2007 Presdent Karen Horny Looks Back On a Year In Action

] As 2007 wraps up for our Missouri Library Association, the notably suc-

| cessful Annual Conference that was held in Springfield in October is il
fresh in our minds. This multi-faceted conference was definitely the high-
light of the year, featuring wonderful presentations by Rock Star Librarian
Nancy Pearl, young adult novdist Ellen Wittlinger, poet and cave explorer
David Harrison, and inspirational magician Jm Snack, to namejust a few
of the outstanding presenters.

MLA'’s four magjor focuses are continuing education, networking, profes-
sional development, and advocacy. Although the conference connects all
these themes and isamajor production of MLA each year, it isby no
meansthe only set of activitiesin progress. In addition to our own
Legidative Advacacy Day in February, in 2007 we participated in ALA’S
Washington “Day on the Hill.” MLA’s Executive Board a so voted to sup-
port an ALA Council resolution endorsing legidative reforms to assure the
right to read free from government surveillance. Working jointly with the
Missouri Association of School Librarians (MASL), the MLA Board recently produced a satement in support of the SKILLS Act.

Thisyear MLA Board meetings experimented successfully with use of videoconferencing, which proved to be a good means of
facilitating participation in the meetings. The Board aso carried out several successful e-mail votes to increase the speed to
accomplish business.

A new membership brochure, the joint work of several committees, isnow in production, and the Long Range Planning Committee
has drafted three cogent statements of vision for our organization. (Seereated article below.) A new Circulation/Interlibrary Loan
Specia Interest Group was al so organized.

One especially promising devel opment came at the November 30 Board Meeting when State Librarian Margaret Conroy explained a
means by which MLA could participate in LSTA funding for the provision of appropriate continuing education activities. We are
fortunatein Missouri to have strong cooperation at dl levels and with al types of library organizations.

Although my presidential year ended on December 31, 2007, | am pleased to continue on the Board during 2008 as Past-President
and to offer incoming President Karen Hayden my full support. We can anticipate excellent progress for MLA in the year ahead.

Karen Horny, 2007 President
karenhorny@missouristate.edu

ThreeVisonsfor 2008 L ong Range Planning

The 2007 Long Range Planning Committee studied the 2006 MLA Long Range Plan. Part of the process was a poll of the member-
ship asking for any suggested changes or modificationsto that plan. The Committee met on November 30 to look at member sug-
gestions and revise the plan. The Committee presented the following three overarching visions to the MLA Executive Board for
approval on November 30:

Vision One: To provide leadership and professional growth opportunities that develop, retain, and increase membership in the
Missouri Library Association;

Vision Two: To encourage the people of Missouri, through the legidative process, to adequately fund their libraries;

continued on page 4
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| ndividual Member News
Kirkwood Public Library

MLA Trustees and Friends Division member and Kirkwood Public
Library Board President Liz Walker, has been named Citizen of the Y ear
by the Kirkwood-Des Peres Area Chamber of Commerce. Walker was
nominated for this award because of the pivotal role she played as
President of the Kirkwood Public Library Board of Trustees during the
recent successful tax levy campaign for the Library.

From 1993 to 2002, Walker was a member of the Kirkwood School
Digtrict Board of Education. During that time, she served as President,
Vice-President and Secretary. She currently serves as a student mentor for
the St. Louis Public Schools. She has served on the Kirkwood Public
Library Board since 2004.

Since 1960, the Kirkwood-Des-Peres Area Chamber of Commerce has
recognized a special individual for service to higher community. The
nominee must possess |eadership qualities, be arole modd for other citi-
zens and have an outstanding record of community service during the
current year.

The award will be formally presented at the Chamber’s 62™ annual
installation and awards celebration in January, 2008.

Library News

UMKC's Miller NicholsLibrary to Add Radio
Collectionsto Marr Sound Archives

The University of Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC) Miller Nichols Library
has received a $502,000 grant from the Andrew W. Méellon Foundation.
The grant will hdlp UMKC maintain and share one of the library’ s richest
radio collectionsin its Marr Sound Archives.

“This grant isan honor,” said Sharon Bostick, Ph.D., Dean of University
Libraries. “We are so proud to have received such a generous first time
award from this very prestigious ingtitution.”

While many of history’ s radio and music recordings have long disap-
peared, UMKC’s Marr Sound Archives preserves these historic sounds for
future generations. The Mélon grant will support a cataloging project for
the J. David Goldin Collection, which represents a portion of the more
than 290,000 unique items that comprise the Marr Sound Archives.

continued on page 7
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2008 Conference Provides Freedom to Soar ... with Booksand More

I am happy to announce the theme for the 2008 Missouri Library Association Annua Conference will be Freedom to Soar ... with
Books and More. | have enlisted ateam of professionals to chair the following committees and assist me with conference planning.
If you are interested in volunteering to serve, please fedl free to communicate your interest. The 2008 MLA Conference will be held
at the Millennium Hotel, October 1-3, 2008, in downtown St. Louis.

