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Often times people ask me “what’s it like being the MLA President?” or “how in the world do you 
have time?”; therefore, this month I will address these questions by outlining my leadership style. 
 
One of the biggest requirements to being able to serve as President of MLA, or of any group, is or-
ganization - it is essential to success.  Basic organization can be achieved by whatever method one 
feels comfortable using.  Personally, I am a list maker, note taker, and file user.  Throughout my of-
fice and home are notes and post-its that remind me of whatever needs accomplishing.  I make a 
weekly list of all the MLA activities that I either need to follow-up on or initiate, along with my weekly 
work list.  I file things constantly.  I have folders for everything from bills to travel to one for each 
MLA unit.  I even employ the file method with e-mails – you never know when you’ll need to retrieve 
something; it’s best to file it away! 
 

The second component of my style is communication.  This is the hardest leadership method to employ and to utilize. 
Access to e-mail has made things easier for us all but also more challenging.  E-mail allows for quick and easy commu-
nication; however, as a tool, it’s full of brevity and informality.  Honestly, I am a phone and face-to-face person – many of 
us extroverts tend to prefer one-on-one communication.  When communicating, I like to be able to read people, their re-
actions and emotions; it tells me what direction to take in a conversation, and that can’t be done with e-mail.  As human 
beings, we tend to project emotions into e-mail; therefore, it’s always best to pick up the phone or schedule a face-to-
face meeting when dealing with anything challenging, concerning, or controversial – it allows for all to be connected.  
Also as a part of communication, I am a letter writer – thank you notes and e-mails, invitations, business letters, and the 
occasional card.  Let’s face it, most of us still love to get real U.S. postal mail.  It means someone took the time to  
include us, acknowledge something we did, or just a simple ‘hello’.    
 
The next aspect of my leadership style is knowing when to delegate.  This is also a challenging method as many of us, 
especially women, tend to think we can do it all or take care of everything.  Picking the projects to delegate or leaving 
certain tasks to others can be hard – mainly because it requires trust.  As a perfectionist, I worry that if I don’t create the 
final product that things could go awry.  I’ve learned over time that there are only 24 hours in a day, and some things can 
be handled by others who are just as capable as I.  Therefore, it is often okay to serve as a reviewer of a final product or 
project to ensure that it’s consistent with the organization’s mission, goals, and branding rather than overextend by  
leading every project.  
 
Last, one of the most important elements of my leadership style is understanding that there is help available – and that it 
is okay to rely upon it.  Whether staff in the MLA office, the many members who make up the MLA volunteer force, or my 
Assistant at the Archives – all three groups are essential to me being able to get work done!  The MLA staff is crucial to 
accomplishing day to day operations, everything from budgets to bills, member communications to conference planning 
and numerous items in between.  In addition, I am grateful for the MLA volunteer force of nearly 100 members who dedi-
cate their time each year to awards, lobbying, membership recruitment, long range planning, conference planning and 
implementation, as well as public relations, publications, and budgets.  If it weren’t for these folks neither our  
Association nor I could perform!  Finally, I am blessed to have a team of staff in my ‘day job’ that includes an Assistant 
who helps keep me grounded by reminding me when it’s time to focus on MLA versus focusing on the Archives.  
 
Everyone has their own leadership style, approach, and methods that work best for them.  What I’ve outlined hopefully 
gives all of you, especially those who are thinking of being the MLA President someday, a glimpse of the time,  
dedication, and focus required for the job – after all, I believe a commitment to our professional association is worth it. 
 
Kimberlee Ried, President 
mlaprez09@gmail.com 

On Being MLA’s President... 
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Neosha A. Mackey was named the Dean of University Libraries 
at Missouri State University. She began her duties July 1, pend-
ing approval of the Missouri State Board of Governors.  Mackey 
assumes the role after serving as the Associate Dean of Library 
Services since 1987. She also served as Acting Dean from 
1993–1995.  
 
As Associate Dean, Mackey was involved in developing  
enhanced services for the libraries, overseeing the $28 million 
addition and renovation project, planning and directing various 
aspects of the library science program, teaching both under-
graduate and graduate level courses, monitoring budgets,  
coordinating personnel matters, and assisting with  
development activities.  
 
“I am delighted to have the opportunity to appoint Neosha as the 
Dean. She will provide continuity, especially with the work on the 
Learning Commons that she has been so active in this past se-
mester,” said Provost Belinda McCarthy. “I know she will con-
tinue to advance the interests and services of the University  
Libraries in the larger community. The position of Associate 
Dean will remain unfilled at this time in order to help meet current 
stresses on the materials budget.”  
 
Prior to becoming the Associate Dean, Mackey served as Head 
of Reference from 1985-1987. Before coming to Missouri State 
in 1985, Mackey was at Ohio State University from 1978-1985 as 
Personnel Librarian and then head of the Home Economics  
Library. She served as Assistant to the Dean (1975-1977) and as 
Head of the Parish Business Library (1970-1975) at the  
University of New Mexico. Mackey has a Bachelor of Arts in  
Economics and a Master’s in Library Science from the University 
of Oklahoma and an MBA from the University of New Mexico.  
 
“I am very pleased to be able to serve as Dean of Library 
Services following the retirement of Karen Horny,” Mackey said. 
“There is a wonderful group of library employees with whom to  
 
continued on page 14 

The Missouri Library Association, Columbia, 
MO, est. 1900, is the Missouri State Chapter of 
the American Library Association, Chicago, IL. 

Member News 
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The Professionalism, Education, Employment, and Recruitment (PEER) Special Interest Group sponsors two activities at 
the annual conference in support of the Ronald G. Bohley Scholarship.  The events are the Bohley Golf Tournament and 
the Bohley Silent Auction.  Money received from both events is used to help fund the scholarship that is awarded annu-
ally to an individual enrolled in or recently accepted into an ALA-accredited program in pursuit of a Master’s Degree in 
Library or Information Science. 
 
