s opening pre-conference covered graphic novels. Speakers included Printz Winner Gene Luen Yang, 
graphic novel creator Svetlana Chmakova, two graphic novel publishers, plus librarians and teens who weighed in on 
why they enjoy manga and graphic novels. The session “Thrilling Young Adults” featured authors Patrick Jones and 
Margaret Peterson Haddix, speaking on what keeps the attention of today’s teens. Linda Braun’s technology session 
“Reading: It’s Not Just About Books Anymore” highlighted useful new web tools such as VoiceThread (a tool Braun com-
pared to PowerPoint Plus), Wordle.net (generates “word clouds”), and Wordia.com (an online video dictionary). In 
“Fandom, Fan Life, and Participatory Culture”, Librarians Liz Burns and Carlie Webber explained the levels of fandom 
and the appeal of reliving a book and expanding its universe through fan fiction, role-playing, parties, and community 
sharing. At a genre luncheon, attendees mingled with YA authors and received signed copies of their books. 
 
Podcasts of several sessions, speakers’ PowerPoint presentations, and attendees’ Twitter notes can be found at the 
symposium wiki http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/yalitsymposium/wiki/index.cfm and the YALSA blog 
http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/.  YALSA’s next Symposium will be held in Albuquerque in November 2010. 
 
Sarah Erwin, Chair 
serwin@kirkwoodpubliclibrary.org 

Young Adult Library Services Association  
2008 Symposium  
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Officers: 
 
President-Elect Kimberlee Ried.  GOALS:  To work on contributing as a Board Officer throughout the year in terms of 
overall organizational function, including budget planning, conference planning, and other major MLA activities. 
To work with Committees as a Board Officer, to work to understand their goals and objectives and to see that they are 
able to accomplish those goals and assist when necessary or needed. 
 
ACTIVITIES: 

�   Relinquished duties as Past-Chair of Publications Committee.  Also began serving term as Past-Chair of Special 
Libraries Division, attended first SLD meeting of the year on 1/31/08.�
�   Attended Executive Committee Meetings and Bylaws and Handbook Committee Meetings throughout the year.�
�   Met with unit representatives from Membership and Awards Committees.  Also reached out to the Continuing �
Education Committee Chair to set a meeting.  Met with Claudia Visnich, Chair of the Continuing Education Committee 
to discuss her Committee’s role in creating a list of Long Range Planning Action Items. Continued working with the CE 
Committee to determine hiatus status.�
�   Submitted an Op-Ed piece to The Kansas City Star, which ran in April, topic was National Library Week.�
�   Attended the Public Library Association Conference in Minneapolis during March and served as Co-Host of the 
MLA@PLA Happy Hour.�
�   Developed and proposed for board adoption a revised conflict of interest policy.�
�   Attended the American Library Association Annual Conference in Anaheim, CA, and was in attendance at the 
MLA@ALA Happy Hour.  Also attended the Orientation for Chapter Leaders workshop, sponsored by the ALA Chapter 
Relations Committee.  Reviewed CAPWIZ information presented at the workshop as well as membership and budget 
processes.  Additionally, I attended a Chapter Council meeting while at ALA.�
�   Submitted several award nominations for MLA awards�
�   Submitted a Letter to the Editor to The Kansas City Star which ran on August 30, topic was ALA’s I Love �
Librarians campaign.�
�   In November, began working on re-confirming all current committee appointments.  Some members have chosen to 
resign and/or move onto other volunteer opportunities within MLA.�
�   Submitted two budget proposals: one for presidential communications (mailings) in 2009, and the second for the 
January Leadership Orientation and Training.�
�   Began planning and implementation of January Leadership Orientation and Training.�
�   Completed selection of 2009 Board meeting dates and developed the 2009 Library Organization Meeting Schedule. 

�   Attended the MLA Annual Conference in St. Louis, gave president-elect remarks at the Annual Business Meeting, 
and served as an informal panel participant for a conference session.  Informally met conference sponsors and 
thanked them for their support. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  That all incoming President-Elect officers work closely with Board Committees in order to  
establish a relationship as many will be continuing volunteers in future years.  Additionally, I recommend that future  
President-Elects work to establish their own Leadership and Orientation Retreat on an annual basis for all MLA leaders 
and volunteers to attend. 
 

Elected Officials: 
 
Member-at-Large John Furlong.  Meetings attended throughout the year include two Conference Stakeholder Meet-
ings in February and May, various 2008 Conference Arrangements Committee Meetings, 2010 Conference Site  
Selection Committee Meetings held in Kansas City in July and at the Lake of the Ozarks in December, and Executive 
Board Meetings in May, July, October, and November.  I also attended the special September Board Meeting held  
in Columbia. 
 
While at Annual Conference, I attended the all committees meeting, worked with the Publications Committee, attended  
 
continued on page 9 
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(MASL 2009 Spring Conference, continued from page 2) 
 
Pre-conference webinars offer attendees the opportunity to learn about copyright from Carol Simpson and about graphic 
novels from Michele Gorman.  You will also get to meet Marlene Woo-Lun, President of Linworth Publishing, and Tom 
Unwin, President of Education Leader Network.  Marlene and Tom will present a session on how web-based delivery of 
professional development can help organizations deal with budget cuts that could affect members’ professional  
growth opportunities. 
 