Conference Arrangements — Karen Robinson, MU SISLT/UMSL, robinsonkar@umsl.edu

Bohley Schalar ship Golf Tour nament — Gary Holdefer, St. Louis County Library, gholdefer@slcl.org
Hospitality — Barbara Rehkop, Washington University Library, brehkop@wustl.edu

M eeting Rooms — Becky Helbling, St. Louis Community College Library, bhelbling@stl cc.edu
Publications— Chrigina Pryor, MU SISLT student, cpryorO1@sbcglobal .net

Publicity — Gerald Brooks, St. Louis Public Library, gbrooks@dpl.org

Registration — Joy Dufrain, Scenic Regional Library, jdufran@stchas.edu

Table Talks& Poster Sessions— Katrina Stierholz, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, stierholz@stls.frb.org
Technology — Barb Urban, St. Louis County Library, burban@slcl.org

Trade Show — Lisa Farrdl, East Central College Library, Imfarrell @eastcentral .edu

Transportation & Sponsor ship Development — John Furlong, Brentwood Public Library, jtfurlong@real.more.net

The chairslisted above will meet in early January to get familiar with our conference meeting space and to review duties, policies,
and practices. MLA unit representatives and community stakeholders will be invited to attend a conference orientation meeting in
February/March, which will mark the kick-off our 2008 conference planning process.

Stephanie D. Tolson, 2008 MLA Conference Coordinator
mla2008@stchas.edu

2007 Annual Reports
COMMITTEES:

Intellectual Freedom Committee

The Intellectual Freedom Committee presented a program on collection development and I F issues at the Annua Conferencein
Springfield. Barbara Read, Director of Rolling Hills Consolidated Library District, and Amy Crump, Director of the Marshall Public
Library, joined IFC Chair Pam Klipsch, Director of the Jefferson County Library, in discussing recent reconsiderations of materials
in their libraries. Klipsch also presented information on points to consider in writing collection devel opment policies and
reconsideration procedures for your library. About 40 people attended the program.

With the assistance of MLA Webmaster Amy Davis, the IFC established its own page on the MLA web site thisyear. On theleft
side of the MLA home page click on “About Us’ and follow the linksto “ Governance,” then “Committees,” then “Intellectual
Freedom.” Thanksto MLA Executive Director Margaret Booker, we now have alive link from the | FC web page that allows mem-
berstofill out and send electronically to the MLA IFC reports on challenges filed in their libraries. Just click on the “Challenges”
button on the IFC web page to get to the report form.

At the ALA Annual Conferencein Washington DC, the ALA Council unanimoudly adopted a resolution co-sponsored by the ALA
Intellectual Freedom Committee and the Committee on Legidation, calling on Congress to ingtitute reformsin the use of National
Security Lettersto obtain information from libraries. The MLA Executive Board was one of the firgt state library associationsto
endorse the ALA resolution and has written to all members of the Missouri Congressional delegation urging them to support
Congressional efforts to amend the statute governing use of NSLs to eliminate abuses. Legidation to regulate the use of NSLs has
been introduced in both the Senate and the House. The text of the resolution and information on the ongoing efforts to pass
legidation in Congress to regulate the use of NLSsis available on the IFC web page. Click on the “Alert!” button on the web page.

Pam Klipsch, Chair
pam@jeffersoncountylibrary.org

Membership Committee

In 2007, the Membership Committee again tried to focus on increasing MLA membership and conference attendance by increasing
MLA exposure and improving the welcoming (and retention) of new members and first-time conference attendees.

continued on page 5
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Missouri Library Advocacy Day Past and Present

Probably the time sensitive message for the membership involves 2008 Missouri Library Advocacy Day. Library Advocacy Day isa
very important activity. The actions and efforts of the legidators, the Secretary of State, and the Governor can have tremendous im-
pact on your library. Helping the legidators understand this point is one of the key obligations of the Missouri Library

Association. Typically, MLA holds this event the first Tuesday in February. Dueto several conflicts, we had to move the event to
the February 12, 2008. And, since state government offices are closed on Lincoln’s Birthday, we will be holding the morning orien-
tation session in the Second Floor Meeting Room at Missouri River Regiona Library (214 Adams Street, Jefferson City, MO 65102)
instead of the James C. Kirkpatrick State Information Center. Please make certain to modify your calendars accordingly.

As part of the morning orientation session, the Legidative Committee will present Representative Allen Icet with the Frances Bud
Barnes Award as outstanding legidator from the 2007 session. The Legid ative Committee presents this award to alegidator each
session that helpsto champion libraries. The 2007 |egidative session was a successful one for libraries. Of particular note was the
success that Missouri’ slibraries enjoyed in the state budget. Governor Blunt’s budget recommendations were strongly defended and
stewarded by Representative I cet in hisrole as Budget Chairman. Among Representative | cet’ s efforts were an $800,000 increase in
the A& E tax appropriation, a$1,000,000 increase in State Aid, and increases in MORENet funding that restored cuts from several
previous years.

Other than the appropriations, there was not much el se affecting libraries in the 2007 session. Several bills were filed that might
have had impact on libraries, but none of them made it through the legidative process. However, several of thoseinitiatives from
2007 may come back with increased strength in 2008.

In recent years, legidators have proposed to “sweep” any money remaining in commission or trust fund accounts and into the State's
General Revenue Fund. Such an effort could significantly harm programs like the Wolfner Library. Likewise, there have been ef-
fortsto create limits on expenditures (commonly known as TABOR) much like the limits already in place for revenues (commonly
known as “Hancock”). The 2008 Legidative Agendacallsfor MLA to oppose all proposalsréating to placing

limitations on sate revenues and state expenditures.