The Bohley Golf Tournament will be held on Tuesday, October 6, 2 pm, at the Perche Creek Golf Club located in  
Columbia.  The Club has an 18 hole par-3 course open to the public.  Details about tournament cost and prizes will be 
announced later.  Additional information about the Perche Creek Golf Club can be found online at 
http://www.golflink.com/golf-courses/course.aspx?course=1453156.   
 
Every year the Bohley Silent Auction is a wonderful hit.  Help us raise money for the scholarship by donating a food or 
wine basket, library or institution promotional item, jewelry, books, or other things.  Last year, 34 items were offered for 
bid.  We would like to top that this year and encourage the MLA committees, divisions, and special interest groups to 
provide donations.  It would also be great if a donation could be provided from every library, college, university, or other 
institution represented by Missouri Library Association members.  It’s not too early to start thinking about what to offer in 
the silent auction. 
 
Money raised at the golf tournament and silent auction goes to a great cause – the Ronald G. Bohley Scholarship. This 
year we have received eleven applications for the scholarship, a dramatic increase from last year.  The successful appli-
cant, who will receive $2,000 to use toward their education in Library or Information Science, will be announced by  
August 31.  Help us help our future librarians. 
 
Janet Caruthers, PEER SIG Chair 
jaocaruthers@ccis.edu  

PEER SIG Sponsors Ronald G. Bohley Scholarship Activities 

American Library Association News 
Congratulation go out to the following Missourians who won 
ALA elected office this year: 
 
Sharon  Early, Lee©s Summit School District, American Assn 
of School Librarians – Supervisors Section Secretary; 
 
Ann Riley, University of Missouri-Columbia, Association of 
College and Research Libraries Director-At-Large; 
 
Wayne Sanders, Association of College and Research  
Libraries - Anthropology and Sociology Section Secretary; 
 
Kaite Moriarity, Association of College and Research  
Libraries – Rare Books and Manuscripts Section Secretary;  
 
Brian Vetruba, Association of College and Research Libraries 
– Western European Studies Section Vice-Chair; 
 
Tracy Byerly, Missouri Library Network Corporation,  
Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies 
– Interlibrary Cooperation and Networking Section Member-
At-Large;  
 
Kimberly Patton, Young Adult Library Services Association 
Vice-President; and  
 
Sharon McCaslin, Fontonne University Library, Intellectual 
Freedom Round Table Director-At-Large. 
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ALA Councilor’s Report 
Programs for MLA Conference October 7-9 Columbia 
 
ALA President Camila Alire will host a strategic planning 
session on Wednesday afternoon, immediately following 
her keynote address at the opening session of MLA’s 2009 
Conference, to solicit chapter members input for the devel-
opment of the next ALA strategic plan (2011-2015). This is 
our chance to share concerns and ideas and influence the 
direction of our national organization, so please come and 
please speak up! 
 
I’m also happy to announce that Melanie Anderson,  
Associate Director of the Office of Government Relations, 
ALA Washington Office, has accepted my invitation to 
speak at MLA.  Melanie’s topic will be What’s In It For Your 
Library? She will discuss and answer questions about the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), the 
federal stimulus plan, LSTA funding and the overall 
FY2010 federal budget, and the status of federal funding 
opportunities and programs for libraries. The program is 
scheduled for Friday morning at 9:15 am, right after the 
all-conference breakfast and MLA member forum. 
 
ALA Posts Comments on National Broadband Plan 
 
On June 8, ALA filed comments with the FCC on the devel-
opment of a national broadband plan, as required by the 
2009 ARRA.  ALA is coordinating a national campaign to 
promote the strategic importance of libraries, especially 
public libraries, in the provision of high speed Internet ac-
cess to every region and community. ALA’s most recent 
survey of libraries indicates that 68% of Americans have 
library cards; 73% of public libraries report they are the 
ONLY source of free public Internet access in their  
communities. This rises to 84% for public libraries in  
rural communities. 
 
Clearly public libraries are providing a vital service that af-
fects educational opportunities, employment opportunities, 
and economic development at the local level. To access 
the text of ALA’s comments, go to the Washington Office 
blog, District Dispatch for June 8 at 
http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=3003. 
 
Council Preview 
 
Moving forward technologically at a time when heightened 
member expectations collide with recession-driven fiscal 
constraints is a familiar dilemma for libraries. ALA faces the 
same dilemma, and the ALA Council electronic discussion 
list has been generating a lot of comments from councilors 
on this topic since Midwinter, when Council adopted the 
recommendations in the report of the Task Force on  
Electronic Participation and ALA staff began studying ways 
to implement this ambitious agenda. 
 
A particularly hot topic in June was ALA’s effort to per-
suade Councilors to make use of the new ALAConnect (the 
latest version of ALA’s ongoing effort to create “online  

communities”) as the resource for Council working docu-
ments and discussions between and during conferences.  
Predictably, the technologically adept members of Council 
(identified by their laptops, Blackberrys, BlueTooths, and 
24/7 multitasking ---Twittering Council meetings to the folks 
back home was the techno trick du jour in Denver) are 
thrilled. We are actually approaching the point in time when 
it may be possible for some individuals to have a totally 
paperless Council with working documents available real 
time online.  
 
Equally predictable are those Councilors not born with ear 
bud implants or fingers evolved into texting digits, who 
have gotten comfortably attached to the old reliable elec-
tronic discussion list, expressed more or less angst at the 
notion of once more learning how to use a nifty new techno 
tool that does way more than is wanted, needed, 
 or appreciated. 
 
For the time being, all working documents will be posted to 
both the old e-list and the new Council Community.  
Comments posted on the Council Community also will be 
forwarded to the e-list.  
 
ALA Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels reports that free 
wireless access will be available in all meeting rooms at 
McCormick Place Convention Center during conference. 
Unfortunately, cost prohibits free wireless access in all the 
conference hotel meeting venues. However, funds have 
been allocated for a limited pilot project to provide a choice 
of Internet-based teleconferencing options for committees, 
boards, and discussion groups to accommodate e-
participation for committee, board, or group members who 
are not attending conference. This is separate from the 
“virtual conference”, providing electronic access to selected 
conference programs.  
 