Maggie Newbold, 1st Vice-President 
Missouri Association of School Librarians 
mnewbold@fz.k12.mo.us 

(Special Libraries, continued from page 3) 
 
I am pleased to announce the following 2009 SLD Officers.  
They are as follows: Chair Cindi Ernst, Vice-Chair Kathy 
Cosgrove and Recorder Julia Seiter.  Both Kathy and Julia 
are Librarians with the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis.  

We look forward to serving you in the upcoming year. 
 
Cindi Ernst, Chair 
Special Libraries Division 
ernstc@umkc.edu   

(ALA Councilor’s Report, continued from page 4) 
 
Traffic on the ALA Council electronic list indicates that Council is mulling over a proposal to remove the exact amount of 
personal dues from the Bylaws. The debate seems to center over whether or not to continue to require a membership 
vote on all personal dues increases in the future. Some of the proposals being floated are to link dues increases to the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) and adjust them automatically every two or three years; to give Council the authority to  
approve dues increases (perhaps only up to a certain amount); to continue to submit dues increases to a vote of the 
membership; or some combination of one or more of the above. 
 
Council should receive the preliminary recommendations of the Special Task Force on Electronic Member Participation, 
and the Intellectual Freedom Committee is circulating for comment two more revised Interpretations of the Library Bill of 
Rights: Challenged Materials and Restricted Access to Library Materials; and two new Interpretations: Minors and Inter-
net Interactivity and Service to People with Physical and Mental Disabilities. IFC is proposing to bring these four docu-
ments to Council for final approval at the Midwinter Meeting. To see copies of the four draft documents, go to the ALA 
web site at http://ala.org, and click on “Offices” at the top of the page. Scroll down to “Office for Intellectual Freedom.” 
On the OIF page, look under “Initiatives & Projects”, and click on “Proposed Changes to IF Policies.” 
 
The ALA Washington Office is working to persuade Congress and the new Administration to include some form of direct 
aid to public libraries in any economic stimulus package aimed at the states. Members of Council have expressed con-
cern that such aid should not be linked to new programs and projects but should be directed at libraries’ basic needs: to 
keep the doors open and the computers on; and to maintain existing services, which are threatened by the recession 
and declining tax revenues. 
 
Pam Klipsch, 2008-2010 Chapter Councilor 
pam@jeffersoncountylibrary.org 

 
Employment opportunities on the Web: 
 
�  Library employment in all library types. 
 
�  Unlimited ads free to Instutional Members, $25 per two-week ad to all others. 
 
�  Check Jobline for positions in Missouri and surrounding states. 

 
 

Jobline 
http://molib.org/Jobline.html 
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the Member Forum, and worked as a Conference  
Arrangements Committee volunteer. 
 
John Furlong, Member-At-Large 
jfurlong@bplmo.org 

 

Committees:  
 
Intellectual Freedom Committee.   Membership: 
John Budd, University of Missouri-Columbia; Deanna 
Fessler; Robert Hallis; Seth Hershberger, Susan Sanders; 
Dick Wilding; and Chair Jerry R. Brown, University of  
Central Missouri. 
 
Activities: 
April 2008 – sent forward nominations for Freedom to 
Read Foundation Trustees Election after e-mail discussion 
of the candidates with the IFC. 
 
September 2008 – Following the Executive Board Meeting, 
the Committee participated in e-mail discussion of the St. 
Louis County book challenge situation, with the aim to de-
termine what, if any, action the IFC should take in support 
of the library. The consensus was to allow the local authori-
ties to deal with the situation according to their established 
procedures but to keep an eye on developments and offer 
support if the situation warranted it. 
 
Attended the MLA Conference in St. Louis.  
 
John Budd presented JRB poster session. 
 
Jerry Brown, Chair 
brown@libserv.ucmo.edu 
 
Legislative Committee.   2008 Legislative Session:  Per-
haps the greatest understatement I could make was that 
the 2008 Legislative Session was a very interesting year 
for the Legislative Committee. As the 2008 Legislative  
Session got underway, it was clear that there would be a 
very strong effort to reform property tax.  There was also a 
clear indication that there would be an attempt to create 
tougher immigration laws.  Ultimately, 138 bills were 
agreed to and passed to the Governor for his signature.  
The Legislative Committee tracked over fifty bills during the 
session, excluding the appropriations bills. 
 
The Legislative Committee worked very hard to track and 
to interpret the various bills that related to immigration, 
property taxes, and other issues important to libraries.  
Keeping the library community informed about these issues 
and educating legislators about the impact of the proposed 
legislation required considerable effort.  The Committee 
shared those interpretations and that information with the 
membership and the library community through our  
participation in the State Library’s four “legislative  
update” videoconferences. 
 
2008 Library Advocacy Day:   The 2008 Library Advocacy 

Day was held on February 12.  Since the State Information 
Center was closed that day, the morning orientation was 
held at Missouri River Regional Library, which worked very 
well.  A new feature this year were half-page information 
sheets, which explained bills and their impact on libraries.  
These “half sheets” were very well received and were used 
by many librarians when they spoke to their legislators 
about library issues.  Based on attendee feedback, the 
Committee will incorporate these half-page information 
sheets in future Legislative Advocacy Days.  Although at-
tendance at the event was hampered by an ice storm that 
closed off nearly everything south of I-44, thirty-eight peo-
ple attended the orientation session and ninety-one people 
attended the evening reception.  As has become tradition 
and as reported by MLA’s Legislative Advocate, the eve-
ning reception remains one of the best-attended events by 
legislators during the session. 
 