Most public libraries rely on property taxes for 90 percent or more of their revenue. At the sametime, it seemsthat legidatorsare
increasingly willing to “tinker” with the property tax asarevenue source. Libraries should be interested in new proposals to alow
librariesto levy a sales tax or other alternative revenue sources. The 2008 Legidative Agenda calls for MLA to monitor legidation
that attemptsto provide a diversification of revenue from alternate tax sources, including statewide and local options.

If you have not looked at the Missouri Library Association Legidative Agenda, | encourage you to do so. Y ou can view the agenda
on the MLA Legidative Committee web page at http://molib.org/legidativel. Also on this page, you will find a document under the
link “bills affecting libraries.” Our legidative advocate and committee members update this document throughout the legidative
session so you can keep up to date on actionsin Jefferson City that could have an impact on your library.

Several members from the Legidative Committee participated in the State Librarian’s monthly Legidative Update video confer-
ences during the legidative session. Times and dates have not been set for the 2008 video conferences. However, if you are inter-
ested in the status of legidation and appropriations, | strongly encourage you to participate in these sessions. In 2007, the Committee
reported on severa legidative issuesto the Secretary of State® Council on Library Development. The committee also made a pres-
entation on advocacy at the Missouri Public Library Directors December meeting. |f we could help your library or MLA unit with
any legidative or advocacy issues, please do not hesitate to let us know.

The Legidative Committee found 2007 to be interesting and challenging. We expect more of the same in 2008!

Steve Potter, Chair
spotter@mcpl.lib.mo.us

(Three Visions, continued from page 1)
Vision Three: Toincrease visibility and develop relationships across Missouri’ s library community.

The MLA Executive Board will direct, in 2008, all Committees, Divisions, and Special Interest Groupsto present the Board with
measurable outcomes and goal s for their respective groups asrelated to the above visions.

Wicky Seight, Chair
Long Range Planning Committee
wd e ght@real.more.net
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(2007 Annua Reports, continued from page 3)

Previous to the Annual Conference, the Membership Committee
worked with Shari Ellison (Member-At-Large), the Public
Relations Committee, and the Publications Committee to update
the MLA Membership Brochure.

At the Conference, the Membership Committee sponsored:

New to MLA? Thisyear, we changed tactics. Katy Smith pre-
sented a short overview of the Association and coordinated the
presentation, at which MLA President Karen Horny, President-
Elect Kimberlee Reid, Member-At-Large Shari Ellison, and
Legidative Committee Chair Steve Potter briefly spoke about
their roles. The attendees then were free to visit the sgn-bearing
unit representatives to greet, meet, and discuss topics of their
choosing. The Publications Committee has requested that the
Membership Committee update its MLA PowerPoint presenta-
tion used for the overview and that it be added to the
Membership page of the MLA web site.

Know Mein Missouri - Springfield Edition. Although partici-
pant numbers were down this year, it did again meet the goal of
encouraging interaction among MLA and unit committee mem-
bers, vendors, and conference attendees. It was suggested that
attendees forgot to complete and turn in their Know Me game
sheets at the hospitality table in the Trade Show Hall. The
Committee will re-evaluate and hopefully upgrade the network-
ing game for next year. Two attendees who were very happy
with the results were winners Lucy Lockley, who won the S.
Louis Convention and Visitor's Goodie Basket, and first-time
attendee Courtney Mlinar, who won afree night and breakfast
for two at the 2008 Conference location hotdl - the Millennium
Hotel - and a home spa hand care treatment.

Librarians Who Lunch. The Membership Committee is unaware
of any possible new SIG formations; but it is proud to have been
theroot cause of two new SIGs (Genealogy and Specia
Collections, approved 2006 and Circulation and Interlibrary
Loan, approved 2007). At least five “topic” tables were formed
at the 2007 Conference.

Membership Committee also hel ped to staff the incredible
“Hogpitality Suite,” provided by the 2007 Conference
Hospitality Committee.

Although only one member attended the Membership Committee
meeting Friday morning of Conference, the Committee looks
forward to an exciting year in 2008!

Katy Smith, Chair
kesmith@st.cc.edu

Publications Committee

The 2007 Publications Committee, consisting of Sarah Erwin
(Kirkwood Public Library), Erin Gray (Springfield-Greene
County Library), Marty Miller (Longview Community College),
and myself, was tasked early in the year with accomplishing a
long list of publication items. We successfully accomplished the

following:

* Reviewed and updated Association Listserv(s) Guidelines

* Reviewed and updated Association Orientation Manual

* Reviewed and updated MO INFO Publication Advice

* Established MO INFO subscription information, advertising
rate card, and article criteria

* Contributed to the redesigned of the Association’s Membership
Brochure

 Oversaw initial blogging functions for benefit of the Annual
Conference

Thank you to my committee for their diligence, patience, and
hard work. It has been a pleasure serving as the 2007
Publications Committee Chair - | have learned a great deal about
our Association. Best to al in 2008!