Budget concerns are likely to take some time on Council’s 
agenda. Council will be asked to approve the FY2010 
budget, which runs September 1, 2009-August 31, 2010. 
Since revenues in the current fiscal year have not met pro-
jections, expenditures have been trimmed, and the revenue 
projections for FY2010 have been reduced further. All ALA 
staff members are taking one week of unpaid furlough  
before the end of FY2009. Ten positions have been elimi-
nated, and five more will go unfunded for FY2010.   
Treasurer Rod Hersberger and BARC (Budget Analysis 
and Review Committee) Chair Jim Neal emphasized the 
importance of finding new revenue sources for ALA to  
support the enhanced services members are requesting.  
 
The Intellectual Freedom Committee is circulating drafts of 
four Interpretations of the Library Bill of Rights: two  
revisions of existing interpretations: “Access to Electronic 
Information, Services, and Networks,” and “Labels and  
Rating Systems;” and two new interpretations: “Minors and  
 
continued on page 14 
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BUILD YOUR RESUME! Looking for that PROMOTION? Get involved at the state level! Consider running for office in 
the new and growing CIRCILL SIG!  Run for the office of Recorder at our annual meeting at the MLA Conference in  
October.  Please contact me if you are willing to run for Recorder. 
 
Katherine E. Bohnenkamper, Chair 
kbohnenk@drury.edu 

CIRCILL Special Interest Group 

The Children’s Services Round Table (CSRT) is busy  
making preparations for the 2009 MLA conference.  
 
Anna Dewdney, winner of the 2008 Missouri Building Block 
Picture Book Award, will be the speaker at the Thusnelda 
Schmidt Luncheon on Thursday, October 8, at 12 pm. 
Anna is best known for Llama Llama Red Pajama but has 
also written several other children’s titles including Grumpy 
Gloria, Nobunny’s Perfect, and Llama Llama Mad a Mama. 
 
Jody Feldman, St. Louis resident and debut author of The 
Gollywhopper Games, will take conference attendees 
through the authors© perspective on gaining readership and 
will present exciting ways to inspire kids to read at a time 
when they have so many choices vying for their attention. 
 
Patricia Norton, author of the Short Vowel Phonics series, 
will present a program designed to enable librarians to help 
struggling readers and their desperate parents.  
 
CSRT is also looking forward to co-sponsoring two ses-
sions.  One session, co-sponsored with the Young Adult 
SIG will feature Ibtisam Barakat, author of the young adult 

memoir Tasting the Sky: A Palestinian Childhood.  Ms.  
Barakat, who resides in Columbia, will present a session 
entitled “The Child©s Voice As A Leader Toward Healing 
And Creating Social Change.”  The second session, co-
sponsored with the Outreach SIG, will be present by author 
Tim Wadham.  Mr. Wadham is the author of Libros  
Esenciales: Building, Marketing, and Programming a Core 
Collection of Spanish Language Children©s Materials, and 
his session will focus on providing services to Spanish-
speaking customers with a focus on children as well as 
their parents and caregivers. 
 
Other CSRT sessions include Using Read From the Start 
presented by the Missouri Humanities Council, a session 
on how to feature the Missouri Building Block Award nomi-
nees in storytime programs, an evening Song and Stories 
Swap, and the Performer’s Showcase. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at Conference! 
 
Jeana Gockley, Chair 
jgockley@joplinpubliclibrary.org 

Children’s Services Round Table Makes Preparations for Conference 

Genealogy and Local History at Annual Conference 
The Genealogy and Local History Special Interest Group will offer a variety of programs that will appeal to librarians who 
work with genealogists and historians (or who enjoy these subjects themselves!).  Come to learn and exchange  
information with fellow history buffs. 
 
Fire Insurance maps provide a wealth of information on the built environment for genealogists, historians, house histori-
ans, and neighborhood groups.  David Wright of Washington University will describe his library’s project to digitize the 
Whipple Fire Insurance Maps of St. Louis in “The Unreal City”.  Learn about how this digital collection, along with 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps collections, can be used in historical and genealogical research. 
 
Central Missouri is rich in resources for historians and genealogists.  Representatives from the State Historical Society of 
Missouri, Western Historical Manuscripts Collection, and the Missouri State Archives will describe their collections and 
services.  Bring your questions. 
 
Tom Pearson of St. Louis Public Library will discuss a fascinating topic in “To Rally with the Hearts of Lions: African-
American Soldiers in the Civil War”. Besides describing this little-known chapter in Civil War history, he will explain how 
to find war and post war records of these valiant individuals. 
 
Mary Beveridge, Chair 
Genealogy and Local History SIG 
marybeveridge@kclibrary.org 
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The Scholarly Communications Committee of the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) has selected 
Washington University in St. Louis as one of five sites to host the “Scholarly Communication 101: Starting with the  
Basics” workshop this summer.  Recognizing that scholarly communication issues are central to the work of all academic 
librarians and all types of institutions, ACRL is underwriting the costs of delivering this proven content by sending expert 
presenters on the road. 
 
“At a time of cuts in travel budgets for libraries and librarians, ACRL is providing this valuable educational experience at 
locations all across the country. It is vital to the work of all academic librarians to understand the basics of the evolving 
scholarly communication system,” said Richard Fyffe, ACRL Scholarly Communications Committee Co-Chair and  
Rosenthal Librarian at Grinnell College. “We want to be sure that, during this time of constrained budgets, the momentum 
for encouraging positive change in scholarly publishing not be lost.”  
 
Led by two expert presenters, this structured interactive overview of the scholarly communication system supports indi-
vidual or institutional strategic planning and action.  The workshop focuses on new methods of scholarly publishing and 
communication, open access and openness as a principle, copyright and intellectual property, and economics, providing 
a foundational understanding for attendees. 
 
Washington University will be partnering with other institutions in their area, including the University of Missouri Libraries, 
to extend the reach to as diverse an audience as possible. Library staff, including liaison librarians, catalogers, access 
services, and senior management from two-year, liberal arts, master’s, comprehensive, and doctoral institutions may at-
tend the workshop. It is an all day FREE workshop in St. Louis on Tuesday, July 28.  For more information contact 
sarlic@wusm.wustl.edu. 
 