2008 MLA Annual Conference:  As part of the conference 
the Legislative Committee sponsored a program on prop-
erty taxes that particularly focused on the recently passed 
Senate Bill 711. The Legislative Committee submitted the 
Legislative Agenda for the 2009 Session to the MLA  
Executive Board.  We would like to thank the membership 
for adopting the Agenda during the MLA Annual  
Business Meeting. 
 
The Legislative Committee found itself embroiled in internal 
MLA organizational controversy throughout much of 2008.  
Some of the problems started in February with several  
miscommunications surrounding the logistics of Library 
Advocacy Day.  Additional misunderstandings continued 
over several issues including handbook revisions and filing 
of reports.  The Committee looks forward to moving  
beyond these issues and having a very productive 2009. 
 
Steven V. Potter, Chair  
spotter@mcpl.lib.mo.us 
 
Public Relations Committee.  The 2008 Public Relations 
Committee consisted of Chair Diane Hunter, and members 
Candice Oliver, and Christina Pryor.  Two additional  
volunteers, Cynthia Hudson and Eric Button, attended the 
Committee’s October 3 meeting during the MLA  
Annual Conference. 
 
The work this year focused on establishing the purpose 
and goals for this relatively new committee.  In support of 
the MLA Vision, the Committee developed five action 
items: 
 
• To provide leadership and professional growth opportuni-
ties that develop, retain, and increase membership in MLA, 
update and expand the entry regarding the Public  
Relations Committee in the MLA Handbook, include a brief 
statement of purpose, membership  criteria, and duties. 
 
continued on page 10 
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The Committee reviewed and revised the Handbook entry 
and has submitted it to Karen Horny, Chair of the Bylaws 
and Handbook Committee. 
 
• To encourage the people of Missouri, through the  
legislative process, to adequately fund their libraries. 
 
Provide publicity assistance to the Legislative Committee 
regarding the annual Library Advocacy Day and other pro-
jects throughout the year.  At the October 3 meeting, the 
Committee agreed that providing public relations support to 
the Legislative Committee will be a priority in the coming 
year. 
 
• To increase visibility and develop relationships across 
Missouri©s library community. 
 
Develop a 3 to 5-year marketing plan to promote libraries in 
Missouri.  Completion date: June 2009.  The Committee 
agreed to develop a marketing plan that will enable them to 
begin working with a small number of MLA units next year 
and add a few more each subsequent year. 
 
Plan and propose at least one program or activity annually 
at the MLA Conference to help libraries develop successful 
marketing programs and services.  The Committee spon-
sored a program, “Soaring Above the Competition: Building 
a Strong Foundation for a Successful Library Marketing 
Plan,” given by Christina Pryor at the 2008 Annual Confer-
ence. 
 
Prepare press releases for dissemination by the Executive 
Office for National Library Week, Library Advocacy Day, 
and other significant events or achievements by MLA  
members. Produce at least three press releases annually. 
 
For 2009, the Committee proposed working with the  
Legislative Committee, the Membership Committee, and 
PEER SIG.  As Candice Oliver is also a member of PEER 
SIG, she volunteered to lead the publicity effort for that 
group.  Christina Pryor volunteered to take the lead in  
drafting the marketing plan. 
 
The newly submitted Handbook entry states that the Public 
Relations Committee will have six to ten members.  This 
year the Committee had three members.  The extensive 
charge of the Committee will require a full membership.  
Recruitment to the Committee will be a priority for the  
coming year.  
 
Diane Hunter, Chair 
hunterdi@umkc.edu 
 

Divisions 
 
Public Libraries Division.   The Public Libraries Division 
(PLD) currently has 349 members and 352 people are sub-
scribed to the PLD listserv.  One of our goals for the next 

year is to make the listserv an active resource for PLD 
member communication. 
 
The PLD member recruitment handout, created earlier in 
the year at the request of the Publications Committee, was 
available at the Annual Conference. 
 
PLD sponsored three sessions at the 2008 MLA  
Conference.  Fred Vogt presented “Personal Safety for Li-
brarians” and provided safe library practices and real-life 
practical tips for escaping an attacker.  Joanna Campbell 
Slan provided two programs.  The first was “Knock ‘Em 
Dead: How to Be a More Effective Speaker”, which offered 
information on how to make a good impression and effec-
tively convey a message during a speech.  Her second pro-
gram was “Local Authors: Invisible Assets/Important Re-
sources and provided tips on working with and cultivating 
relationships and programs featuring local authors. 
 
Both Fred Vogt and Joanna Campbell Slan were featured 
authors and sold copies of their books at the MLA  
Conference Store during the Trade Show. 
 
The PLD Annual Meeting was held during the MLA  
conference.  Thirty-nine members attended the meeting.  
The Division approved the updated bylaws presented to 
the MLA Board and the Action Items we will be focusing on 
for the next year in support of the MLA long range plan.  
Those Action Items are:  
 
1.  PLD will create and circulate an online survey to MLA 
members via the MLA listserv to help find annual confer-
ence topics and speakers of interest to PLD members. 
 
2.  The PLD Vice-Chair will serve on the MLA Legislative 
Committee and a section of the PLD web site will include 
legislative updates of concern to public librarians.  (The  
MLA President has the authority to appoint whomever she 
wishes to committees, but PLD will provide legislative  
updates on the web page during the legislative term.) 
 