Kimberlee Ried, Chair
kimberlee.ried@nara.gov

DIVISIONS:
Trustee and Friends Divison

The Trustees and Friends Division held its Annual Business
Mesting at 10 am on October 5, 2007 in the Oklahoma Room of
Springfield’ s University Plaza Hotel with nine members present.

At theinvitation of Division Chair Patsy Craghead, Margaret
Booker, MLA Executive Director, presented the idea that per-
haps Trustee and Friends Division members might want to think
about seeking association participation asingitutiona member
representatives. Those who wish to continue as association lead-
ers could do so asindividual members and could be activein
MACRL, PLD, or SLD. Over time, the Trustee and Friends
Division might be disbanded and the board representation cur-
rently controlled by the division given up. Margaret has submit-
ted awritten profile of her suggestions. After several questions
and some discussion, Margaret | eft the meeting and a discussion
of theideafollowed. It was decided that we should seek further
information from membership as to just what we want to do and
how we can do things with such a small membership attendance.
The group was encouraged to attend Legidative Day (February
12, 2008) in Jefferson City and to encourage other Trustees and
Friendsto attend.

The dection of officers for 2008 was held:

Chair Victor Gragg, Mid-Continent Public Library Trustee;
Vice-Chair Krystal Compas, Springfield-Greene County Library
Trusteg; and

Recorder Terri Brunner, Danidl Boone Regional Library Trustee

Patsy Craghead, Chair
patsyc6291@sbcglobal .net

continued on page 6
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(2007 Annua Reports continued from page 5)
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

Ol

CHI DRFNS SFRWICFS RO MO TRRLF
OF THE MWISSOUM LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

Thisyear over 10,000 preschool
children voted | Ain't Gonna Paint
No More by Karen Beaumont the
2006 Missouri Building Block
Picture Book Award winner.
These children listened to at least
five of the ten nominees during the
last few months of 2006 with the
winner being announced in
January. Author Karen Beaumont and Illustrator David Catrow
gracioudy attended the awards banquet at the Missouri Library
Association Annual Conference to accept their awards.

Thisyear, CSRT co-sponsored aworkshop with YASI G titled
“Everyone Serves Youth, Even You!” We dso broke boards
with karate kicks and learned ways to serve boys, with a
workshop on “Boy Magnets.”

All of our sessions were packed with attendees and were well
received, including the Missouri Conservation Department’s
workshop on Bugs, and the Make-and-Take Puppet event.

CSRT co-sponsored two events with CSRT one called “ Cave
Detectives’, and one on state mandated reporting. As aways,
CSRT’ s Building Block Committee presented a wonderful re-
view of the 2007 Building Block nominees with excellent ways
to program with them.

Sarah Howard delighted her audience with a pre-conference
on “The Care and Feeding of Performers,” in which she gave
wonderful ideasthat librarians can do to keep their
performers happy.

Thisyear, CSRT and YASIG held ajoint business meeting in
which we dected the first officers for the new Y outh Services
Division: Chair - Susan Wray (CSRT); 1% Vice-Chair - Crystal
Ferris (YASIG); 2™ Vice-Chair - Elizabeth Moreau (CSRT); and
Recorder - Nancee Dahms-Stinson (YASIG)

Your 2008 CSRT Steering Committee are Chair Tracy Biggers,
Vice-Chair Jeana Gockley ,and Recorder Peggy Northcraft.

Carrie Cline, Chair
carrie@librarymail.org

Computer and I nformation Technology Special | nterest Group

The Computer and Information Technology Special Interest
Group sponsored or co-sponsored eight programs at the Annual
Conference in Springfield. Thetopics for the program were
digitization, Second Life, web site usability, database derts,
“You Say It How?' and IMDB, Library 2.0 staff training, tag-
ging, and social software. The CIT SIG would like to thank the
speakers, the conference committee, Margaret Booker, and
Joshua Lambert (the Technology Chair) and hisvolunteersfor a
well-run conference.

At the SIG meeting on Friday morning, October 5, the six atten-
dees drafted amission statement, acknowl edged the bylaws tem-
plate as satisfactory for our needs, accepted with appreciation a
volunteer for next year’s Recorder, and appointed a nominating
committee to nominate candidates for the 2009 Recorder as
specified by the SIG bylaws.

Joy Weese Madll, Vice-Chair
joyweesemoll @yahoo.com

Genealogy and Local History Special | nterest Group

For itsfirst participation as an official MLA Special Interest
Group, the members of the G& LH SIG enjoyed an active and
successful conference. Using the sunflower as a symbol and the
motto of, “We re new and we' re growing — come grow with us,”
members were given an opportunity to recognize one another
and network informally through bright yellow paper die-cut
sunflowers attached to their badges.

The SIG sponsored three programs during the course of the
Conference. On Wednesday, member Sharol Nedly (Springfield-
Greene County Public Library) gave a unique and fascinating
presentation on the records and history of the Frisco Railroad,
reminding us dl of the value of non-traditional sourcesin our
research. For those who missed the opportunity to attend, the
program, entitled “The Frisco: A Look Back at the St. Louis-San
Francisco Railroad,” is available online at

http://198.209.8.207/l ochist/frisco/frisco.cfm. Those linking to
this ste will be treated to avisual delight with outstanding con-
tent and may find atreasure trove of information, whether the
Frisco went through the town you are researching, afamily
member was an employee of theline, or you areresearching a
company which did business with the Frisco.