Learn more about ACRL’s scholarly communication initiatives at 
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/issues/scholcomm/scholarlycommunication.cfm. 

ACRL Selects MO Site for Scholarly Communication 101 Road Show  
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The Government Documents SIG is sponsoring or co-sponsoring five programs at this year’s MLA Conference: 
• Annie Moots of the Missouri State Library, “Missouri State Publications Access Program - Transitioning to  
CONTENTdm”; 
• Carol Giles-Straight of the St. Louis Public Library, “Intellectual Property Overview”; 
• Sandy Shiefer of University of Missouri-Columbia, “’I’m just a Bill from Capitol Hill’ – The Legislative Process and  
Related Government Documents”; 
• Maria Meyers of MOSource Link, “MOSource Link” (Co-sponsored with the Reference and Information Services SIG); 
and 
• Dr. Neil Richards of Washington University in St. Louis, “Intellectual Privacy, Intellectual Freedom, and Libraries”  
(Co-sponsored with the Intellectual Freedom Committee and MACRL). 
 
Sandy Schiefer, Recorder 
Government Documents Special Interest Group 
scheifers@missouri.edu 

Government Documents Presentations at MLA 2009 

When the Missouri Delegation arrived in Washington, D.C. 
for National Legislative Day 2009, the capital was buzzing 
was excitement and renewed energy resulting from a new 
administration eager to put the tired, old ways of doing 
business as far behind us as possible.  There were many 
new faces this year.  The reception, which was moved  
to the first night, had a higher attendance and seemed  
to stimulate and renew energy from all visiting  
library representatives. 
 
I had the privilege of leading the 2009 Missouri Delegation, 
and was joined by Carrie Cline, Director of McDonald 
County Library in Pineville; and Marianne Fues, Library 
Media Specialist for Jefferson City High School in  
Jefferson City. 
 
We met with Senators Christopher Bond and Clair 
McCaskill and their aides, as well as aides for  
Congressmen Blaine Luetkemeyer, Roy Blunt, and William 
Lacy Clay.  While meeting with Senator Bond’s Legislative 
Assistant Julie Jolly, Senator Bond came out of a meeting, 
saw us, and stopped to speak with us, asking specifically 
which issues were the most pressing. He took the time to 
listen and comment.  Because he is on the Appropriations 
Committee, Missouri libraries received his backing directly 
from the Senate Floor.  The Senator favors funding  
LSTA and the Improving Literacy Through School  
Libraries Program. 
 
The Delegation met with Senator Claire McCaskill’s Grants 
and Special Projects Director Jerryl Christmas to assert the 
libraries’ agenda.  The following morning, I met one-on-one 
with Senator McCaskill during her weekly Morning Session 
for visiting constituents.  It gave me the opportunity to re-
emphasize the urgency of funding LSTA and the Improving 
Literacy Through School Libraries Program.  Senator 
McCaskill was supportive and fully aware of the danger of 
losing said funding.  She also confirmed that she would 
sign the “Dear Colleague” letter again this year. 
 

The Delegation met with Ali Gabel, Legislative Assistant to 
Congressman Blaine Luetkemeyer, who allowed us enough 
time to focus and emphasize the libraries’ agenda. 
 
Next, the delegation met with Kristina Weger, Legislative 
Assistant to Congressman Roy Blunt.  During the meeting, 
Representative Blunt came out of his office on his way  
to the House Floor and took a few minutes to greet  
the Delegation. 
 
Last, the Delegation met with Alissa Bonner, Information 
Policy, Census, and National Archives Subcommittee Staff 
Assistant to Congressman William Lacy Clay.  The  
Congressman was unable to meet with the Delegation due 
to a meeting with President Obama. Rep. Clay has been a 
long-time supporter of Missouri libraries, and Ms. Bonner, 
on his behalf, renewed his pledge of support on our issues. 
 
The meetings with the Missouri Legislative Body were quite 
successful.  Ms. Cline and Ms. Fues proved to be two won-
derful team members and were diligent in spreading the 
Missouri library story. 
 
Timing was critical in achieving productive meetings with 
our Senators and respective Congressman this year.  The 
key issues, as described by ALA were: 
 
2010 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Fund the LSTA (Library Services and Technology Act) at 
$300 million.  Fund the Improving Literacy Through School 
Libraries Program at $100 million.  Sign the “Dear  
Colleague” letter that was circulating in the Senate by 
Senators Jack Reed (D-RI) and Olympia Snowe (R-ME) in 
support of funding the Library Services and Technology Act 
and Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Program. 
 
2010 Legislative Branch Appropriations 
Fund the Government Printing Office at their request of  
 
continued on page 13 

National Library Legislative Day 2009 
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We have 92 programs, five pre-conferences, 11 MOREnet 
sessions, a Performer Showcase that rocks, a Book Cart 
Drill Team Competition, a Scholarship Golf Tournament, and 
two receptions where we can all be together with good food, 
good friends, and good conversation. We anticipate an  
outstanding line-up of vendors with exciting products and 
services for our consideration. 
 
Our keynote speakers are two of the most energetic, enthu-
siastic and engaging speakers that we could possibly get for 
this conference.  We have scheduled a member forum with a 
trained facilitator at a no-conflict time.   
 

Let’s Talk ALA@MLA: Join ALA President Camila Alire for Two Events - As ALA President, Dr. Alire is calling on 
the library community to do what it does best: to educate and inform and to disseminate the knowledge that the library is 
an indispensable institution, greatly in need of support. Join Dr. Alire for her keynote address at 1 pm on Wednesday of 
conference to hear more.  
 
Immediately following her keynote address, at 2:15 pm, Dr. Alire will lead an ALA member forum. What should ALA be 
doing in the next five years to help you? your library? the public? This is your chance to shape the future of libraries and 
to help ALA focus on efforts that are important to you.  Both ALA members and non-members are welcome to join this  
crucial discussion.  
 