3. PLD will create and maintain on the PLD web page a list 
of groups or organizations new librarians and new library 
directors can join and/or contact to connect with other  
Missouri librarians. 
 
We brainstormed ideas to show support and provide assis-
tance to Lincoln County as it prepares to ask voters to ap-
prove a tax levy to create a county-wide library system.   
 
Your 2009 PLD Officers are:  Chair Mary Beth Revels, 
Vice-Chair April Roy, Recorder Shelley Carney, and  
Past-Chair Doug Raber.  
 
A PLD nominating committee was appointed to present a 
nominee for Recorder at next year’s Annual Meeting.  I am  
 
continued on page 11 
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happy to report we already have a librarian from the St. 
Louis area who has volunteered to run for Recorder at the 
2009 PLD Annual Meeting. 
 
Ideas for MLA program sessions were briefly discussed.  
Those discussions will be continued on the PLD and MLA 
listservs. 
 
A final piece of business at the PLD Annual Meeting was 
the motion and approval to have the PLD Chair read a 
statement at the MLA Annual Business Meeting.  The 
statement asked President-Elect Kimberlee Reid to reap-
point Steve Potter as Chair of the Legislative Committee 
and to renew the contract of Randy Scherr, lobbyist for 
MLA.  In addition, Mr. Potter and Mr. Scherr were com-
mended for their ongoing dedication to legislative issues in 
Missouri.  Ms. Revels read the statement at the MLA An-
nual Business Meeting. 
 
Mary Beth Revels, Chair 
mrevels@sjpl.lib.mo.us 
 
Trustees and Friends Division.  The Trustees and 
Friends Division held its Annual Business Meeting at 10 
am on October 3, 2008 at the Millennium Hotel in St. Louis, 
MO with five members present. 
 
The TFD Business Meeting was conducted by Mr. Julian 
Pace in the absence of Victor Gragg who was attending his 
homecoming where he was honored with an Excellence in 
Education Award. 
 
The Meeting began with a discussion of our number one 
problem: membership.  Several suggestions were put forth 
for discussion. 
 
1. Continuing to sponsor a breakfast program on Friday 
morning of the Conference was discussed as was perhaps 
sponsoring a lunch program on that day rather than a 
breakfast program, which might increase trustee and friend 
member participation. 
 
2. Scheduling all Division meetings, programs, and work-
shops on the same day might also help to increase  
attendance at the Conference. 
 
3. The cost factor of trustees attending the Conference was 
also discussed.  Most all trustees would need to take off 
work for the day as well as pay their own expenses to at-
tend the Conference. 
 
4. The issue of holding together the Trustees and Friends 
Division was taken up and ALL present indicated that we 
should do everything possible to keep our status as a divi-
sion and continue to work on increasing membership as 
well as attendance at the Annual Conference. 
 
The group was encouraged to attend Legislative Day on 
February 10, 2009 in Jefferson City and to encourage other 

trustees and friend’s group members to attend.  The feeling 
of the group was that it is the responsibility of trustees to 
advocate for Libraries. 
 
During the year, the Trustees and Friends Division ap-
proved newly developed division bylaws with some excel-
lent help from Nancy Ogg, developed an insert for confer-
ence programs for members, and submitted Action Items 
for the Division to Karen Horny, Chair of the Long Range 
Planning Committee, regarding MLA’s vision statements.  
All in all, it has been a very busy year for the Trustees and 
Friends Division. 
 
Your 2009 TFD Officers are:  Chair Terri Brunner, Daniel 
Boone Regional Library Trustee; Vice-Chair Victor D. 
Gragg, Mid-Continent Public Library Trustee; Recorder Joy 
Dufrain, Scenic Regional Library, and Past-Chair Victor 
Gragg. 
 
Victor Gragg, Chair 
vgragg@juno.com 
 
Youth Services Division.  This year the Youth Services 
Division (YSD) set out to make the membership aware of 
the new division. A new recruitment handout, based on the 
Special Library Division’s piece, was finished in time to be 
distributed at the MASL Spring Conference. 
 
YSD has worked with the Awards Committee and the 
CSRT and YASIG Steering Committees to create a new 
award for an outstanding library staff member, librarian, 
trustee, or friend who serves or advocates for youth in their 
library. This award, called the Show-Me Youth Services 
Award, will be given out for the first time at the 2009  
Conference in Columbia. 
 
We are currently working on guidelines for a logo for the 
Division and plan to roll this contest out to teens for their 
logo entries by the end of the year. 
 
At the YSD Annual Business Meeting, Clare Hollander was 
elected as the incoming Recorder. Clare is with the Kansas 
City Public Library. Her contact information is: 
 
Clare Hollander 
Kansas City Public Library – Central 
14 West 10th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64105 
816.701.3400 
clarehollander@kclibrary.org 
 
The remaining Steering Committee members will move up 
to the following positions: Chair Crystal Faris, 1st Vice-
Chair Carrie Cline, 2nd Vice-Chair Nancee Dahms-Stinson 
Past-Chair Susan Wray. 
 