Thursday, G&LH SIG Vice-Chair and incoming Chair, Janice
Schultz (Mid-Continent Public Library) gave a wonderful
overview of researching Native Americans and their family
history. Sheintroduced the critical resources for proving tribal
membership and gave us ahistorical understanding of why
Native American research is so challenging. The popularity (or
perhaps the general lack of mastery) of research into this particu-
lar ethnic group was evidenced by the great attendance and
proved that the topic was awise choice for our first year's
conference participation.

On Friday, Kimberly Harrison, an employee of Newsbank, Inc.
and a Director of the Federation of Genealogical Societies, gave
an outstanding presentation on the findings of a survey of the
relationships between libraries and genealogical societies,
clearly showing the mutual benefits to both through cooperation
and coordination. The same principles and benefits apply to an
active relationship between libraries and historical societies,
museums, archives, and similar organizations. Harrison
showed the flaws in the traditional view of looking at these or-
ganizations and their members asrivals and the many benefits of
positive cooperation.

continued on page 7
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(2007 Annua Reports, continued from page 6)

Thursday was a very busy day for members of the G&LH SIG.
About 12 of the members took advantage of the “Librarians Who
Lunch” and dined together in the hotd’ s Terrace Grill. Good
food, good talk, and good companionship were enjoyed by all.
Because the conference was so well attended by librarians from
small public libraries in southwestern Missouri, these networking
lunches provided a perfect forum for an exchange between large,
urban libraries with specialized genealogy and/or local history
collections to share problems, concerns, and challenges with
those who have very small callections (and even smaller budg-
ets) but who are experiencing the continued growth of interest in
genealogy and local history by their patrons.

This dialogue continued, in adightly different vein, when sev-
era members attended the Table Talk “ Creating a Super
Genealogy and Local History Callection, With Little or No
Budget”, facilitated by G& LH SIG Chair, Mary Celeste. There
was a consensus that thisis a discussion which must be ongoing,
possibly in the form of awritten and published list of basic, inex-
pensive resources which are appropriate for all libraries where
patrons are asking about genealogy and local history.

Mary Celeste also hosted a Poster Session featuring “ Guiddines
for Establishing aLocal History Collection”. These guidelines
were developed by the Local History Committee of the History
Section/RUSA/ALA and of which al three officers of the SIG
were also members at onetime. Celeste told those who stopped
to study the guidelines and distributed free copies.

At the SIG’'s Annual Business Mesting, Debbie Luchenbill,
Western Historical Manuscripts Collection/Columbia, was
elected to serve as the next Recorder. Janice Schultz will move
on to the position of Chair, effective 1 January 2008, and Mary
Beveridge, Kansas City Public Library, will assume the role of
thenew Vice-Chair. Among numerous possibilities discussed
for the coming year were the proposal by Luchenbill to focus on
History Day, enthusiastically accepted by all! Work will begin
soon to determining whether the group would like to propose the
topic for a pre-conference workshop or use a two-hour time dot
to address theissue.

In addition to these activities, members were treated to several
outstanding programs sponsored by other MLA SIGS and units
that were of great interest to geneal ogists and historians. One
such program focused on the survey being conducted to
determine the educationa possibilitiesto be offered by the Plains
Regiona Branch of the National Archives when they move to

their new quartersin the Union Station complex, presented by
Bryan F. LeBeau. Thiswas sponsored by CAC. While the pur-
pose of the National Archivesisnot now, nor hasit ever been, to
serve private citizens in genealogy and local history research, in
redlity, they arethe most frequent users of many of NARA’s
resources. Greater awareness of what is available will surely
lead to greater usage, a common goal of libraries, societies,
museums, and archives alike, who are dl threatened in one
manner or ancther by the introduction of primary source images
on the Internet.

The other notable presentation of great interest was on the new
face of Missouri’s Satewide digitization project, “Virtualy
Missouri”. Thisfree and comprehensive resource istoo often
overlooked as aresearch site by patrons and library staff alike.
Libraries which have specialized collections are urged to take
advantage of opportunities for assistance to digitize their collec-
tionsto be shared with others. All genealogists and local histori-
ans need to familiarize themsalves with thissite. To seeit
yoursdlf, go to http://www.virtuallymissouri.org/. The speaker
was Carl Wingo, the program was sponsored by the CIT SIG.

We of the G& LH SIG would like to thank our colleagues who
made an effort to present programs which are attractive to our
mutual members, many of whom have traditionally stayed away
from MLA conferences, which offered little or no programming
for librarians who serve genealogists and local historians. Just as
our speaker Kim Harrison told us about the benefits of libraries
and genealogical and history societies working together, the
same can be said about active cooperation between MLA sub-
groups, many of whom share the needs of a common group

of patrons.

Many new prospective G&LH SIG members were identified
from our efforts at this conference. If you or a colleague work
with patrons who ask for assistance or resources in geneal ogy
or local history, we welcome you to our little group. For more
information on the SIG, e-mail Mary Celeste or check out the
MLA web site, http://molib.org/index.html. Thereisno
chargetojoin the SIG —all that isrequired is to check the

box to indicate an interest when you join or renew your

MLA membership.