It Takes a Village (Sometimes Including Librarians and Authors) to Free the Innocent from Prison - On Thursday, 
October 8 at 3 pm, keynote presenter Steve Weinberg, author, freelance magazine writer, and part-time MU Journalism 
Professor, will discuss his involvement with the Midwestern Innocence Project.  The Midwestern Innocence Project is a 
non-profit dedicated to providing pro bono legal and investigative services to the innocent in prison. Weinberg worked to 
expand the reach of this organization by suggesting and implementing a collaboration among the Missouri School of 
Journalism and the Law Schools at the University of Missouri and the University of Missouri-Kansas City.  
 
Weinberg has been researching, writing, and teaching about wrongful convictions and prosecutorial misconduct for many 
years. His works include the reference books Trade Secrets of Washington Journalists and The Reporter©s Handbook: 
An Investigator©s Guide to Documents and Techniques. Weinberg©s most recent book is Taking on the Trust: The Epic 
Battle of Ida Tarbell and John D. Rockefeller, published in hardcover by W.W. Norton last year and in paperback earlier 
this year. 
 
We have taken into consideration the economic climate in which we are living and have tried to keep costs affordable for 
all events, most especially meals. We have one all conference breakfast as a part of the registration fee with the most 
generous underwriting of a donor.   
 
The dinner menus for Wednesday and Thursday night are:  
Wednesday’s Divisions Dinner:  Seasoned Baked Pork Chop: One pound Center Cut Served with Baked Potato. Chef’s 
Choice of Vegetable. Garden Fresh Salad with House Dressing. Fresh Rolls and Butter; Coffee and Tea; and Apple 
Spice Cake, and 

Thursday’s Awards Dinner:  Chicken Au Poivre: Peppercorn Encrusted Breast of Chicken Seared and Topped with 
Brandy Green Peppercorn Demi Atop Executive Rice Blend. Chef’s Choice of Vegetable. Pear Salad with Baby Greens, 
Sliced Pears, Pecans, Blue Cheese Crumbles, and Balsamic Vinaigrette; Fresh Rolls and Butter, Coffee and Tea; and 
Fudge Brownie A la Mode. There will also be wine at each table.  
 
There will be a vegetarian option (chef’s choice) for all conference meal events. 
 
We will call to your attention now to this year’s room reservation process, which will be a little different this because of 
the MU and Nebraska home football game on Thursday night. There will be great competition for hotel rooms throughout 
the mid-Missouri area. Our hotel, the Holiday Inn Select Executive Center, will hold a nice block of rooms for MLA,  
 
continued on page 12 

2009 Conference Blog URL: http://mlaconference.wordpress.com/ 
 

 MLA Conference Web Page URL : http://molib.org/Conference.html 
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Note:  Complete bios and candidate statements will be 
mailed directly to members in good standing with this 
year’s official ballot and return envelope no later than 
8.31.09. 
 
2010 President-Elect Candidate Susan Wray — I am 
currently the Director at the Joplin Public Library.  I am hon-
ored to be asked me to run for office.  I believe that the  
Association is at a very critical crossroads and that the right 
leadership over the next few years is critical for the future 
relevance and prosperity of the Association.  If elected, I 
promise to strive for the following: 
• Several libraries and librarians have left MLA recently for 
various reasons.  If elected, I vow to examine and to 
address their legitimate concerns.  
• If elected, I vow to increase membership, mostly by bring 
back those who have left in recent years. 
• MLA’s legislative efforts in Jefferson City are critical, es-
pecially to Public Libraries, but to all in these economic 
times.  If elected, I vow to return MLA’s Jefferson City ef-
forts to the high level of effectiveness that the organization 
exhibited in the past. 
• If elected, I vow to make MLA more transparent to the  
membership and the library community.   
• I vow to work with the Board, the SIGS, Divisions, and  
Conference Planning Committee to continue to offer qual-
ity, affordable continuing education opportunities to all 
those working in libraries, including library friends group 
members and trustees.   
• If elected, I vow to encourage examination of how MLA 
operates.  Under my presidency, my goal will be to make 
MLA work “smarter” understanding that, in some ways,  
bigger isn’t better…smarter is better. 
 
2010 Secretary Candidate Sarah Erwin — I am currently 
the Acting Director of Kirkwood Public Library.  I believe 
MLA is a valuable institution and, as Secretary of MLA, I 
would not only strive to accurately record meetings but 
would also be an active participant in board discussions 
and decisions. It would be a privilege to serve and help 
lead MLA for all libraries across the state. 
 
2010-2011 Treasurer Candidate Tony Garrett — Current  
Position: Head of Access Services, Thomas Jefferson  
Library at the University of Missouri-St. Louis.  If elected as 
the Missouri Library Association’s Treasurer, I will strive to 
improve the Association’s fiscal oversight by continuing 
efforts to keep track of finances for the Missouri Library 
Association, seeking out additional opportunities to build 
relationships with key stakeholder groups, and continuing 
efforts for more transparency with the finances and finan-
cial report to the MLA membership.  The past year has 
been a great learning experience for me in the Interim 
Treasurer position. I believe with this experience, I am 
ready to continue improving the fiscal oversight of the  
Association. I now have a more thorough understanding of 
the finances and the financial reporting of the Association, 
which gives me a desire to move the Association forward 

fiscally with sound financial and accounting standards and 
practices. Along with my experience in professional asso-
ciations and my education and work experience, I am ready 
to be the Treasurer that you desire and need to continue to 
make the Missouri Library Association a great heritage to 
the state’s libraries and the library profession.  I feel confi-
dent, knowing I can well represent Missouri libraries and 
Association members as your chief financial officer. 
 