Susan Wray 
swray@joplinpubliclibrary.org 
 
continued on page 12 
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Special Interest Groups 
 
Children’s Services Round Table - Missouri Building 
Block Picture Book Award Committee.  At a meeting in 
Columbia on February 29th, the Committee rated 63 nomi-
nated titles and narrowed the list down to 30.  At a meeting 
in Columbia on March 21st, the Committee read the 30 ti-
tles out loud to a group of listener/selectors who rated them 
and narrowed the list of 30 nominated titles down to the 
final 10 nominees for 2008.  The 2008 Building Block  
Picture Book Award Nominees are: 
 
Ivan the Terrier by Peter Catalanotto 
Llama, Llama Mad at Mama by Anna Dewdney 
The Perfect Nest by Catherine Friend 
Badger’s Fancy Meal by Keiko Kasza 
Sally and the Some-Thing by George O’Connor 
Not a Box by Antoinette Portis 
Good Boy, Fergus! by David Shannon 
I’m the Biggest Thing in the Ocean by Kevin Sherry 
Bear Feels Sick by Karma Wilson 
Whopper Cake by Karma Wilson 
 
Committee members have created activity sheets for all of 
the titles, and they were sold at the MASL Conference in 
April, at MLA in October, and are now for sale at our  
web site. 
 
Changes have been made to the web site to reflect the 
new nominees and last year’s winner.  We have also 
added a master list of nominees from 1996 to 2007.��
At the meeting on March 21st, the Committee discussed 
and approved a change to our Committee Member  
Handbook.  We will be seeking approval from CSRT and 
YSD during the coming year and hope to submit the 
changes to the MLA Board for approval in 2009. 
 
Hollis Stolz presented a workshop about Building Blocks at 
MASL in April.  Christy Schink and Tracy Bell presented a 
workshop on using the Building Block books in Storytime at 
MLA in October.  Building Blocks will have an exhibit at 
UMSL’s Crucial Early Years Institute in Florissant, MO on 
October 18th.  This will be the first year that we have a 
presence there.  We are hoping to have an exhibit at 
DESE’s Conference on the Young Years at Tan-Tar-A in 
March 2009. 
 
The new officers for 2009 are:  Chair Hollis Stolz, Award 
Chair Tracy Bell, Selection Chair Ron Freeman, and  
Past-Chair Christy Schink. 
 
Christy Schink, Award Chair 2008 
cschink@scenicregional.org 
 
Circulation-Interlibrary Loan SIG.   The SIG Steering 
Committee officers during this first year of existence were: 
Chair Marian Davis, University of Central Missouri; 
Vice-Chair Katherine Bohnenkamper, Drury University; and  

Recorder June DeWeese, University of Missouri-Columbia. 
 
CIRCILL SIG was founded in 2007 when the membership 
voted in favor of its creation.  Thus, 2008 was the first full 
year of activity for the new SIG. 
 
Bylaws were drafted according to the bylaws template. The 
draft bylaws are currently pending approval. 
 
The CIRCILL-L listserv was established.  All members who 
indicated an interest in the CIRCILL SIG on their member-
ship application were automatically placed on the list. 
There were approximately 80 members who indicated an 
interest in this SIG in that process. 
 
Two action items and measurable outcomes were drafted 
in support of the MLA vision statements and submitted to 
the Long Range Planning Committee at their request: 
 
Action Item 1: Stimulate discussion and participation on the 
CIRCILL SIG listserv by posting topics of interest to  
CIRCILL SIG members. In the absence of listserv member 
postings, the SIG Steering Committee will assume respon-
sibility for the posting of topics. We hope to achieve SIG 
membership names and institutional identities amongst the 
members, which will hopefully evolve into a blended, cohe-
sive group of both public and academic librarians.  Report: 
Discussion items were posted on the listserv for approxi-
mately one month. There was no response from listserv 
members other than those on the Steering Committee and 
one or two other academic librarians.  
 
Action Item 2: Submit program items for the Annual  
Conference that will draw attendance from librarians not 
currently members of MLA.  Report: Four program items 
were submitted to the Conference Planning Committee. All 
were approved (see below in this report). The SIG modera-
tor queried the audience for non-members of MLA at the 
beginning of each program. We are proud to report there 
were three non-members who attended one of our spon-
sored programs, “Soaring as the New Supervisor…” As a 
result of this statistic, the Steering Committee will consider 
that future hands-on program topics may attract more  
non-members to attend the conference. 
 
 A membership brochure insert devoted to the SIG was 
designed and completed. This insert was first available at 
the Annual Conference held in October. 
 
During the year, Steering Committee members exchanged 
offices to avoid conflict of interest in program selections for 
the 2009 Annual Conference. At the beginning of 2008, 
June DeWeese was Vice-Chair. In June’s capacity as 2009 
Conference Co-Coordinator, she became aware of the fact 
that she would be a SIG Chair making program proposals 
as well as the Conference Co-Coordinator who would be 
selecting and approving conference programs.  Conse-
quently, Katherine Bohnenkamper and June DeWeese 
 
continued on page 13 



MO INFO Page 13 January 2009 

(2008 Annual Reports, continued from page 12) 
 
switched their positions on this Steering Committee in July 
to reflect the offices as stated above. This action was  
reported to the MLA Board at the July 2008 meeting. 
 
CIRCILL SIG sponsored four programs at the 2008 Annual 
Conference in St. Louis: 
 
“From ALI to Zen V Plus: How Access Services Units are 
Responding to Patrons’ Needs,” Speaker: Dr. W. Bede 
Mitchell (Georgia Southern University). Co-sponsored with 
MACRL. Attendance: 23, all MLA members. 
 
“Soaring as the New Supervisor on the Block,” Speaker: 
Alice B. Ruleman (University of Central Missouri). Atten-
dance: 23 total; 20 MLA members; 3 non-members. 
 