Mary Ceeste, Chair
maryec@prodigy.net

continued on page 8

(Library News, continued from page 2)

J. David Galdin, aleading authority on historic radio programs,
contributed nearly 10,000 itemsto the Marr Sound Archives. The
Goldin Coallection consists of 16-inch insgantaneous cut acetate
discs and pressed recordings — dating from 1935 to 1950 — each
30 minutes in length and produced for broadcast. These delicate
recordings are not preserved in any other form or format.

The cataloging project will make the contents of these rare, origi-
nal sound recordings available for the first time to academic re-
searchers world-wide through on-line catal og access. The project
will begin Jan. 1, 2008, and is expected to continue through Dec.
31, 2010.

The upcoming expans on and renovation of Miller Nichols
Library will allow for sustained growth of collections, such as
the Marr Sound Archives.
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(2007 Annua Reports, continued from page 7)
Outreach Special I nterest Group

The Outreach SIG presented a poster session with thetitle
“Outreach Across Missouri”. Library school student and Kansas
City Public Library Outreach employee, Nicole Powell took the
poster to theannual MLA Conference and handed out
information about Outreach programs around the state.

During the membership meeting, librariansinterested in
outreach talked about topics of interest to the group and the
broad scope of outreach functionsin libraries. Sometopicsdis-
cussed were the intersection of technology, remote access, and
how to get the word out about outreach programs. Bylaws were
drafted and will be presented for a vote via listserv.

Three outreach librarians have expressed interest in the open
Outreach Steering Committee positions and have been asked to
submit their formal application.

On the agenda for the coming year is devel oping a promotional
piece that highlights Outreach SIG goals and activities, devel op-
ing a program for thenext MLA Conference. and working on
recruitment and retention of members.

Alicia Ahlvers, Chair
aliciaahlvers@kclibrary.org

Professionalism, Education, Employment, Recruitment
(PEER) SIG

The Bohley Silent auction, awarding of the Bohley scholarship,
and a program on worst practices when interviewing made 2007
abusy year.

The Bohley Scholarship was awarded to Anna Foote of the
Johnson County (KS) Library was given around of applause at
the Awards Banguet when she was announced as the winner of
the Bohley Scholarship. Thisyears' Scholarship Selection
Committee, consisting of Tracy Byerly (MLNC), Nancy
Howland (Riverside Regional Library), Lynn Silence (St. Louis
County Library) and Susan Wray (Joplin Public Library), chose
two of the four applicantsfor phone interviews. During her
phone interview, Annamentioned how she seesthelibrary as a
community connector and that programming is a great place for
interlibrary cooperation to happen.

The Bohley Auction offered 25 items and brought in approxi-
mately $800 for the scholarship fund. Once again the auction
could not have happened without the help of PEER member
Martha Love of Springfield-Greene County Library. Thanksto
all who donated to the auction.

Thirty-five attendees listened avidly as PEER SIG Chair Tracy
Rochow Byerly of MLNC presented program “Worst Practices!
(and how to avoid them) Tips & Tricksto Help You Acethe
Interview” on Thursday morning at the MLA Conference.

Tony Garrett of UMSL Libraries will serve as 2008 Chair. At

thistime, PEER is still looking for avice-chair and arecorder.

Tracy Rochow Byerly, Chair
tracy@mlnc.org

Reference and I nformation Services Special Interest Group

RISSIG Officers for 2007 were Chair Laura Pirondi, St. Charles
City-County Library District; Vice-Chair Jennifer Hendzlik,
Springfield-Greene County Library District; and Recorder Eric
Petersen, University of Missouri-Kansas City Libraries

In 2007, RISSIG updated its goals for 2007 and continued pro-
motion of its MLA-RA Readers Advisory Listserv, which now
has 93 members. A RISSIG promotional pamphlet for new MLA
members was also created. These devel opments were posted on
our web site.

RISSIG also sponsored five programs at the 2007 Missouri
Library Association Conferencein Springfield:

“What MakesaBook a National Award Winner?”
Speakers. Pat Gregory (Saint L ouis Univer sity), Patty
Carleton (St. Louis Public Library), Marilyn Phillips
(University City Public Library), Crystal Faris (Kansas City
Public Library)

Pat Gregory assembled this panel to celebrate Missouri librarians
who have served on national book award committees. Each pre-
senter talked about the award committees they have served on
and what it waslike to sit on the committee. They also talked
about the process of sdlecting the winners and how each one has
adifferent way of operating but everyone gets aton of books.
The highest estimated total was 1300 books on the Newbery
Award Committee. Awards discussed included Notable Books,
Newbery Award, Caldecott Award, Coretta Scott King Award,
and the Sibert Award.