2010-2011 Member-At-Large Candidate Connie Bush — 
I would appreciate the opportunity to serve MLA in the  
capacity of Member-At-Large.  The responsibilities of this 
position are to represent the entire membership and to dis-
cover members’ concerns. In the last four years, I have had 
the opportunity to attend MLA Board meeting as a leader of 
the Support Staff/Paraprofessional SIG and, for two years, 
serving as a member of the conference planning team, 
when the conference is held in Columbia.  This has given 
me an understanding of how this state wide library organi-
zation works currently as well as allowing me to become 
familiar with the many wonderful people who contribute 
their time to work with MLA. My previous work with MLA 
was many years ago, and it has been interesting to see 
how the organization has changed during those years.  
While my work responsibilities have been in a public library, 
I have had the opportunity of working with staff from all li-
braries and have found that we share many of the same 
concerns and needs.  I strongly believe in the importance 
of listening to all sides and working toward a solution that is 
a win-win for all involved.  I currently am the Circulation 
Manager and Popular Materials and Services Librarian at 
the Columbia Public Library. During my years at the Daniel 
Boone Regional Library, I have been a Children’s and 
Young Adult Librarian and as Manager of Popular Materials 
and Services, I work with readers advisory, marketing and 
displays, public access computers, and programming.  I 
have been a member of ALA for many years and have 
served on a variety of committees in PLA, LLAMA and 
YALSA.  Currently, I am Chair of the YALSA WrestleMania 
Reading Jury.  I welcome the opportunity to serve you as 
MLA’s Member-at-Large. 
 
2010-2011 Member-At-Large Candidate Carol Smith — I 
am an Assistant Professor of Library Services at the James 
C. Kirkpatrick Library of the University of Central Missouri, 
serving as both the library’s business librarian and instruc-
tional design librarian.  I am currently pursuing doctoral 
studies in Information Science and Learning Technologies 
at the University of Missouri-Columbia, where my research 
interests include library services in virtual environments 
such as Second Life, GIS librarianship, and data mining in 
competitive intelligence.  I am particularly inspired by MLA 
President Kimberlee Ried’s 2008 officer candidate state-
ment, wherein she expressed her dedication to “offering 
top-notch training and continuing education opportunities 
for members”. 
 
continued on page 12 

Meet Your Officer and Elected Official Candidates  
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The Special Libraries Division is excited to sponsor the  
following presentations at MLA this October in Columbia! 
 
The Challenge of Emerging Technologies: Libraries on 
the Tipping Point – While libraries embraced technology 
in the 1980s and the 1990s, the new millennium finds them 
challenged to integrate new technologies while dealing with 
legacy technologies.  Still, the march of technology contin-
ues.  Can libraries keep up?  Are we at a tipping point?  
Presenter Chris LeBeau is Assistant Teaching Professor at 
the University of Missouri, School of Information Science 
and Learning Technologies, and Business Librarian at the 
Miller Nichols Library, UMKC.  
 
The Recession’s Impact on Libraries of All Kinds – A 
panel of librarians from public, academic, and special li-
brariies will discuss how the recession has impacted their 
libraries in particular.  Topics explored will deal with the 
changes brought about by the past two years of economic 
turmoil: changes in reference queries (increase in queries 
about job searching, foreclosure, bankruptcy, etc.); budget, 
staff, and program cuts; and economic information sites 
and resources will be suggested for patrons.  The format 

will be a moderated question and answer session, with time 
for comments/questions from the audience. 
 
Using Historical Material to Understand Current 
Events: The Library’s Role – Julia Seiter, a Digital  
Projects Librarian at the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, 
will discuss the digitization efforts of the St. Louis Federal 
Reserve Bank in response to the current financial crisis.  
Her presentation will show how materials enable research-
ers to understand historical economic conditions and the 
decisions made in response to those conditions. The proc-
ess for locating relevant government publications, statistical 
releases, and archival policy material will be outlined.  
 
Business Meeting – SLD’s Annual Business Meeting will 
be held on Thursday from 1:15-2 pm.   This is an excellent 
time to get together with your fellow SLD members and to 
give your input on programming and division goals for the 
coming year.   
 
Julia Seiter, Recorder 
julia.m.seiter@stls.frb.org 

SLD@MLA 

In addition to our established activities, including the 
Ronald G. Bohley Scholarship, PEER SIG is proud to  
sponsor four conference sessions to support MLA mem-
bers in meeting their needs in the areas of Professionalism,  
Education, Employment, and Recruitment. 
 
Make sure to introduce yourself to ALA-APA, or the ALA 
Allied Professional Association.  ALA-APA is a companion 
organization to the American Library Association, and their 
purpose is to promote “the mutual professional interests of 
librarians and other library workers”.  PEER SIG is pleased 
to bring ALA-APA Director Jenifer Grady to Columbia for  
Conference. She will be presenting two programs: 
What Can Certification Do For You? and Speaking  
the Unspeakable.  
 
These are two wonderful chances to make a friend in ALA-
APA and are great opportunities for professional develop-
ment. Jenifer will discuss the benefits of certification and 
how library professionals – librarians, non-degreed staff 
and support staff – can further their education through certi-
fication. In her second session, she will cover the unspeak-
able – salaries! If you are interested in advocating for your 
salary, Jenifer will share some salary data tools and help 
you learn how to use what you find to make your life better. 
 
“For several years Jenifer Grady has presented Speaking 
the Unspeakable to my LIS 771 Public Libraries class. I can 
safely state that I have never heard anything to match 
Jenifer©s sage advice on negotiating compensation. Her 
presentation is so well received by my students that I am 

tempted to argue that it should be a required continuing 
education experience for both new and senior librarians 
and information specialists.” Bill Crowley, Ph.D., Professor 
at the Graduate School of Library and Information Science 
Dominican. 
 
She always has excellent presentations - she is so engag-
ing and everyone relates to her. She uses humor and gets 
everyone involved with interactive techniques." That is how 
Mollie M. Dinwiddie, the Dean of Library Services at James 
C. Kirkpatrick Library (University of Central Missouri) de-
scribes Tracy Byerly, Executive Director of the Missouri 
Library Network Corporation. Follow Mollie’s hearty recom-
mendation and attend Tracy’s Meeting Makeover session. 
If you have found yourself starting meetings with the best of 
intentions but ended up feeling frustrated, this is the ses-
sion for you. You’ll learn simple steps to make your meet-
ings more energetic, effective, shorter, and more valuable.  
 
Are you an Emerging Leader? Have you ever wondered 
what it meant to be an Emerging Leader? This ALA pro-
gram enables newer librarians from across the country to 
participate in problem-solving work groups, network with 
peers, gain an inside look into ALA structure, and have an 
opportunity to serve the profession in a leadership capacity. 
The Emerging Leader (EL) Panel Discussion will feature 
past Emerging Leaders – now is your chance to  
ask questions!  
 