“Article Reach Direct: A New Innovative Interfaces Inc. 
Product,” Speaker: Nada Vaughn (Washington University). 
Attendance: 10, all MLA members. 
 
“Why Resource Sharing is the STAR of All Library Opera-
tions,” Speakers: Stephanie Atkins and Nada Vaughn 
(Washington University). Attendance: 11, all MLA mem-
bers. 
 
The CIRCILL SIG Business Meeting was held at the MLA 
Annual Conference on October 3 at 8:15 am. Cynthia 
Thompson, Interlibrary Loan Librarian at the University of 
Missouri – Kansas City, was elected unanimously to the 
recorder position. Program topics were solicited from mem-
bers attending the meeting and several good ideas came 
forth. The meeting adjourned at 9 am. 
 
Marian Davis, Chair 
mdavis@ucmo.edu 
 
Computer and Information Technology SIG.  CIT SIG 
sponsored or co-sponsored 16 programs at the Annual 
Conference. Ranging in attendance from 10 to 60, all  
programs seemed to be well received. This met our first 
and primary Action Item for 2008: Sponsor or co-sponsor 
several programs on new and evolving technologies at  
the Annual Conference (providing professional  
growth opportunities).  
 
The SIG continues work on our second Action Item for 
2008: Create a unit web page (increasing visibility). If this 
item is not completed by the end of 2008, we intend to  
re-commit to it as a 2009 Action Item. 
 
At our Annual Business Meeting, the new version of our 
Bylaws were adopted; 2009 Recorder Joshua Lambert was 
elected, and a brainstorming session yielded many ideas 
for sessions at next year’s Conference. 
 
Joy Weese Moll, Chair 
Joyweesemoll@yahoo.com 
 
Genealogy and Local History SIG.  In its second year as 
a MLA Special Interest Group, the Genealogy and Local 

History SIG focused primarily on activities at the Annual 
Conference.  The SIG sponsored three programs and one 
Table Talk at the 2008 Conference in St. Louis.  These 
programs and information about our Annual Business 
Meeting are below.   
 
Blogging for Your Library, Your Society, or Yourself. 
Tom Pearson spoke about how to start a blog using 
Google Blogger.  He provided helpful, step-by-step instruc-
tions on how to set up an account and choose a template 
and layout.  Tom also spoke about the topics which make 
for interesting blogs, what he blogs about, and different 
ways libraries and other organizations use blogs. 
 
Table Talk: Building a Genealogy and Local History  
Collection on a Shoestring: Books and Much, Much More. 
Three people met for a discussion of building local history 
and genealogy collections “on a shoestring”.  Although 
small in numbers, the group, which represented Hannibal 
Public, Kansas City Public, and Jefferson County Library, 
had a lively interchange.  We discussed newspaper index-
ing, photo collections, the use of volunteers, outreach, and 
digitization.  We also discussed interests for programming 
in the Genealogy & Local History SIG. 
 
Teens and History: A Match Made in Missouri. 
Deborah Luchenbill provided an overview of the National 
History Day program and the Missouri affiliate, National 
History Day in Missouri.  She outlined the successes of 
Missouri students in 2008, showed examples of student 
projects, including an exhibit, a web site, and a documen-
tary.  She also spoke about how librarians can be more 
involved in NHDMO-both by helping students use library 
resources and also by judging at the regional and  
state contests. 
 
Our Honored Dead: Finding Death and Burial Records of 
American Soldiers and Veterans, 1775-2008. 
Tom Pearson gave an informative talk on Friday afternoon 
of the MLA Conference.  He introduced and explained 
many helpful web sites for finding death and burial records 
of American military personnel.  He also defined the terms 
“muster in” and “muster out.”  “Muster in” means the soldier 
took an oath to support the constitution – he was 
“federalized.”  “Muster out” means the soldier was released 
from federal service.  Tom answered many questions 
about military records and how to find pertinent information 
to help our patrons. 
 
Annual Business Meeting.  In addition to its programs, the 
SIG also held its Annual Business Meeting on Friday morn-
ing of Annual Conference.  At this meeting, a new  
Recorder was elected for 2009:  Tom Pearson.  In 2009, 
Mary  Beveridge will become Chair, Deborah Luchenbill 
will become Vice-Chair, and Janice Schultz will become 
Past-Chair of the Genealogy and Local History SIG.  Ideas 
were discussed for a possible pre-conference at next 
year’s Annual Conference in Columbia.  We also brain 
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stormed about meeting the needs of librarians and having 
programs apart from Conference.  In the final portion of the 
Meeting, we talked about our libraries’/institutions’ local 
history and genealogy collections, including what they  
encompass, how we evaluate them, and our collection  
development policies.  Varied and interesting  
discussion ensued. 
 
Non-Conference Business.  In addition to our activities at 
Conference, the Genealogy and Local History SIG created 
a marketing insert for the MLA membership brochure and 
worked on action items via e-mail and our electronic  
discussion list.   
 
The SIG invites members of MLA to serve as judges for the 
state or regional National History Day in Missouri competi-
tions this spring.  For more information or to volunteer for 
this preeminent history and humanities program for teenag-
ers, please contact NHDMO State Coordinator, Deborah 
Luchenbill, at historyday@umsystem.edu.  
 