“Empowering New Librarians: Orientation isthe Key”
Speakers. Eric Petersen and Diane Hunter (University of
Missouri-Kansas City Libraries)

Diane Hunter is Head of Reference Services at UMKC's Miller
Nichols Library, and Eric Petersen isaformer employee of the
UMKC Libraries, aswell asarecent (2006) library school gradu-
ate. The presentation outlined the UMKC Libraries’ comprehen-
sive orientation program for new librarians. Ms. Hunter provided
arationale of the orientation, and Mr. Petersen described hisas-
sessment of it from the perspective of anew librarian. He also
shared another new (but experienced) hire' s perspective of the
orientation. The presenters described how they plan to enhance
their orientation to meet the needs of both experienced and “fresh
out of schoal” hires and took gquestions and comments from the
attendees.

continued on page 9
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“Health Resour ces on the Web”
Speaker: Shelley White (St. John’s Health System, Van K.
Smith Community Health Library)

Shelley Whiteisalibrarian with the St. John’s Health System,
Van K. Smith Community Health Library. In her presentation,
she highlighted several hedlth related web sites that can be ac-
cessed to provide health information for the general user. The
U.S. National Library of Medicine and the National Institute of
Health sponsor the massive health information web site,
MedlinePlus (http://www.nIm.nih.gov/medlineplus/). Medline-
Plus, provides medical-related information on diseases, condi-
tions and medicines through articles on the site, and by linking to
the Internet sites of other health-related government agencies and
organizations. Another web site mentioned, Drugs.com, gives
detailed information on medications, aswell as hasa pill identifi-
cation and drug interaction database. Ms. White rounded out the
discussion by presenting the new Government nutrition site: nu-
trition.gov. Nutrition.gov brings together nutritional information
from various Government and Health Agenciesinto one site.
Features include a nutrient database, weight management tracker,
and links to mypryamid.gov which has afood

intake calorie tracker.

“Vampires & Werewolves & Witches, Oh, My! The
Paranormal Romance Sub-Genre”

Speakers: Kathy Leitle& Amy Brown (St. Louis
Public Library)

Kathy Leitle and Amy Brown presented this program about para-
normal romance, a popular sub-genre of the romance genre of
fiction. As most adult services librarians know, paranormal ro-
mances are hot! Slap a vampirein the novel and you almost have
a bestsdller on your hands. The room was amost at capacity ,
which madeit clear how well librarians know our customers! An
extensive annotated bibliography was discussed and provided. It
listed each author with an annotation of their different seriesand
then an annotation of each title in the series in the order they
should be read.

“Often Overlooked: Database User swith Disabilities’
Speakers: ChrisLeBeau & Rebecca Power (Miller Nichols
Library, Univerdty of Missouri-K ansas City)

Chris LeBeau (Business Librarian and Adjunct SISLT faculty
member) and Rebecca Power (Science Librarian) conducted a
study to determine how well Academic Libraries’ web sitesand
online databases cater to the needs of visually impaired users.
For Academic Libraries they evaluated thelibrary service pro-
vided and the availability of assigtive technology such as screen
reading software and screen magnification. Librariesthat had
good information on their disabilities service pages were those
that included the brand of screen readers available and the soft-
ware used. Theresearchers found that athough all of the data-
bases vendors studied claimed to be compliant with the Section
508 laws pertaining to making el ectronic technology accessible,
all fall short in making their productstruly useable. Most ven-

dors provide atext version of their database, but they do not take
into account the different types of screen reading software, and
thereisno standard for the database design for coding image
tags, drop down menus, and option buttons. LeBeau and Power
suggest that Libraries should hold database vendors accountable
for productsthat are unsatisfactory. Libraries should also im-
prove their disabilities service pages to include instructions on
how to use the databases, alink to the text only access, and a
statement on how the library is going to work with the patron to
facilitate their use of the databases.

The RISSIG Business meeting was held at the MLA Conference
on October 5™ from 8:30-9:30 am. Officers discussed possible
goals for 2008 aswell as program ideas for future conferences.
Among the goal s discussed were generating additional discussion
on the MLARA listserv, including possibly moving to ablog
format; distributing the new RISSIG marketing pamphlet; and
planning for the 2008 conference. Laura K. Hamilton has com-
mitted to presenting at MLA 2008, and RISSIG will work with
her to ensure that her presentation isagreat experience for all
conference attendees. We also hope to sponsor a program on GIS
(geographic information systems).

The following officers were named for 2008: Chair Jennifer
Hendzlik, Springfield-Greene County Library District; Vice-
Chair Carol Smith, UCMO; and Acting Recorder Eric Petersen,
Dana Coallege, Blair, Nebraska.

Eric Petersen, Recorder
epeterse@dana.edu

Technical Services Special I nterest Group

The Technical Services Special Interest Group (TSSIG) spon-
sored two presentations at the 2007 MLA Conference. Keri
Cascio presented "Getting it Together with WorldCat Selection”.
Using the WorldCat Selection service helps libraries streamline
their sdection and ordering process for new materials when us-
ing vendor notifications. Attendees were interested to see how
this new OCLC product will develop over time, and how it will
work with a consortium like MOBIUS.

Mary Ann Mercante, Maryville University, and Wendy Schlegel,
Webster University, presented “Working as a Contract/Fredlance
Technical ServicesLibrarian”. Each related their experiences
and challenges upon beginning work as a contract catal oger and
the differences in the requirements and expectations of the insti-
tutions they work with. They also discussed the many important
financial issues that need to be considered when embarking on
contract work.