Jennifer Millikan, PEER SIG Recorder 
jmillikan@kirkwoodpubliclibrary.org  

Connecting ~ Challenging ~ Changing Lives 
Opportunities to Change Your Professional Life 
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(MLA Annual Conference, continued from page 8) 
 
but we need to be certain that everyone in that block is in-
deed an MLA attendee.  Make room reservations now via 
the Form provided on page 15 of this newsletter.  Also be-
cause of the game, we have worked diligently to make the 
Awards Dinner both elegant and affordable and hope that 
everyone will choose to attend this event.  Travel on  
Stadium Boulevard and dining in local restaurants will be 
challenging that evening. 
 
The 2009 Conference Pre-Registration Form is available 

now at http://molib.org/Conference.html.  Please check the 
Information Sheet for answers to any questions you might 
have regarding this year’s registration. 
 
We will be providing regular updates on the blog, on the 
MLA web site under the Conference tab, and by the MLA 
listserv as we get closer to Conference. As always, we  
welcome your questions and suggestions.  
 
June DeWeese, deweesej@missouri.edu, and  
Judy Siebert Maseles, maselesj@missouri.edu 
2009 Conference Coordinators  

Many MLA members have responded to the online survey 
about “green conference” priorities, but we would like to get 
broader input, so if you have not yet made your priorities 
known to conference planners, please take that opportunity 
now.  It is posted on the conference blog, 
http://molib.org/Conference.html, and scroll down to  
Conference Blog.  Trends in the responses thus far: some 
items, such as “provide ways for participants to recycle pa-
per handouts” are strongly and near-universally desired; 
others, such as “use recyclable or reusable materials in 
conference setup” have support but generate less interest; 
and a third category of suggestions, such as, “give atten-
dees the option of bringing their own conference bags,” can 
be termed “love it or hate it.”  Thanks to all who have  
responded so far! 
 
Conference mugs (great as reusable, personal water cups 
during the conference and for the drink of your choice ever 
after) are being provided by a generous sponsor.  Our sur-
vey responses so far indicate interest in an opt-out option 
for mugs, for attendees who prefer to bring their own, so 
we’re considering putting the mugs out at the registration 

table so that attendees may choose to take them, or to opt-
out.  The mugs will have the sponsor’s logo and the MLA 
logo, but no dates, so that any mugs not distributed to  
attendees can be reused for other functions. 
 
Conference planners are investigating options for making 
presentation materials available online after and possibly 
during the Conference. 
 
Efforts are underway to make the printed conference  
program slimmer, in order to save paper. 
 
Attendees will be given the option to take a Green Pledge 
to commit to be energy-conscious in specific ways, e.g., 
participate in hotel towel/sheet reuse programs, bring used 
paper from home to take notes on, etc., similar but not 
identical to the ACRL Green Pledge for their March 2009 
Conference.  If you have an idea of something you want to 
see in a Green Pledge, e-mail brekhusr@missouri.edu. 
 
Rachel Brekhus, Conference Hospitality Comm. Co-Chair 
brekhusr@missouri.edu 

Greener Conference Initiatives 

Would you like to showcase your research or share a 
clever solution that you’ve implemented at your library?  
Consider submitting a Poster Session or hosting a Table 
Talk at MLA’s Annual Conference.  Poster sessions will be 
conducted simultaneously on Thursday, October 8, from 
8:45-10:45 am.  Table Talks will be held simultaneously on 
Thursday, 3-3:45 pm. 
 
To submit a proposal, please fill out a forms at the following 
URLs:  Poster Sessions: 

http://mulibraries.missouri.edu/mla/mla2009postersession.a
spx and Table talks:  
http://mulibraries.missouri.edu/mla/mla2009tabletalks.aspx 
 
The deadline for submission is Friday, July 31. 
 
Mary Aycock and Katie Carr, Poster Session Co-Chairs 
aycockm@missouri.edu and carrkm@missouri.edu 
 
Gwen Gray and Rhonda Whithaus, Table Talk Co-Chairs 
grayg@missouri.edu and whithausr@missouri.edu 

Share Your Expertise with Your Colleagues at MLA 2009! 

(Meet Your Officer and Elected Official Candidates, continued from page 10) 
 
As a fairly new librarian, I hold a great deal of confidence for the future of libraries, and believe that continuing education 
is central to positive change. Towards this end, I am currently working with several other MLA members to develop a 
statewide emerging technology education program for Missouri libraries. As a candidate for MLA Member-At-Large, I 
seek to bring this same enthusiasm and optimism for the evolving role of libraries to the organization and to foster broad 
organizational participation in shaping that role. I welcome your support! 
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Missouri Association of School Librarians Annual Fall Seminar will be 
held on Saturday, October 10, 2009, at the Holiday Inn Select Executive 
Center in Columbia.  Further information will be provided as the  
date approaches. 
 
Curtis L. Clark, Library Media Specialist Harrisonville Middle School 
msmediacenter@harrisonville.k12.mo.us 

(NLLD, continued from page 7) 
 
$166.037 million. 
 
Library Services and Technology Act 
LSTA is up for reauthorization this year, and this important piece of legislation should be reauthorized in a  
timely manner. 
 
The Fair Copyright in Research Works Act 
ALA strongly opposes HR 801 as it seeks to amend copyright law and reverse the National Institute of Health (NIH) 
Public Access Policy that provides access to taxpayer-funded NIS research on the Internet after a twelve-month  
embargo period. 
 
E-rate Discounts 
Congress should pass SB 348 and HR 2135 to provide a permanent exemption from the ADA for all Universal Service 
Fund programs by amending Section 254 of the Communications Act of 1934 so that USF funds “are not subject to cer-
tain provisions of the Anti-Deficiency Act.”  Congress should urge the FCC to accept ALA’s proposal for simplification of 
the E-rate application and disbursement process. Maintain the E-rate and stabilize the USF program.  E-rate discounts 
have provided public libraries with discounts totaling over $608,728,344 for the first 12 years of the program. 
 