Join Us!  If you or a co-worker assist patrons with re-
sources in local history and/or genealogy or if you simply 
have an interest in the area, you are welcome to join us!  
Just check the Genealogy and Local History SIG box on 
your MLA membership application.  Contact information 
can be found on the MLA web site at 
http://molib.org/SIGS.html#gensig.  Also, please sign up for 
our electronic discussion list, MLAGENE-L, at 
http://molib.org/Membership.html#email, and follow the 
instructions to subscribe. 
 
Deborah Luchenbill, Recorder 
d_luchenbill@yahoo.com 
 
Government Documents SIG.  The Government  
Documents SIG has had a busy and productive year.  We 
were able to sponsor three programs at the recent  
Conference in St. Louis. 
 
“Soaring Through the World of Information” was presented 
by Ann Fuhrman from Missouri State University.  This  
program highlighted resources available from United  
Nations agencies. 
 
“Government Information as Primary Resources” by 
Tammy Stewart, also from Missouri State University,  
featured primary resources available from all levels of  
government in the United States. 
 
“To Be or Not to Be: The Move Towards an Electronic  
Federal Depository” was presented by Gail Keutzer from 
Maryville University, Tove Klovning from Washington  
University, and Anna Sylvan from St. Charles City  
County Library. 
 
We are sorry that Annie Moots from the Missouri State  
Library was not able to be with us at the Conference.  She 
was scheduled to present the program “Missouri State 

Publications Access Program: Transitioning  
to CONTENTdm”.   
 
The group is pleased to announce that Sandra Schiefer, a 
library school student from the University of Missouri,  
Columbia has been elected and has agreed to serve as 
2009 Recorder.  Welcome to the Team Sandra! 
 
We would also like to express our appreciation for the  
leadership and guidance provided by our outgoing Chair 
Frances Piesbergen. 
 
Tammy Stewart, Recorder 
tammystewart@missouristate.edu 
 
Outreach SIG.   The Outreach Special Interest Group 
sponsored two programs at the Annual Conference in St. 
Louis.  Dr. Richard Smith, Director of Wolfner Library, pre-
sented a very informative program about digital download-
able books and magazines available from Wolfner.  Kathy 
McLellan, Youth Outreach Librarian, and Tricia  
Suellentrop, Deputy County Librarian, both from Johnson 
County Library, Kansas, presented a program on their  
exciting and unique work with troubled and  
incarcerated youth. 
 
Outreach submitted its SIG membership insert for publica-
tion.  Thanks to Margaret Booker for setting up our listserv, 
Outreach-L. 
 
The Outreach SIG Business Meeting was held on October 
3 from 8:15-9 am.  Those in attendance discussed out-
reach projects and activities going on in their libraries,  
possible topics of interest to members, and recruitment. 
 
Lynn Bosso, Chair 
lbosso@kirkwoodpubliclibrary.org 
 
Professionalism, Education, Employment, Recruitment 
SIG (PEER SIG).   The Ronald G. Bohley Silent Auction, 
awarding of the Bohley Scholarship, the creation of Action 
Items, PEER SIG discussion listserv and an insert, updat-
ing the PEER SIG web site and bylaws, and two programs 
at the Annual Conference made 2008 a busy year. In addi-
tion, I had to learn how to be the Chair and what had to be 
done in order to make PEER SIG successful. 
 
The Ronald G. Bohley Scholarship was awarded to Karen 
Moore from Mid-Continent Public Library. Karen has 
worked at the Mid-Continent Public Library since 2007 and 
will be continuing her quest for knowledge at the School of 
Information Science & Learning Technologies (SISLT) at 
UMC. The Ronald G. Bohley Scholarship is awarded annu-
ally to an individual enrolled in or recently accepted to an 
ALA-accredited program in pursuit of a Master’s Degree in 
Library/Information Science. 
 
The Bohley Silent Auction offered 34 items and brought in 
$953 for the scholarship fund. Once again the Auction  
 
continued on page 15 
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could not have happened without the help of PEER SIG 
members. The Steering Committee would like to thank 
Bonnie Dillard from St. Charles for her assistance by work-
ing the booth all day on Thursday, everyone who donated 
items to the auction, as well as those who helped make the 
auction a success by bidding on the items. 
 
PEER SIG sponsored two workshops during the Annual 
Conference. One workshop was The Art of Interviewing 
with guest speaker Tracy Byerly (from MLNC).  The other 
workshop was The Networking Game with guest speaker 
Pat Wagner (from Pattern Research, Inc.). Both sessions 
were well attended and enjoyed by participants. Thanks to 
both presenters for their words of wisdom. 
 
The PEER SIG Business Meeting was held at the MLA 
Conference. PEER SIG updated their Bylaws and created 
a bookmark to provide information about the Special  
Interest Group. Goals for next year are to increase items 
donated for the Silent Auction, increase awareness of the 
Ronald G. Bohley Golf Tournament, increase applicants for 
the Ronald G. Bohley Scholarship, support MLA’s partici-
pation in ALA’s Emerging Leader program, create more 
publicity about PEER SIG, increase the number of work-
shops sponsored at the Conference, investigate having a 
conference job fair, and collaborate more with SISLT.  
 
Your 2009 Officers are: Chair Janet Caruthers, Vice-Chair 
Candice Oliver, Recorder Jennifer Millikan, and Past-Chair 
Tony Garrett.   Volunteers to help the Steering Committee 
with the above goals are very welcome.  Contact Janet 
Caruthers at 573.875.7376 or jaocaruthers@ccis.edu or 
any of the other officers. Contact information for the PEER 
SIG officers is available at http://molib.org/peersig/. 
 