Annual Business Mesting: Vice-Chair Keri Cascio made contact
with the Council of Regional Groups (CRG), Association for
Library Collections and Technica Services (ALCTS) of the
American Library Association (ALA), at the 2007 ALA
Midwinter Meeting. She learned that Missouri was one of the
few states who did not have an group affiliated with CRG. The
Steering Committee proposed that TSSIG request affiliation

continued on page 10
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with the group. Attending members approved the proposal.

Attending members approved revision of the TSSIG bylaws to
reflect its affiliation with CRG.

Amy Pennington, St. Louis University, was elected Recorder for
the coming year.

Our goal for next year isto raise membership, awareness, and
participation for the SIG

Jim Dutton, Chair
duttonj @umsystem.edu

Support Staff/Paraprofessional Special | nterest Group
The following goals were accomplished in 2007:

Web page updated and Bylaws were written and submitted
for Bylaws and Handbook approval.

2nd Annual SS/PP pre-conference was held on October 3, 2007
in Springfield. There were six paid registrations. Attendees
were employed by public and academic libraries.

Connie Bush, Daniel Boone Regional Library, will assumethe
Chair position in the new year. Currently the Vice-Chair and
Recorder positions are vacant.

Liz Sypko, Chair
Isypko@mcpl.lib.mo.us

Y ASIG coordinators focused primarily on

pdulg S three areas this year. Our greatest efforts
S Y  went into putting together a strong offering
§’ €. of programs for the annual conference. We
> ap gTE - also provided input into the creation and
P e =R dhaping of thenew Youth Services
% X Division. Our third area of focus has been
fest Gt° to create sronger collaborative efforts

between Y ASIG and the Missouri
Association of School Librarians media specialists.

For the conference this year, we worked to bring Ellen
Wittlinger, Printz Honor winner from theinaugural year of that
award, to speak at our annua meal event, which was switched
from abreakfast to aluncheon for thefirst time. Ninety-nine
peopl e purchased tickets to the event and the attendees were
treated to insights into Wittlinger’ s writing process and how she
manages to create works that capture teens lives and imagina
tions.

Based on her popularity and dynamic and informative speaking
style, we brought Lynn Evarts back to talk books that have ap-
peal for teens who find themsel ves outside the lines of the main-
stream. She highlighted books that featured a gamut of teensin-
cluding those who fall in love with vampires, those who are gay
or transgendered, those who are dealing with legal issues, and
those whose faith is central to their lives.

We worked with some of our local talent to feature workshops
that addressed how one library system went about adding graphic
novels for teensto their collection. Thisinformative workshop
provided the 50+ attendees with resources for selecting titles,
what worked well, some of the pitfallsto consider as the collec-
tion, and cataloging issues.

Our final workshop for the conference provided devel opmental
information to consider in working with teens and children in the
library setting. This workshop was presented in cooperation with
CSRT and was intended to provide information to not only youth
services staff, but al staff who comeinto contact with children
and teens. Thisworkshop & so was well attended with right
around 50 people.

Our final offeringsto the conference were a poster session featur-
ing best books for teens aswell asatable tak that featured li-
brariesin Missouri that benefited from the State Library grant to
revamp their teen spaces. Photos were available of the spaces,
and gaff from the various libraries were present to talk about
their experiences and to answer any questions.

Current and past Y ASIG officers contributed to the shaping of
the Y outh Services Division by reviewing documents and offer-
ing suggestions for tweaking the structure and procedures of the
new division. We aso lined up aroster of folks who werewilling
to serve as officers for the first years of itsinception.

We continue to work with representatives from MASL to struc-
ture our organization and channels of communication so that we
better understand the needs and operations of the other organiza-
tion. Thiswork will undoubtedly carry over through the next
year and will hopefully result in a closer working relationship
between the two groups that will mutually benefit both organiza-
tions and the youth that we both serve. We are considering
changing the service dates of our respective liaisonsto match the
calendar year of the other organization snce ours runs calendar
year, and theirsis more based on school year. Thiswill help en-
sure some continuity for the two groupsin accordance with each
of our needs. We are d so looking at making information more
readily avail able to each other by getting some documentation
put together that can be placed on both websites that will make it
easier to know whereto turn for information or to find informa-
tion. Working together, we have identified some collaborative
opportunities that include presentations at our respective confer-
ences, aswell as some projects that can be done to the benefit of
both groups in providing services throughout the year.

The YASIG Steering Commiittee is pleased with this year’ s out-
comes and hopes that Y ASIG memberswill contribute to an even
stronger foundation for the future of YASIG and servicesto
young adultsin Missouri libraries.

Jamie Mayo, Chair
jamiemayo@kclibrary.org
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DATE EVENT SPONSOR LOCATION
January 11-16 Midwinter Meeting ALA Philadelphia, PA
February 12 MO Library Advocacy Day MLA Jefferson City, MO
February 13 Executive Board Meeting MLA Columbia, MO
March 25-29 National Conference PLA Minneapolis, MN
April 2-4 Connections 2008 and HEL 1 X 2008 MOREnet Osage Beach, MO
April 13-15 Annual Conference MASL Osage Beach, MO
May 30 Executive Board Meeting MLA Videoconf SitesTBA
June 3-5 Annual Conference MOBIUS Osage Beach, MO

One last set of 2008 Membership Applicationsis enclosed.
. Membership is calendar year. To remain in good standing, renew by March 15. .
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