Access to Federally Funded Research Reports 
Congress should support SR 118. Articles resulting from federally funded research should be made available through a 
centralized electronic system for purposes of access and retrieval by the public. 
 
Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act 
Congress should clarify CPSIA, specifically what was and was not intended to be included. While we fully support pro-
tecting our children, the law as it stands has left many questions. Congress should also urge the CPSC to respond to 
the ALA’s comments and give us needed guidance in sufficient time to come into compliance with the law.  Congress 
should also consider supporting HR 1692 to exempt ordinary books from CPSIA. 
 
Reauthorization of Section 125 
Congress should conduct a systematic analysis of the USA PATRIOT Act, the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act 
(FISA), and related surveillance laws and make appropriate reforms to better balance civil liberties and national security.  
Three sections of the PATRIOT Act, including Section 215, the “business/ library records provision,” are due to be  
reauthorized by the end of this year and should be modified to protect readers’ privacy and prevent needless  
warrantless surveillance. 
 
Gerald S. Brooks, Federal Legislation Coordinator 
gbrooks@slpl.org 

Tech Services SIG Pre-Conferences – Save the Dates! 
We cordially invite you to join the Tech Services SIG for two great pre-conference sessions at the MLA 2009 Annual  
Conference - save the dates now to be sure you don’t miss them! 
 
“Book Repair Triage” will take place Tuesday afternoon, 10.6.09, 1-4 pm, led by Dr. Robert Hallis, Director of the Harmon 
Computer Commons and Associate Professor of Library Services at University of Central Missouri. Participants will be 
provided with customized, hands-on solutions for their book repair needs. 
 
A Music Collection Development/Acquisitions Pre-Conference Workshop will take place from 9am to noon on  
 
continued on page 14 
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(ALA Councilor, continued from page 4) 
 
Internet Interactivity,” and “Importance of Education to  
Intellectual Freedom.” If the Committee achieves final 
drafts at conference, it will be submitting the documents to  
Council for approval in Chicago. 
 
The Committee on Accreditation (COA) has launched a 
blog to invite comments and discussion of the current 
“Standards for Accreditation of Master’s Programs” in light 
of the recommendations contained in the final report of the 
Library Education Task Force, referred to COA by the  
Executive Board.  To access the blog, go to 
http://www.oa.ala.org/accreditation. 
 
A resolution is working its way to Council through the  
Association of Specialized and Cooperative Libraries 
Agencies (ASCLA) and recommends all libraries require 
vendors to certify electronic resources and services comply 
with federal ADA Section 508 regulations and World Wide 
Web Consortium’s (WC3) Web Content Accessibility  
Guidelines 2.0. This is part of the effort to make sure that 
electronic resources in libraries are fully accessible to per-
sons with visual, auditory, or mobility disabilities.  ALA is 

currently conducting accessibility tests on ALA’s electronic 
resources and services.  
 
The Social Responsibilities Round Table (SRRT) is consid-
ering a resolution urging the Obama Administration and 
Congress to wind down military operations in Iraq and  
Afghanistan, withdraw American troops, provide recon-
struction aid for libraries and cultural institutions damaged 
during the conflicts, and redirect federal budgetary  
priorities to vital domestic programs including libraries. 
 
Locke Morrisey is circulating a draft resolution to put ALA 
on record as advocating legislation to legalize marriage 
between gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons 
in all fifty states and D.C. Morrisey is the ACRL Councilor 
but emphasizes he is proposing this resolution as an indi-
vidual and not on behalf of ACRL. Most of the comments 
on the Council list to this point have focused on whether 
the resolution as proposed would require ALA to limit  
future conference locations to states that have legalized 
GLBT marriage.  
 

Pam Klipsch, ALA Councilor 
pklipsch@jeffcolib.org 

(Member News, continued from page 2) 
 
work. Even in these difficult times there are exciting en-
deavors both at Missouri State and in the state. It will be an 
honor to serve and lead in these areas.”  
 
Keri Cascio, Branch Manager at the St. Charles City-
County Library District and Past-Chair of MLA’s Technical 
Services SIG, was selected to receive a 2009 ALCTS  
Certificate of Appreciation. The award recognizes the  
energy and expertise that she devoted to planning and  
offering training that enabled the Association for Library  
Collections and Technical Services (ALCTS) division 
of ALA to implement webinars as part of its  
continuing education curriculum. 
 
Institutional Member News 
 
On May 20, Kirkwood Public Library (KPL) cut the  

ribbon to its temporary location Station Plaza, 200 South  
Kirkwood Rd. KPL will call Station Plaza home for 12-18 
months while their 1939 building at 140 East Jefferson is  
being remodeled.  Randall Miltenberger, President of the 
Library Board of Trustees, said the library is working hard 
“to retain the historic character of the building.” Renderings 
for the future building can be found on the library’s  
homepage, kirkwoodpubliclibrary.org. 
 
Most of the shelving at Station Plaza is from a generous 
donation by Des Peres Barnes & Noble as a result of their 
recent move to West County Mall. The shelving allows the 
library to maintain 99% of its collection at Station Plaza, 
even though the temporary location is half the size of the 
original building. In addition Barnes & Noble donated sev-
eral face-out display stands, a roomy help desk, and an  
island devoted to self-service.�

(Tech Services SIG, continued from page 13) 
 
Wednesday, 10.7.09.  
 
We are excited to welcome John Wagstaff, Head of the Music and Performing Arts Library, University of Illinois at  
Urbana-Champaign, one of the Music Library Association’s official instructors for this workshop. Participants will learn 
the basic tools and skills for purchasing, selecting, and deselecting music materials for their library based on the needs 
of their user community. The workshop includes a discussion of music vendors, music approval plans/standing orders, 
and collection development policies. 
 
Amy Pennington, Vice-Chair 
Technical Services SIG 
apennin5@slu.edu  
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Conference Pre-Registration is Being Accepted Now.   
Go to http://moblib.org/Conference.html to complete your Pre-Registration Form. 
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