Tony Garrett, Chair 
garrettwa@umsl.edu 
 
Technical Services SIG.  We submitted the following  
Action Items to the Long Range Planning Committee to 
support strategic planning for MLA in 2008: 
 
• Affiliate the Technical Services SIG with the Council of 
Regional Groups (CRG) division of ALCTS; 
• Increase the number of members in the Technical  
Services SIG and in MLA as a whole; and 
• Increase the number of programs offered by the  
Technical Services SIG at the MLA Annual Conference. 
 
The Technical Services SIG (TSSIG) became affiliated with 
the Council of Regional Groups (CRG) section of the Asso-
ciation for Library Collections & Technical Services 
(ALCTS) Division of ALA in October 2008. The mission of 
CRG is: “To encourage activities of regional group affiliates 
and assist them with information and advice relevant to 
their programs. The Council shall consider problems com-
mon to or affecting the work of regional groups and shall 
recommend to the Division such as it deems to be in the 

interest of group activities.”  CRG had not had a new affili-
ate for many years and, when they looked at the ALCTS 
Bylaws and the old affiliation procedures that they could 
find, they realized that they needed some major revision. 
CRG discussed bylaws revisions and the affiliation proce-
dures at the ALA Annual Conference, and the vote for af-
filiation went to the ALCTS Board in late September.  Fran 
Stumpf, a member of the SIG and former Steering  
Committee Member, attended the CRG Membership  
Meeting at the Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia. Amy 
Pennington, SIG Recorder, attended the CRG Membership  
Meeting at the ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim. A 
member of TSSIG is expected to attend the CRG  
Membership Meeting at the Midwinter and Annual  
Conferences when possible.  Pennington reported that 
CRG is developing a wiki at http://alcts.ala.org/crgwiki for 
affiliate event information.  
 
The Steering Committee created a supplement for the 
March 2008 issue of MO INFO to increase membership 
and participation in the SIG. Three people joined the  
Technical Services SIG after this mailing. We also drafted 
a recruitment flyer to be handed out with other MLA  
materials at the MOBIUS Conference in June. 
 
MLA launched the MLATS-L listserv for us. We used it to 
gather ideas and keep members up-to-date on the work we 
were doing for conference programming. We were able to 
submit four conference proposals this year, including one 
from Jenn Riley at Indiana University. All of our proposals 
were accepted. 
 
TSSIG voted on a new Recorder at our Annual Business 
Meeting in October. We’re pleased to announce that  
Elizabeth Madson, User Services Librarian at MLNC, will 
fill the recorder position in January. 
 
We revised our Bylaws at the October Meeting. We struck 
the words “/ALCTS” from IV.C.1. -- “The Chair shall be re-
sponsible for liaison activities with the Council of Regional 
Groups (CRG), Association for Library Collections and 
Technical Services (ALCTS) of the American Library  
Association (ALA), and shall provide for representation of 
the SIG at meetings of CRG by a SIG/ALCTS member.” 
The representative at the CRG meeting does not need to 
be an ALCTS member, only a SIG member. 
 
TSSIG looks forward to creating more programming for 
technical services staff at the 2009 MLA Annual  
Conference, pulling from the CRG speaker’s bureau  
if possible. 
 
Keri Cascio, Chair 
kcascio@stchlibrary.org 



�Planning Calendar�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

%� � � �

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

� &� ' � �

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

� � � ' � � ( �

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

� � 
 � � �� ' �

) � * �	 � �� �#! � � �� � � 	 ���� �* �� �� �� � � � � � � � �%� � � � � � � +� $$� �� � � �
 �
� �

� � �� � �# �#, � 
 � � $� �� � � � �� � �
� � �- � 	 � . �- � � �� � %� � � � � � � . � �/ � � � � �

� � �� � �#, � � � � � 	 
�� � �/ � � �� �� � � 
�� . � � � � � &�� �&�� � � � � � $� �� � � � �

� � �� � �#" �#0� � � � � 1�� � � 	 ��
� �� � � � � � �	 � �� � � �
 � � $1�� � � ( � � � 
� � � � . � �/ � � � � �

� � ����#0� #� � � ��� . �
 � � $� �� � � � � � � � � � � � � . � �/ � � � � �

� � � �##�# � ' � 
�� � � ��� �* �� �� �� � . �� �� 
�� � �%� � � � � � � 2 � � � �� . 
� � 3�%
 �

� � � � 0� � � � � 	 
�� � �/ � � �� �� � � 
�� . � � � � � &�� �&�� � � � � � $� �� � � � �

+	 � � �4�5� / ��� � � 	 � ��� � � 
�� . � � � � %� � / � �

+	 �� �0�#5� � � � 	 � ��
 � � $� �� � � � � � � � � 
 � �� � . � �

� ! � 	B�! #
��9�, )�
+)� )�B! � �� , � �

� � �%�
=! �� � � 
� ��� 9�
B� �� 
��� ! )�0( � �

( 
 0
 	%�$� � ! � � ��� � � � ��
� ��. ! � �� "� �� �
=! �� � � 
� ��� 
� � ! � �
�>� 
 � 0	� � � � �

2009 Individual Membership Application Enclosed. 
Renew Now to Avoid Lapsing in March! 
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